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INTRODUCTION. 


Having sailed in my prolc^ionol cliaractcr on 
board tlic sliip wliich earned Napolcos Buona- 
rAHTC to Sf. Helena^ and bating remained setcral 
monllis on (ho T«*lanc1, (be enquiries concerning bim; 
on in) return to England, were so repeated, Ibat I 
may bo said to bate been in a state of persecution 
front the curiosit) wliicb prctail*' respecting that ex- 
traordinary character. Circumstances, connected 
with ni) profession, gate me frequent opportunities 
of contersing with ^liim , and with the principal per- 
sons of bis suite, I mat be said, particularly during 
the tot age, to bate lit ed in rather intimate societt. 

The subjects of t-arious contcrsalions trilb liim, 
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;ui(l witli (hcnij I committed to my Journal, fr 

* 

ivliose pn^cs the following LiiTTUits were form; 
■v^^th micli additions ns miijlit occur to mv recollection ’■ 
iit the time they were written. — No idea, however, 
could be more remote from my mind, than that thej 
would extend he3'ond the circle for whose gratification 
they were composed. P»ut a wish for their publica- 
tion seemed to meet me v/herever I went ; the most 
minute circumstance respecting the present jJoint of 
Napoko7i's career, appeared to excite an extraor- 
dinary interest, and I have yielded, rather reluctantly, 
to become an Author, from persuasions I scarce 
hnew' hou' to resist ; and to which, I had some 
f reasons to suspect resistance might be in vain. IVlie- 
thcr these L/ETTeks will answer the general expecta- 
tions of those Avho have seen, and of a still far 
greater number of those w'ho have only heard of 
them, I do not consider myself as qualified to judge. 
All I have to say in their favour is this : — That every 
fact related in them is true ; and the purport of every 
conversation correct. — It "will not, I trust, be thought 
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sffary ibr me to say more ; — and fJjc Jusfico I 
to rn)6clfj will not allow me to say less. 

WiLLJAM Waiidex. 

Fuc Simifes of the x»ri(iDg of extraordinary men 
are, I nin (old, particular olyccts of research, and 
therefore I have introduced the graphic Characters of 
'Natoluos’, in a note on General Bertrand’s Sketch 
of the Battle of ArcoJn. 
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iir DCAit 

IT i«i, ccrtainlj', not t}>e /jrst time tliat I 
Im>G been induced to exclaim liow strange nntl unox* 
pected are tlio occurrences of Life ,* lion frcf(ucntly' 
is the calm of to-daj succeeded bj the storm of to* 
morrow, and tlic ordinnr) course of Nature infer- 
rujitcd b> plimnonicna, nliich the Philosopher him* 
iclf is pujzled to explain: But tlic world of politics 
jllustratcb tlic Doctrine of tl''onders us much as tlio 
operation of the Elements. — Nothing, I presume, 
could ha\c been less probable to (he i^icu' of Cnjitaln 
jVIuitlnnd's mind when he was ordered on dut) off 
^TociJlbrt tdan (rte 'oiunfarj surremffir of tfie fTm* 
peror of France and hli suite, with bag; and ba^rjag^^ 
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on Ijonrtl Uin BcUcropJion. To Iiave taken the ship 
on niiich lie rniglit have allemplcd to make his escape, 
was a natiiral expectation, as it r.oukl have been a 
probable event : but the manner in 'i\hich such an ex- 
traordinary person submitted himself to his custody, 
must have taken him, which could not have happen- 
ed in any other part of his duty, by surprize. In- 
deed, to compare small things with great, I cannot 
reconcile to my common notions of probability the 
subject of my present Epistle, and that the Letter^ 
which you would naturally expect to receive from me 
instead of the common topics of a sea voyage, should 
contain an account of the conduct, and information 
yerpecting the character of Napoleon Buonaparte, 
from the personal opportunities which my situation so 
unexpectedly afforded me. 

Such has been the attention which this eminent 
person has attracted ; so great the daily croud of 
boats, and other vessels filled with curious spectators^ 
(some of w'hom it is confidently said, have come on 
purpose from remote parts of the countiy, and even 
from London,) to snatch such a glimpse of him as 
could be caught at the distance they were obliged to 
keep from the Bellcrophonj on wdiose gangw’ay Ii© 



C 3 ) 


occasionally stood; that I fool injself more than 
justified 111 suppo'-iiiff lIiD most tiiflin" particulars, 
respecting him and liis suite, tobcnclcome to jou 
nnil tliose of our common fiicnds, tonhom joii may 
chusc to conimunicate them ! and of this jou maj he 
assured, that I shall inform jou of little that occurred 
after Napoleon put his foot on the decK of our ship 
hut filial 1 injsclf saw and heard. I\Ij piece-meal 
narrative, for such it must he, will have the merit of 
authcnticitj, if it should he thought (o have no other. 
I have wiittcn down ever) thing respecting our dis« 
tingulslicd passenger, as it has hitherto happened; 
nnd 1 shall continue to do so os circumstances occur, 
in(hovva) best suited to a Seaman, h) adopting the 
form of a Journal. You must, therefore, expect no- 
lliing hut a succe-siou of detached articles ; a recital 
of domestic occurrences, if I ma) use the expression, 
on board a ship, ns they occurred, vrhen the Ex- 
cinpcror olTcrcd liimscif to ni) oVenalion; and I 
shall begin vv ilh his short passage from the Bellcrophon 
to the Korthumbcrliind, 


On the 3d of August, 1815, his r\Iajest)*s ship AV- 
thts'bcrlanJi Captain bcarbg the flag of Ad- 
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nijrnl Rir George Cockbiirn, ^vllo -was sclectetl by 
CJovarninent for this important duty, weighed anchor 
from Spithoad, and, after having contended with 
ndver'^e wiiuU, came witliin pight of the Berry-head, 
a head-land forming the extreniify of Torbay, at an 
early hour of tiie day. She was there joined by the 
To7!m/it, Captain Brenton, bearing the fiag of Lord 
Keith, Admiral of the Cl'.anncl fleet, accompanied by 
the Bdlrrophoiu (‘aptain IMaitland, the latter -ghi}! 
linving on board Na ronnos BijoNAi’AnTn, — As soon 
as signals nerc exchanged with the approaching ship, 
a salute was fired from the yortliiimbirland, and 
answered by the Tonminl. — Lord Keith, Inning had 
an interview nith Sir George Cockbnrn, anchored 
•under Cerry-head, to avoid, as it was supposed, the 
eager curiosity of the very numerous visitors in all 
descriptions of vesseK, who constantly surrounded 
the Btlhrophon. ,The remainder of the evening 
passed without any occurrence that is ■^vortliy of 
notice. 

On the following morning, the Coittit de las Ca^es^ 
Chamberlain to the Ex-emperor, came on bpard to 
arrange the requisite accomn.odations for his fallen 
master. The baggage followed — nor shall I attempt 
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to describe tlic unhcrsal and anxious curiosity wlticb 
nas di«’)la}eil on board, to see tlie efiects of tlie ex- 
traordinary per^ona^e touhom tliey belonged; the 
lole remaining po‘;«ession-i of a man ivho had so 
lately com nnnded the art, industry, and produce of 
many Kingdoms : But it nas not calculated to gratify 
the expectation that awaited it*; arrival, Ouc ma- 
hogany ca«c, indeed, was distinguished by the Im- 
perial arms, but the rcat cxliihlted no better figure 
and appearance than the properties of an itenerant 
theatre. 

The Count do las Gtscs docs not exceed fix c feet and 
an inch In height, and appears to be fifly )cars of 
age, of a mengro form, and with n wrinKlod fore- 
liead : nisdre’'swas a French nuMd uniform, lilt 
staj on board the Korlhumherland did not exceed an 
hour; but, while lie was cmplojcd In the Insty dis- 
charge of his ofiico, In« diminutive n])j)onrancc did 
not fiil to invito observations fiom the inquisitive 
beholders. Some of them, I could /*.incv, expected 
Herculean figures tobccmpIo}ed in tlie «ervlcc of a 
man who had lately bestrode i-o largo a portion of 
Europe. If there were any under Rueli impressions, 
pnd we never can answer for the imjTc«''ion of the 
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raoraent, tliey liad certainly forg-olten, if they had 
ever been informed, that Alexander the Great, the 
niiglity Lord of vanf^uished nations, is represented 
311 history as a man of small stature — and, indeed, 
they were shortly to be convinced, that Buonaparte 
himself would not gratify any expectations of an 
athletic figure. 

•From eleven to tirelve we were prepared to receive 
Napoleon on board — and Lord Keith, as it may be 
presumed, from a noble delicacy to his situation and 
feelings, declined receiving the usual compliments 
attendant on his rank, that they might, according to 
tlieir settled form, devolve on the Ex-emperor, whose 
mounding Titles had passed away with the power 
.tliat bestowed them. The rank of General is con- 
sidered as adequate to all his claims on a Govern- 
ment v/ho never acknovdedged him under any other. 

A Captain’s guard of marines was arranged on the 
poop, to wait his arrival, with orders to present arms, 
and the drum to beat the roll thrice j the usual salute 
lO a general officer in the British service. 

The barae of the Tonnant reached the Norlhtimher- 

O' .N 

land in a few minutes after it left the Belkro- 
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phon.^ Our quartcr.^cckwas covered with oJTicer^jand 
iJicre were also some intlividiials of rank, who hall 
come round from motives of ciiriosit), to view tfed 
present scene. Besides tlie object of general attrac- 
tion and attention, thc'Barge contained Lord Keith 
and Sir George Cockbarn, J/ars/ial Bertrand, who 
had shared iu all his Imperial 3IasteiV fortunes, anil 
and Generals Montkohn and Courgon, who had been, 
and still continued to retoin the titles of^ his Aides- 
do-Camp. As the boat appro.'ichcd, the figure of Na- 
poleon was road})/ disliniTul^hed, ft om his apparent 
resemblance to the \arious prints of him which aro 
displajcd in tl«e ivindowsof (he shops. The Marines 
occupied thtrfiont of the poop, and the ofllcers kept 
the quarter-deck. An universal silence prevailed 
when the Barge reached the side, and there was a 
graie, but anxious aspect in all the spectators which, 
in the opinion of others ns well ns myself ua<5no 
small addition to the solemnity of the ceremonial. 

• I have bcfn la nodfrUanJ lh.it naooapnrfr'g conduct «n 

board the Dcllcrophon hid bfcD»tich nllierro conciljjie llie goo I 
bamaQrofall on boirJ, yo that bh departoro noi not attended trUh 
the ilijhtest mirk of diMpprofnt<»b ordt»re$pect i but n tth th-it JiioJ 
of airfu! titeocc irbfcb acconpaalei the fatat cture of a public exC' 
cntloo. 
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Oount Bcrtrainl uscGiidcd firstj &nd having l>ow6iSj 
retired a few steps to ^ive place to him whom he still 
considered as his Blaster, and in whose oresence he 
Appeared to feel that all his most respectful honiase 
ivas still due. The whole ship’s company seemed at 
this moment to be in breathless expectation. Lord 
Keith was the last wlio quitted tlie barge, and I can- 
not give you a more complete idea of the wrapped at- 
tention of all on board to the figure of Napoleon, 
than that his Lordship, high as he is in naval cha- 
racter, Admiral also of the Channel Fleet, to which 
ne belonged, arrayed in the full uniform of his rank, 
and emblazoned with the decorations of his orders, 
did not seem to be noticed, nor scarcely even to be' 
seen, among the group which was subject to him. 

With a slow step Buonaparte mounted the gang- 
way, and, on feeling himself firm on the quarter- 
deck, he raised liis Iiat, when the guard presented 
arms and the drum rolled. The officers of the A'hr- 
thurnl}erlan<1, who were uncovered, stood consider- 
ably in advance. Them he approached, and saluted 
with an air of the most affable politeness. lie then 
addressed himself to Sir George Cockburn, and hastily 
asked for the Cajiiiainc dc Vaisscau, who "was imme- 
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dia(ely introducedj but finding that be did not «!pca?< 
French, he ^uccessn ely spoke to severat other', (j!l 
^ an oflicerof artillery replied to him in tint lan'^tia e. 
Ijorcl Lowther, and the Hoiionrahle 3»r. Lyttelton* 
ivere then introduced fo hitn ; and, in a feiv' nnnute«, 
ho intiiinted a desire, IhoM^b more bj gesture than by 
irords, to enter the cabin, where he continued tor 
about an hour. 

Ilis tiroes iras that of a General of French Iit- 
fanlry, when it formed a part of hi« Armv. Tho 
c >nt was gi een faced with white ; the rest was « liitc, 
Mith wliite silk stockings, and a handsome slioc nith 
gold o\al buckles. Tie was decorated «ith a red 
ribbon and a star, with three medals suspended from 
a button-hole. O.ie of them represented tho iron 
cronn, and the others, difieront gradations of the 
Legion of Honour. His face was pale, and his board 
of an unshaven nppr.nancc. Indeed, his general as- 
pect justified the conjecture that ho had not passed 
the preceding night in sound repose, llis forehead Is 
thinly co\ored with darkliair, as well as the top of 
Iji«. held, which is large, and has a singular fiatnojS; 
what hair ho has behind, is bushy, and I could not 
discern the slightest cnixture of while in it. . Ilis 
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ivliicli are grey, arc in contir.aal moiior*, and hurry 
I'apidly to the various objects around him. Kis teeth 
are regular and good ; Ins neck is short, but bis shoul- 
ders of the finest pi'oportion. The rest of his figure, 
thoug'Ii^a little blea.dcd with the Dutch fulness, is of 
a very handsome form. 

It may be thought, perhaps, that I am very minute 
in my description of this distinguished person, — ^but I 
fancied you would expect it of me, and that ^our 
well-known predominant curiosity on the.subjectmust 
be gratified by it. Besides, I may bo naturally in- 
duced, from my studios, my profession, and my habits, 
to ^examine the human figure with an anatomical 
eye ; and, on particular occasions and with particular 
objects, I have sometimes ventured, for I may safely 
acknon ledge it to you, to indulge a revex'ie as to the 
conformation of the human frame, and deduce no- 
tions, erroneous enough perhaps, from a comparative 
view of corporal form and structure, with intellectual 
capacity and leading dispositions. Indeed, I am 
ready to acknowledge, that I actually presumed to 
play Lavaler a little with the late Emperor of France 
and King of Italy — but I shall not trouble you, at 
present, with the result of my vagaries. 
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On returning' upon deck, lie engaged in conversa- 
tion uilh Lord Lo^Ulier, IMr. Ljtteltorij and Sir 
George B)'ngham, for an hour before dinner.— It Is 
understood, that he complained of the scieritj with 
which he was treated, in being consigned to pa«3 his 
dajs on the Hock of St. Helena, bufTelled by the 
winds, and amidst the waste of waters; and that he 
could not coi.iprehend the policy or the apprehonjions 
of England in refusing him an asjlmi, non’ tliat his 
political career was terminated. He continued to re- 
peat a succession of (jiicsffons to the same elToct, with 
some degree of impetuosity ; but it would bo taking 
alibcrt) nitU^Ir. L)UeUon, who princlpaU) main- 
tained the di«coursc with him, to repeat tlrat Gcntlo- 
/nnn’s replies fioni the information of others. 1 
shall onlj observe, that the) were accompanied with 
tliat courteous address wluch might be expected of 
him. 

In a con^ ersation winch I had with Count Bcrtmnd 
■on the foUow.ng da\, lie complained in icrj forcible 
terms, of the needless ciucU) of llicir allotment. 
The Emperor, he said, (or that title he continued to 
tccci\c from his attendant^, had thrown himself on 
the mere) of England, from a full and consoling cen- 
c2 
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Ddi'iicf' tljaS J;o rdiOidd tljcrt; find .a place of rcfiic^e. 
j3f‘n!»k(Ml, 33(1:11 33 (>r-'e (ale- could iiave l)or<illen 
j’.nd !ic bi'i'u 'nk('n n pidsoncr on board an Ainei'ican 
f'liip, i’i wkii'li !>p have endea 30 urcd io make 

escape. He re ^oued, for <^omc time, oiitliepro- 
ba!)iiity of (:;io.cO'-^ in 5iiiclj an aitcinpt ; and they 
n(!3v, he added, have caii'-e to jTpent that his 
I iiijM'i’ial Master laid not ri.-qued it. — ilc then pro- 
ceeded ; — 


Could not t]:c Plmpcroia', think yon, Iinvc placed 
Iiiinycdf at the he;ul of tliC amny of the Loire? and 
can 3 CU persuade 3 oni'.scdf that it nould not have been 
proud to rar!<. 5 ;e itself under bis command ? And is it 
not possiiile — nay, more tisan pi-obable, that he mould 
Lave been joined by numerous adherents from the 
Kort]}, the Soatli, and the East ? Nor can it he de- 
nied that be might Imvc placed himself in such a 
•position, as to have made far better terms for him- 
self than have noi'/ been imposed upon him. It ivas 
to save the further eliusion of blood that he threw 
Iiimseif into your arms; that he trusted to the honour 
of a nation famed for its generosity and Jove of 
justice ; nor mould it have been a disgrace to Eng- 
land to have ackuomiedged Napoleon Buonaparte ag 
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a citizen. He demanded to ho enrolled among’ tlie 
luiniblcst of them ; and nishcd for little more than 
the lleaioa'; as a cohering’, and the soil of England, 
on which ho might tread in safety. Was this too 
much for such a nnn to a«K ? — sure!) not : nor could 
such a man imagine, in any moment of depression, if 
it ircrc possible for ouch a spii it as his to be so dc' 
pressed, that the boon noiild be I’efiiscd him. It 
miglit rather h.i'c been a subject of pride to Eng- 
land, that the conqiicror of almoi^t all Europe but 
Herself, sought, in liis, adrcr.sc fortune, to pass thu 
romaindcr of a life, which forms so splendid an 
eporin in the liistorj of our ege, in any retired spot 
of her domains, whicli she might Jm\c allotlod him/* 

He achnon lodged that Napoleon had consulted 
him a<s to tlie probable magnanimity of the Engli'.Ii 
go\cinineut, on tlic measure then in contemplation; 
but in this instance, he said, “ 1 refused the opiniou 
W’luch he requosted of me. It was not from any pre- 
conceived opinion to the prejudice of the English in- 
ilony no , — fir fmm it, that I hesitated for onco to 
obey him. But I could not allow myself to become 
his counsellor'in such a critical moment, ami on a 
matter of so .much importance to the comfort of his 
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yhr ct'rir>n^ }o n 

»nuJ i,f l.fv ; 

n-i i.tr a-; i i-naitl jtiuirr, lltav 


•at 1‘!" pcn'M!' of Enf*"- 

I I. C? 

lion i toitl her tlialj 
(■nfcr'.n;:'.>'il an hi^'a.T 


oju'ult/i) 

llr.;! i’.i-’ 


di !.jri> t't any Mar'icil of Er.iiiri’, an:! 
1 to Xajniit'oji hau a ro- 


unin'.ic nir njur.ii ua-: not nUiiOiit itv johatrcrs lu 
nna'Kinfl. It \\a-j intlaa;!, in cor.-crj’aaa.fo of that 
li in onptJ'.ition to !:s 

raiono-tMl to iu‘ Ills- rt'al intorr't, and tha caraC'-t cii- 
tu’atic-: of };i-i (auiity, tl:at ?.I,uI;5!:io Jicrtrand ijnd 
v><'U rtini’MotoiI an not oiXiiiciiic’. Tim a-'-imi/id:; 
r.ltompt to ilivon- l)(*r'eir from tin* Di/’tivj /irn inio (he 
sra ioJMi I'l !cc\ it saauK, in (he c^■clling of the (Jaj 
vE:f’n Xanoloon infornieil of hf-^ Atture aliotmenf, ■ 


and, probably, at tlio luoincnt Aviieii the atiiiciing; 
connnuniraiion v.a? (ii'st niaue to iiov 


Tim TJifh' Pxrh'anh are inlorcfting- children : the 
yonino'st i'^ bcl'.vccn three and four jears old; the 
eldest is a native of Trieste, and was born v.hen his 


father was Governor of the Illyrian ProWnces ; the 
second is a girl of an animated disposition, that he- 
trajs occasional symptoms of violcticc. The nnlitnry 
character appears to have almost exclusively seized 
on the infant minds of these sprightly urchins : from. 
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Toornitig^ tiU niglit they are emplojed in fencing,’ 
marchin^^, charging: on a half'canter^ in imitation of 
cavalry, ^c. in which the girl jdins with a true 
Amazonian spirit, under the direction of a little 
Fieucii boy, vvlio, I presume, was born iu a camp. 

When I accidentally mentioned to IMadame Ber- 
trand that it had been generally supposed she intended 
to Iiav c remained in England, for the education of her 
children, she, with akmdof wild but interesting ex- 
pression of countenance, not unuaual with her, velie- 
nientl) e\clatmed, “ What, Sir, leave my husband at 
encli n moment I That Is a degree of heroism which 
juy heart disavows: (hough in a )oar, pcrliaps, I may 
be induced to return.” And on mj suggesting that a‘ 
f.vv Durable opportunity would bo soon oUercd on board 
^Iie Korllium^ierlniu!, «hc appeared to acijuicscein tlio 
probabilit} of Mich an event. 

Neitbcr Count or llTadamo hlontholon can speak 
Engli'-h : he i« a handsome little man, and she a very 
elegant wcm.-in ; they have one common comfort, and 
the) seem to think it so, in n charmiug.little ho) : 
Yon niu-it perceive, that I am !>v degree-, though in 
rather an irregular manner, making you acquainted 
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■n itli the whole of our curious party : but you must 
be sensibic that it is the best mode which I can 
employ, 

— Buonaparte, previous to his leaving- the Belle- 
O’ophon^ w'as, it seems recommended to select three of 
liis suite to accompany him to St. Helena. Bertrand 
Tj'as, at that time, supposed to bP particularly pro- 
scribed : but it is understood that Lord Keith took 
tipon himself the responsibility of including- such an 
attaclied friend in the number of the exiled General’s 
attendants. The others were the Count dc las Cases, 
ly-ho had been a Captain in the Frencli Navy, and is 
a man of literary attainments : General Count Mon- 
tholoq, and Lieutenant-General Gourgond, his two 
Aides-de-Camp, who yyeve dei oted to his fortunes. 
The latter Officers served him in the Russian cam- 
paign, and describe the winter which they encountered 
there in all its horrors. The Russian Cavalry they 
extol ; but represent the Cossacks as easily dispersed. 

■ They do not appear to hold the Prussians in very 
liigh estimation, but consider them as superior to th* 
Austrians. The English Infantry, at the Battle of 
Waterloo, filled them with absolute astonishment; 
but they represent our Cavalry as much too irapcr 
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luous 5 tliey probably found Ibem so on that glorious 
day. 

In a conversation n itb Count Bertrand, wbicb hap- 
pened to glance on ibat subject, be cbuld not bide bis 
eensations. Tlie little be said was in a plaintive tone, 
tliodgb expressed with candour, and accompanied 
with expressive shrugs of lamentation. “We fought 
that day,” he said, “for the Cronn of J'r.lnce; but 
you gained the battle, and «c are undone.” I asked 
him w hctlicr he iiad read Marshal No} Letter (o the 
Duke of Otranto, in defence of bis conduct oil the 
bloody field. That publication, it appeared, ho liad 
not seen; and when I informed bim in ubat manner 
the Marshal had censured his ISInstcr's conduct, and 
titat in the public opinion, be nas thought to have 
cleared Inmselffrom the imputation of erroncoiis con- 
duct; — “Well, well,” be replied, “had I !>eon in 
the command of Marshal Ncy’s division, I might, 
perhaps, ha^cdone worse, but, as I was, I saw muc/z 
io blame:'' but in comparing Buonaparte with Ncy, 
lie cast bis eyes upwards to tlic nca\ ens, and suddenly 
lowering them to the oarlli, bo exclaimed, with a very 
»lgniDcant action, “ Indeed, indeed, the difTcrened is 
equally great.” 



ifiliCTi flii*; ^{rpj ilian lie ili'jcovcrcd the double game 
that Fouchc u a? playing. TIic Letter was a forgery, 
and it poon appeared that the Emperor of Austria 
];ail it not in his pon er, if he had ever indulged the 
rordcinplation, to clothe his Grandson with political 
diaractcr. 

After he quitted Parip, the Ex-emperor and his suite 
pur&ncd an uninterrupted progress to the sea-coast, 
and it is their opitiion that they might have continued 
in au inactive state, anduithout any reasonable ap* 
prclicnsion of distin hance, for a mirfcli longer time 
titan Buonaparte’s impatience would allow, in the 
vicinity of llochforl. 

— On his first arrival among us, he occasionally 
expressed a wish to be informed of the contents of 
the English neivspapers; but as it could not be a 
pleasant circumstance to him tq be made acquainted 
with the manner in which his character, conduct, and 
circumstances w’ere necessarjly. treated and observed 
upon by our Journals, a delicacy mam- 

iained in the avoiding a communication of their con- 
tents. That truth is not to be spoken, oV in any w'ay 
imparted, at all times, is a proverb which was no’iy 



faithfully adliered to on board the N’ortJiumherland. 
Tlie Count do las Cases had indeed offered to qualify 
Ills General In the course of a month, to read an 
English newspaper, with the requisite intelligence of 
the language ; an undertaking which it is not very 
probable he would have been able to accomplish; 
but he could not induce his Master to become his 
Scholar : for the matter was cut short by the following 
reply. — “ I well know that you think me a very clever 
fellow; but be that as it may — I cannot do every 
thing I and among tliose things whicli I should ffnd 
impracticable, is tlio making myself master of the 
English language, in a few weeks.” 

—Here I shall conclude my first Lcttci*; or, as it 
may pro^c, the first division of my epistolary iiar- 
rnti\e; at nil events, it will be ready for the first op- 
portunity wliich occurs for its transmission to ^ou.— 
If it tends to jour amusement, or, in onj degree, to 
the satisfaction of jour curiositj*, tant meux : but bo 
that as it may, it wdll gi\'C me the opportunitj of say- 
ing. — How do you do? — God bless you! as well as 
of offering my sincere regards and kind remembrances 
"•’’"'''Timon fiicnds, * ‘ 


Adicu; & 
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At Sea. 


BIT DEAR — j 

I renew my desultory occupation : — la idchc 
journalkrey idle que 'cous la voulez.-^On the first day of 
his arrival on board, our distinguished Passenger^ 
displayed rather an eager appetite : I observed that 
he made a very hearty dinner, which he moistened 
with claret. He passed the evening on the quarter- 
deck, where he was amused by the band of the 53d 
regiment ; when He personally required them to give 
the airs of “ God save the King,” and “ Rule Britan- 
nia.” At intervals he chatted in a way of easy 
pleasantry with the officers who w'ere qualified to 

hold a conVersatinn with him in the French language. 

* 

I remai'ked that, on these occasions, he always main- 
tains Tsdiat seems to be an invariable attitude, which 
has somewhat of importance in it, and probably such 
as he had been accustomed to display at the Thuil- 
leries, when giving' audience to his Marshals or Offi- 
cers of State. He never moves his hands from their 
habitual places in his dress, but to apply them to liis 
snulF-box;,; and it struck me as a particular circum- 
stance, to which I paid an obser^dng attention, though 
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Iia\c been cf>nnpcted uith Ins former dign.'ty,v 
— That he ne^er offered a pinch to anj one T>jth 
Tvhom he \ras conversing^. 

— On the gtjh'cquent davlie breshfastecl at eleven. 
Ill’s jneal c n'«l?-t‘»or meat and claret, ^rhich is closed 

witli coffee. Vt dinner, I obseued that ho select- 

cd a mutton cu*lot, which lie contrived to dispose of 
without tlie aid of cither knife or fork. 

"—He passed much of the third da) on deck, and 
appeared to have paid particular attention to lu3 
toilette lie lecoives no other mark of respect from 
tlie ofticers of tlio ship than would be shewn to a 
private gfentioman, nor does he seero to court or c"c- 
pcct more than ho receives. Ho is probably con- 
tented with the homaifc of liis own attendants, who 
alwavsappear before him imcocred, so that if a lino 
were drawn round them, it miijht be supposed that 
jou saw an equal space in the Palace of Saint Cloud, 

— He played at cards in the evening: (hegafne 
was M’hisl, and he w os a loecr. It did not appear to 
hcplnjcdiii thosamoway ns is practised at our card- 
s. 
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tables in England j but I am uot qualified to explain 
ihe varieties. 

— The vholc of the next day Napoleon passed in 
Ills cabin. Il*u as generally perceived by his attend- 
ants that he vas sea-siclc; but he was either so little 
of a sailor, if that can be supposed, as not to know 
the orditiary effects of a ship’s motion on persons 

I ■ ' 

unused to the sea, or he suspected that his Megrim 
arose from some other cause : for, it seems, lie would 
by no means allow the salt-water the origin of it. None 
of his people, I presume, would venture, on the oc- 
casion, to repeat to him' his brother Canute’s prac- 
tical Lecture to his Courtiers, on the unmannerly 
power of the ocean. 

— Among his baggage were two camp-beds, ■which 
had accompanied him in most of his campaigns. One 
of them, a very improbable destination lyhen it was 
first constructed, was now an essential article of his 
cabin j tlie other was no longer to give repose to some 
military hero, in the hurry of a campaign, but ie 
pressed by. such a marine heroine as Madame Ber- 
trand, amidst the dashing of waters. They are, 
however, altogether as comfortable as the combined 
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skill of the upholsterer and the machinist could make 
them. They arc about six feet long and three feet 
iridc, with strong green silk furniture : the frames 
are of steel, and so worked and shaped as to surprize 
by their lightness and the consequent ease with 
which they arc moved. When I happened to be, 
seated on one of them, 1 could not but reflect on 
the battles of Wagram, Austerlitz, Friedland, 
^c. S, c. 

This was a situation, where the politician and tho 
sago might bo inspired, as it were, to contemplate 
tlic changcrand the chances of the world ; but as I 
do not presume to possess enough" of those charac- 
ters, either distinctly of collectively, to justify my 
engaging in a train of reflection on these aflccting 
subjects, I shall leave such • einplo}Tncnt to your 
better thoughts^ and the exercise of your cathuslastic 
propensity. ^ 

— N’otwillistaniling it blew fresh, and (hero was 
considerable motion, Buonaparte made his appear- 
ance upon deck between three and four, p. sf. when 
he amused himself with asking questions of the 
Xiieutenant of the Watch : such as, how many 
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ieagnes tlie ship went in an hour ? — whether the sea. 
was li!5e]y to go down ? — what the strange vessel was 
on the bow of the NorlhmnhcrJand ? — In short, 

enough to prove that nothing escaped his notice. 

\ 

But I could not help smiling'when I beheld the man 
wdio had stalked so proudly, and with so firm a step 
over subniissive countries, tottering on the deck of a 
ship, and catching at any arm to save himself from 
falling ; for lie has not yet found his sea-legs. Among 
other objects of his attention, he observed that Mr. 
Smith, who Avas taking the usual to-and-fro walk 
Avitli his brother midshipmen, to be much older than 
the rest ; and, bn .this account, he appears to have 
asked him how long lie had been in tlie service ; and, 
being answered — nine yeais — he observed, that sure- 
ly, is a long time. — It is, indeed, said Mr. Smith, 
but part of it ivas passed in a French prison ; and I 
was^ Sir, at Verdun, Avhen you set out on your llus- 
sian campaign.” ISfapoleon immediately shr ugged 
up Ins shoulders, with a very significant smile, and 
closed the conversation.' 

— I must here tell you, once for all, if I have not 
already made the observation, tliat he seldom or ever 
omitted an opportuni^ of asking a cjucstion j and it 
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>ra5 about tliH time that he made a most nneYpectedl 
enquiry’ of our Orthodox Cliaplain : — irhethor he was 
not a Piinlm ? I need not tell you what uould be the 
lepl}, and \ou niav oonjectiire, piobabU'what might 
be the reelings of a gentleman clothed in canonical 
orders, and firm in canonical principlesj yyhen he \«as 
saluted uith such an interrogatory. 

He n idled also to base his curiosity gratified res- 
pecting u religious community in Scotland called 
Johnsonians, nho, ho uiidcrtood, were a \cr^ aefire 
sect in that part of Dritain. IIK conversation, at all 
times, consisted of questions, nhich never fail to bu 
put in such a na}, ns to prohibit a return of them. 
— To answer one question another, which fre- 
quently happened in common discourse, was not ad- 
missible with him. 1 cao conceive that ho v .is ha- 
bituated to this hind of colloquy, when he sat upon 
such a throne as that which supported hiui, und.bc- 
forc which no one spohe but when lie commanded ut- 
terance ; nor does he seem disposed to laj it aside 
uluitt Ive siU itt the caiiw, io. tV.<i ga-^gv.?.^, «sc 

pafrolcs the deck, of a ship, wheie he is subject to 
the controul of its commander. The foundation of 
this singular question, therefore, was not attainable. 
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As in the various plans he had laid for invading our 
fight little Island, as the song has it, it is not im- 
probaWe that he might have looked towards the He- 
brides, as capable of favouring his design ; and, if 
so. Doctor Johnson’s Tour thither might have been 
curiously consulted, and may I not deduce these 
JoJmso7nans from such a combination of circum- 
stances ? — Many a doubt has been reconciled by more 
vague conjectures : that eminent mater’s opinions, 
however, as you will probably suggest, are not alto- 
gether calculated to form a sect 'on the other side of 
the Tweed. But, badinage aparl, I should be glad 
to know the origin of these JoJmsoi7ians ; and if we 
should be tossed and fumbled, in the course of our, 
voyage,. into a sufiiciejit degree of familiarity for me 
to a.sk a question of the Ex-emperor, I mil endea- 
vour to be satisfied. 

— He appeared to be very much struck by two long- 
boats (gigs) placed with their bottom upwards on our 
launch on the booms : their singular length attract- 
ed his notice, while their particular use and applica- 
tion produced such a succession of enquiries on his 
■part, as almost to suggest an opinion, that he enter- 
tained a suspicion of their being a part of the naval 
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apparatw«i peculiarly provided to pre\ent lug escape 
from the Island to uliich lie uas destined. The 
answer he rcceh ed uag a quiet rcniarK as to their 
general employment in the British fleets j to which, 
he made ho reply, '■ 

— The name of Talleyrand happening to occur in 
the course of coincrsatlon} with our French ship- 
mates, the high opinion entertained of his talents by 
the Buonapartists was ackiiobJcdgcd, witiiotit re- 
sen e. On niy ashing at what period he was sepa- 
rated from the councils and confidence of Napoleon, 
it was replied, at the iiuasion of Spain. 1 then ob- 
served, that the reports in England, lespocling that 
circumstance were correct as to time, find Ipre«>umed 
were equally so ns to the cause; — his unreserved dis- 
npprohation of that bold and ndvcnfuious cnfcrprizc. 
This met vrilh an instant conlradiction ; which was 
followed by a most dccl^i^c assertion, that the Prince 
of Benovento approved of the Spanish war, autf 
founded his recommendation of that measure on hl« 
unalterable opinion, which he boldly comnumicated 
to the Emperor, that his Jifb was not tecure while a 
ilombon reigned in Europe. 
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T cnt'^rod {ur*hcr on thi? snbjccf p.liulamc 
Jjcrtrnnd, niul slip actually and most unequivocally 
assoriod, (ant n'Jcu'and an"- in .secret communica- 
tinn with jSn})oleon alien they a'ere last at Paris, 
and that he ao\)kl hrve joined them in a month.- 
tli*! proposed depart ui*e from Vienna to take the 
Wnt ers at Aix la Chapelle a as under tlie cloak of 
indi'sposition, to conceal his duplicity. “ Can you 
perv«unde your.'^elf, IMadamc,” I said, that Talley- 
rand, if lie had the inclination, possessed the power 
to innuence the Court of Vienna in favour of the 
Son-in-law.” “ The court of Vienna ! she exclaim- 
ed, “ O yes, yes : he has the capacity to inlluence all 
the court': of Europe! — If he had but joined the Em- 
peror, we should, at tliis instant, have been in Pa- 
ris, and France would never more have changed its 
IVaster.” — ; — Of this man's virUics 1 heard no eu- 
logium : but you will now be a competent judge how 
bis political talents were appreciated in the French 
circle on board the Norihuniberiand. 

' — On mv asldna: Count Bertrand which, of the 
French Ckuierals had amassed the greatestportipn of 
wealth : lie, without the least hesitation, mentioned 
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vTa'i'^cnaj Ihougli, lie added, they have all made 
'»!} considerable fortunes. Macdonild, Duhe of 
rarenttini, be appeared to think had made le^s than 
10 } other. Of Da\olist, Duke D’EcKmnhl, be 
spoke, to our ottienje astonishment, in an animated 
strain of panc^}ric, which was instantl} met with an 
outcry from all who beard it, re-pecting the conduct 
of that officer, at Ifamborgb, which we lepresented 
a<f atrociouo b9}ond example, ' This bo would not al- 
loirj on the contrary, he described hini as a zealous, 
correct, and faithfiil commander; and far from being; 
destitute of humanity ; n< notwithstanding; bis notions 
of military obedience, which wcie known to be of the 
most rigid kiiul, lio did not act up to the severity of 
IiN instructions. i\s fbr his taking a bribe, Bertrand 
declared him to bo incapable of such baseness ; and 
asserted, fiflni his own knowledge, that a \cry large 
sum had been oilVred him, to connive at (he sailing 
ofsome ships fiom Hamburgh in the night, which he 
icfiised with the disdain of a faithful soldier and an 
honourable man. 

Count de las Ca«cs, oNo look up the subject of the 
marshals of France, and «5poke of them with v ery 
little reserve. lie described Mas'cna as having been 
r 
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originally a Fencing Masler: but, that, previous to 
3iis campaign in tlie Penintjula. he was considered by 
the French' nation as equal, if not superior, to Buo- 
naparte in his inililary capacity. From that period 
the Count represented ixiiii as having dwindled into 
absolute insigniGcance. „ He is avariciou's^. he said, 
in tlie extreme, tliough he has only one child, a 
daughter, to inheint liis enormous wealth. He then 
proceeded to relate the following circumstance of the 
I\Iarsha], as the accidental topic of the moment. 

The oreservation of the Army, on crossing the 
33anube, n as boldly attributed by the soldiers who 
composed it, and consequently re-echoed as the opi- 
nion of the nation, to the superior skill, and perse- 
vering courage of Massena. It appeal's, that a sudden 
and impetuous inundation of the river h?yl destroyed 
all possible communication bet’.v8en its right and left 
bank; when half the French force had passed it. The 
remaining half were without aiumunitioa, whenivras- 
sena threw himself into the village of Essling, where 
he withstood fifteen repeated attacks of the Austrians, 
and effected the escape of that part of tlie French 
Army from the destruction which threatened it. The 
eulogiums which the army and tlie nation lavished oa 
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?»ra5sciiaj for ^ils coniluct and llic succe^ig 
cri)>yned it, partook of tkat clamorous character 
^\iiich implied no inconsiderable degree of blamo and 
censure on Buonaparte himself, who was supposed to 
have felt it. But ho contrived, nevertheless, to dis- 
sipate the opinion, by conferring the title of Prince 
of Essling on Me'sscna, as the merited rcuard, and 
magnanimous acknowledgment of a service on which 
depended, for the moment, the success and honour- 
ab’e issue of the campaign. SoiiU^ he said, is an 
excellent officer, and iV’iy, brave to a fault; but 
Suchet possesses a more poucrful intellect, vvith more 
enlarged information, and political sagacity, as neU 
as more conciliatory maimers than any of the Mar- 
shals of Franco/’ 

lie then mentioned Admiral Ganthaume, and ask- 
ed what character was assigned, in IheEnglibh Neus- 
paper*, to that naval officer. I replied, that they 
gave him no small credit for his spirit in advancing 
out of Port, and liis success in getting back again. 
** Yes,” ho answered, with a significant look and 
tone, ‘‘good at hide' and seek.” — lie wag the friend 
of Louis, and then of Napoleon, and then of Loui** 
Dgaiii : ho is, in fact, what jou call the Vicar of 
r S 
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T ns.'iptctl him iji coniplciina; the pro- 

lerhnil e\prp''.>ion, hy nddingf the word — Bhay; 
whieij he imnu'dialely cnii^'-htj and excinimedj — 

-\ye. ajCj he is the Vicar of Bray. — He is an old 
many'* (he Count added, but his indiscretiunsj"’ 
which, hrnvcvor, ho did not particularize, “ were 
jalhorof a jiuoniie churactcr/* 

— In the ntlernoon our chief Passenger continued 
longer on dock tlinn he had done ])orore, and his 
cojinlenanoo denoted a feeling' of disquietude. His 
questions all related to the state of our progre.ss, and 
marked an impatience. to arrive at the termination of 
his voyage. Ue prohaidy c.xjierienced some degree of 
inconvenience from his confined situation,, having 
been long accustomed to exercise that bordered upon 
violence, Ilis appearance, 1 understand, was rather 
meagre, till about the time that he became First 
Con.sul, If he had been otiierwisc, his campaigns m 
Egypt were sidllcient to have i-cduccd him : but 
though Ids exertions, both mental and corporeal, 
have since Leon such as to destroy any constitution 
but his own. which must have been of au extraor- 
dinary internal texture, to have enabled him to sus- 
tain tlicm, his health has rather licen improved tliai 
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iinpairod; and, during the last ten } ears,- ho has gra- 
dually advanced into corpulence. 

— It is a singular circumstance that Count IMotho- 
Ion, «liom 1 have already mentioned as one of the 
Iniperial Aides-dC'Camp, is the son of a General 
olTiccr of (hat name, whom Buonaparte served in (ho 
same capacity during the Revolullonary M’^ar. — All 
the family, except his lather and lamself, have been 
decided Royalists, and are possessed of large pro- 
perty : but tiic General is dead, w bile tlic son has sa- 
crificed fortune, and abandoned his family, to share, 
vrith his wife and cliild, the exiled «(utc of his former 
Sovereign 5 nliomit is his pride still to love and sen o 
under that title, and with all the feelings of duty 
and loyalty which his enthusiastic fidelity attaches 
to it. 

— I give you IMadamc Bertrand’s de'Jcriptkn of 
young Napoleon, as very beautiful, in order to intro- 
duce his father’s laconic Engli«h account of him. The 
boy, he says, resembles him only in the upper part of 
his form. He has one grand, big head.”— The 
same Lady, speahing of the Buonaparte family, re- 
presents the female part in terms of no common ad- 



( oS ) 


mimtion. With the exception of the PrincG=;s Piom-. 
hina ‘ihe descriho.-; the fi.sters as possessed of extra- 
ortiinary beauty : with these charming woinenj tliere- 
fore, and to use tlic expression of the grand, big 
head of them all, I shall conclude my second grand^ 
hig Letter. 

See. See. See. 

w. w. 


At Sea, 


Mr nEAa , 

I have already, I believe, mentioned to you 
that it was thought a becoming attention to the feel- 
ings of the French party to withhold from them the 
sight of tlie Newspapers, which were sent off to us 
before tve sailed. 

Count Bertrand toolt an opportunity to ask me if I 
had perused them ; and, on my replying, as you may 
suppose, in the affirmative, he proceeded to question 
me as to their contents. I accordingly informed him, 
that they had observed on the secret visit he was be- 
lieved to have made to Paris, previous to Napoleon’s 
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return to France Ilis countenance on ray commu- 
nicating tins circomitance,instantJj indicated a strong 
feeling of resentment, and it nas evidently dis- 
closed by tlio manner in wliicb he replied — ** I iicll 
}kno>'i ” 1 e said, ** that the English Nevrspaperfi hate 
accused me of visiting Pans m di«gin«e, some months 
before the Emperor’s departure from Elba. But I 
solemnl) declare that I never set my foot in Fiance 
in (he way that has been attributed to roc. I might 
luvogonc to Italy, if I had pleaded, but 1 did not 
quit Elba for a moment till my Emperor quitted it — - 
It has also been asserted on similar authority, That 
I liad tnhcu on Oath of Fidcbtj to the King*— an 
assertion tliat is equally groundless, fur, I never 
once beheld a single individual of tho Bourbon Fa- 
mily of Franco,” 

—“I g*'® the account of Buonaparte’s return to 
France, as it nas casually and brieflj related to me, 
‘‘ The Duke do Baesano vras the chief actor. In- 
dividuals had gone from several departments in 
I'rance to Elba, and the then Emperor had been jn- 
duced to suspcct that the allies delerrmned to send 
lum to the Island to which he is now destined. On 
what autlioilty this apprehension was grounded, nol 
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exti*aordinary manner. They, it seems, ascended 
the spire of the church, taking with them an ample 
supply of arms and ammunition, with which, not- 
withstanding the utmost efforts of the French, they 
defended themselves with admirable gallantry and I’e- 
solution for three days. But this is not all : at the 
end of that period it was discovered that they had 
made their escape from the perilous situation, to the 
extreme astonishment of the besieging party ; who, 
as pious Catholics, might be justified in attributing it 
to the saving interposition of the Guardian Saint of 
the Convent, The means, however, ■which they em- 
ployed were of mortal contrivance. By the aid of 
packthread which had been conveyed to them from an 
adjoining building, they contrived to draw up a suffi- 
cient quantity of ropes, with which they let themselves 
down from the elev'ated fortress, and effected their 
preservation. This, I think, tnay be added to the 
numerous histories of Castles in the Air : or, if I 
dare venture any thing like a Pun to you, of Chdleaux 
en Espagne. 

During the evening Napoleon addressed his cn* 

. quiries to Captain Beatty of the Marines, wdio speaks 
French with great fluency. They related to the re- 
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gnlations and discipline of the 3Iarine troops, ^ c. S^'c. 
Nor could he have chosen an officer who uus better 
qualified to gratify his military curiosity on the sub- 
ject whicliat this time cmp)o}ed it. — Captain Tleatty 
liad served with Sir Sidney Smith in the Cast, niul 
was at the Siege of Acre ; an event that is not among 
Buonaparte’s most pleasing recollections. "When, 
howo\er, lie was informed of this circumstance, ho 
treated it with great good humour, and seizing the 
Captain by tlic ear, exclaimed in a jocular tone, 
Ah, you rogue, you rogue; were you there?”—- 
IIo tlion asked wliat was become of Sir Sidney Sinitli : 
when he was told that the gallant Kniglit was at this 
time on the Continent, and had submitted a proposi- 
tion to the Congressnt Vienna to destroy the Corsairs 
on the Const of Dnrbary, an instant reply was given, 
“ That it was, as it had long been, most disgraceful 
to the European powers, to permit the existence of 
such a rtest of miscreants.” This opinion confirmsj 
in some degree, what has been suggested respecting 
a proposition that Andrco«si is said to have been in- 
structed to make to our Government, during tho 
short peace with Consular France. In this Interval 
of hostilities, a notion is entertained that the Fiist 
Consul proposed a co-operating expedition between 
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iho i\Yo powers to destroy, root and brancli, llie pi- 
ratical States ol Barbary ; on wbicli occasion, as the 
f-tory goes, lie ofiered to supply tlie military force, if 
I'jUgland would engage to furnish all tlie naval ira- 
plenients, necessary to give eflect to an enterprize 
so honourable to them both. — If such propositions 
were actually made, there can be no doubt that suffi- 
cient reasons tlien predominated for hesitating in the 
acceptance of them ; and the hasty renewal of the 
war put an end to all further deliberations, if any had 
ever e.Kisted, on the subject. 

— The next enquiries W'liich Napoleon made, ivere 
respecting the British Artillery service : they Were 
addressed to the Captain of Artillery on board, ivliom 
lie found completely qualified to ansiver the numerous . 
questions which he addressed to Ipm. J unde'rstand 
that his first entrance into the Army was in. the Artil- 
lery Corps, and the subject was consequently the more 
interesting, and a very few iveeks only had passed 
aw ay since he ' had fully experienced our Geld tactics 
in that branch of w'artare. — He descended into all the 
minutas of the service, and enquired into the state 
and discipline of the non-commissioned Officers, 
Bombadiers, Miners, aiid Privates of every cha« 
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racter. The cJacation of the Cadets was aUo smi- 
tini/cd, and he particularly ashed, iT they wore in- 
Htructed by Professors in Mathematics, Natural Phi- 
losophy, Cheniistr), See . — And in order tliat there 
tni^ht be a clear understanding as to the specific 
terms of art, be called the Count Ue las Cases to as- 
sist in this scientific con\ersation. The onlj observa- 
tions Jie made uere those of surprize at our bringing 
twehe-pounders into the field, and the atrength, as 
uell os perfection, of this branch of the British mi'' 
litary force, of uhich beseemed not to ba\c enter- 
taioed an adequate comprehension. 

I premised, at the outset of my Epislolar} Narra- 
th'O, that }ou were to cvpcct sudden transitions to 
very’ unconnected objects j and I now give }ouan al- 
most laughable example, by passing from the ortil- 
Icrj of England to the crown jeucis of France, -of 
which Buonaparte recovered, as I understand, but 
one article, whicli was a Diamond Cross, whose value 
was cstiinafed at Twelve thousand pounds sterling. 
I am also informed, that when telegraphed 

the capture of the Duke D’Angouleme in the South 
of France, an order was instantly returned, that 
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vlmlcvcr propnrly.-n as found in his possession, should 
be instantly restored to him. 

You may probably have observed that our chief 
Passefjg'cr docs not rnalce his enquiries at random. — - 
Indeed, he always add resse.': them to such persons as, 
from their otlicial characters, are particularly qualified 
to give explanatory an^wevs : or, ^Yhich may be the 
most probable circumstance, the ofTicial appearance 
of persons wliom ho accidentally encounters suggests 
llic subject of his interrogations, ns his curiosity di- 
rects itself to the apparent departments of those with 
whom he at any time converses. He niiglit, there- 
fore, be induced to take me in my own way, when I 
was an object of liis notice ; and Physic seems to be 
no unpalatable subject witli liim. He thinks very 
highly of exercise on horseback, as more conducive 
than any other to the preservation of health ; and I 
have been informed that during his passage in the 
Bellerophon, and confident in the expectation that he 
should be received by our Government, he frequently 
anticipated lus enjoyment of the field-sports in. 
England. 

-—Every one remembers the threatened invasion of 
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England in 1805, and the various conjectures which 
were formed on this momentous subject. It was not, 
according to my recollection, by any means, general- 
ly con‘>idered as practicable; nor did any very great 
appreliensions pre\ ail that it would be attempted. I 
will, however, give )ou o»y authority for the actual 
intention of carrying it into execution. — Buonaparte 
positively avers it. He sajs, that he had tno hun- 
dred thousand men on the Coast of France opposite 
to England, and that it w'as his determination to 
head them in person. CThe attempt he achnon lodged 
>1o bo very hazardous, and the issue equally doubtful. 
His mind, however, was bent on tlie enterprize, and 
every possible arrangement was made to give efi'cct to 
its operations. — It was hinted to him, however, that 
his Flotilla was altogether insutbeient ; and that such 
a slup as the Northumberland would run down fitly of 
them. TJiis he readily admitted : but he stated that 
his plan was to rid the Channel of English men of 
war; and for that purpose he had directed Admiral 
VUleneurtf with the combined fleets of Franco and 
Sp.iln, to sail npparentJj for iMartinjque, for the o.x- 
press purpose of distracting our naval force, by 
drawing nllcr him a large portion, if not all, of our 
best ships. Other Squadrons of Observation would 



ir.jcht, !>y thc-f- trann'uvav, 
?' for hi-; purpov.^. Ail* 

s‘-.u.»| \ ii rjH ifM’ur.* on j^aintnc n ccjinin 

lo ta\i' -A h;U!;i{>-4 coor'C h*ckfn KnroiM% 
nr'*, viipJ-'J ihc •« ;:rt> ’■’H**' <<!' Af/'V:, to oiUor 

? >' ('h,u 5 Mf']. ’I'hr I'lotilla ooniil tsirn have 

'-ilfoti lAxih fitiin (>-ti-n$i, DsMikirh, l?i» ihy^rie. atful 
to*' a It-rnin^ por?--, n'hr nitration ’i^a^ to l\a\e 
at tltt^ (.‘.■pnnl, hv j'n'o.ir of t'hath’tn. Hr 
V. ril kr.r\' . I:*' niidrj. t'lat isr '*hor, Id haxc had to cn- 
rrnntcr inan.y ilirfundtir* ; th.*' oUJrct. honxncr. on?; 
*o !;r»'at a-* to ju*i’ay him in tnaklti^ th*' nttrnipf. lint 
^‘i■.lr^u vn o uo'' r.ii t on hi< rotinn hv i^ir Robert 
Cnhl'-r ; r.sul, h:\Nin,; •'isliVnai n tiefent. took roiucc 
in i'crrok V'ro'n that Harbour iso na-; poremptorily 
0’,^k'rrd to Sea. according to hR original instruction'; 
hut, crntinrv to tlseir «no*t iiiipcrative and explicit 
itite!:’.. he >tccred hi< coui>-e for Cadiit. *■* Uo miijht 


as uell," cvclaijised Napoleon — rahiu"- hss \cfcc, 
and encreas?}}*^ hi-; impetuosity, '* he tnig^ht as well 

have e:oue lo the Kust- Indies." Two days alter 

ViUeneuve had quitted his anchoraj^ betore Cadiz, 
a Nui al Oincor arrived tliero to supersede hint. The 
Cr’orious Victorv of Tratulirar soon IblloNYed, and 
tlie French Admiral died a tew days aRer his, ar- 
rival in France ; Report say's — by his o\Yn hand. 
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— Ua\ingp given such a specimen of his active spirit, 
I am about to surprise jou, peihaps, b) the informa- 
tion (hat tills man, who, in the coiirso of his career, 
seems scarcclv to have allowed himself time to sleep, 
vvlille he, for so many years kept the world awake, is 
now become the most decided sleeper on board the 
NoHhnmha land.^ During the greater part of the day 
he reclines on a sofa, quits the card*table at an early 
hour in the cv ening, is seldom visible before elev en in 
tb 9 morning, and not unfrcqucntly kikcs his brenkfnat 
in bed. Dut be has nothing to do, and a Movel will 
sometimes amuse him. 

— -It Iiad been a favourite conjecture, lu several of 
tlic Newspapers, tlint Buonaparte, who had n<5qued 
Deatii in «(t many forms in the Field of Battle, artd 
witoso courage cannot, I should ^ipposc, he liable to 
suspicion, would, , nevertheless, play the Coward at 
last, and put an end to his life, rather tiiaii sailer the 
disgrace of being sent a banished man and a captive 
to St. Helena. The prevalence of such an opinion 
rcacnctt ‘fne ear c/i Vne dnjcA dl Vi, w’no ca'im'iy 'rc* 
plied, — ‘‘ No, no, I Ime not enough of the Roman 
in me to destroy mysscin” 

11 
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Iriie subject was continued in consequence of tlie 
incidental mention of BIr. TVJiitbread’s namej and the 
unhappy termination of his life. That circumstance, 
as well as the political character of Mr. Whitbread, 
was not altogether unknown to Napoleon. After 
haring described him as' a faithful and active friend 
to his country, but who never betrayed any illibei’al 
dr local prejudices against the enemies of it, he seem- 
ed disposed to attribute the lamentable event to the 
moisture of our climate. H'e was not ignorant of the 
effects ascribed to our gloomy month of November, 
and multiplied his questions as to the prevalence of 
fogs in our Island, and their supposed effects on the 
physical system of its inhabitants, so as to produce 
those hypocondriac disorders and the tcedmni vitcB, to 
which self-destruction is frequently imputed. He rea- 
soned for some time with no common ingenuity on 
the unexpected topic, and concluded with this deci- 
sive opinion : — Suicide is a ci’ime the most revolt- 
ing to my feelings ; nor does affy reason present itself 
to my understanding by ivhich it can be justified. It 
certainly originates in that species of fear which we 
denominate cowardice, ( Pollroncric) . For w'hat 
claim can that man have to courage who trembles at 

f 

the frowns of fortune. — True heroism consists in he- 
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coming superior to the ill? of life, in ■wliate\ er shape 
they may challenge him to the combat.” ' 

—General IMontholon is of a very cheerful, lively 
disposition ; but Madame, sa ires chire femme^ is in 
continual application to medical assistance.— Her 
emperor on enquiring of Mr. O’Meara the state of 
her health, repeated the question of Macbeth, in the 
following manner : — 

“ Cao a pliystclao mioKter to ti mind di«ca«ed, 

** Or plack from memorj a rootrd evil. 

Madame Montholon,” he continued, is alarmed at 
the idea of St. Helena. She is destitute of that firm- 
ness so necessary to her situation, and irresolution is 
a tvoakness that is unpardonable cten in a woman*.*’ 
—It is, indeed, \crv evident, that wc are indebted 
for the compan) of the ladies in our tojage, to the 
romantic detotion of the gentlemen their husbands to 
the object for which it ivns undertaken. Madame 


• Mr O’AIeam tTAsSur^nD onboardlheCrUerophon; aod wbrn Bud. 
Rliparte'* mrdical aitrodant drcllnod a contionaoce of bis profnsiootl 
cfnricv, tr nfuatecivd j a «mr«isf.rcce 

by ibe Comwvndcr of ibe Cbanrl flret— Vor thocU 1 be tatisfied 
viUmjielf if I did oot benr to bii lupenor (kill in biipro* 

fnnoo, totbeboQoarof bu cbsMcler, and tbe rinses of bi< brsr!, 

o 2 
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Bfevtraiid could not even persuade lier femme de 
chambre to quit Paris, till she had obtained permis- 
sion for the ivoman’s husband and son to accompany 
the suite. 

— I shall now proceed to give the account of an in- 
teresting conversation v.hich I had with the Count de 
las Cases on the final resolution of Napoleon to throw 
himself on tlie generosity of the English Govern- 
ment. He prefaced his narrative with this assurance : 

“ No page of Ancient History will give you a more 
faithful detail of any extraordinary event, than I am 
about to offer of our departure from France, and the - 
circumstances connected with it. The future His- 
torian will certainly attempt t6 describe it ; and you 
T, ill then he able to judge of the autlienticity of his 
materials and the correctness of his narration. 

From the time the Emperor quitted the capital, 
it W'as his fixed determination to proceed to America, 
a\id establish liimself on the banks of one of its great 
.rivers, where, he had no doubt, a number of his 
friends from France would gather round him : and, 
as he had been finally baffled in the career of his am- 
liition, he determined to retire from the world, and 
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Ijoncath the brandies of liis fig-tree, in that se- 
qnosteied spot, tranqiiiH} and pliilo«op]iically ob- 
serve the agitations of Europe.” — On my observing 
tliat the good people of Washington might entertain 
very difibrent notions of his philosophj, and rather 
contemplate with apprehension such a colony as 1 e 
wonld establish, Las Cases replied, “ Oh, no ; the 
career of Napoleon’s ambition is terminated.”—— 
lie then proceeded. 

On our arrival at Uocbfort, the diflionUy of 
reaching the Land of Promise appeared to be mud* 
greater than had been conjectured. Everv -enquiry 
was made, and various projects proposed ; but, aller 
all, no very practicable scheme ofTered itself to our 
acceptance. At length, as a dermer rLsort, tno 
chasso-marces, (small one-masted vessels) were pro- 
cured ; and it was in actual contemplation to attem, t 
a vojage across the Atlantic in them. Sixteen iMid- 
sliipmen engaged most w illingly to direct their course ; 
and, during the night, it was thought that tliev might 
clTect the meditated escape, — Wc met,” confinucil 
Las Cases, “ in a small room, to discii-s and come 
to a final determination on this momentous subject ; 
uor shall I attempt to dcsciibe the anxiety visible on 



C 51 > 

the countenance? of our small assembly.— The Em- 
reroruloJM' retafnod an unembarrtissedlook, '.vhen be 
cabulv ebnnanded the opinions of Ids chosen band of 
»eno’rcrs» a'< to lus future conduct. The maioritv 

V » 

y en' in tavc-ur of bis returning: to the army, as in the 
ot I' ranee his cause still appeared to year a tu- 
■vounrble aspect. — This proposition the Etnperor iu- 
s'andy rejected, y ilb a declaration, delivered in a 
nro-'t decided tone and mtli a peremptory ^sture,— 
That lie never v ould be tbe instrument of a Ort? fJ7rr 
in France. — Ue ueclan'd. in the vords ybicli he bad 
for .so!nc time fret^ueatly repeated, that his political 
ctireec was termhiatod : and he only uished tor the 
secure as} Inm vdiicb he had promised Inmself in 
Aujcrica, nr, J. tdl that honr. bad no doubt of attain- 
i"t 7 . — lie thou asked me. a< a Naved Ofneer. yk'tbcr 
I t^ojn-htrhat a vovyirc across the Atlantic urns pr.m- 
ticcblc in the s.nall vessels, in ybteh alone it then ap- 
peared that the atceatpt cc-itld be-made. — I bad my 
donbtSv“ added Fas Cases, ''and I had my -n'isbes: 
The latter ur^cd me to encourage the cnierprtre : and 
the tcr.ncr made me hesitate in er-erairing: ior the pro- . 
bal'tlit^ 'C its being crovned mith success. — -3 ly reply 
indicated the in'ducuce of them lotix. — I ansveroc. 
that I had Icrtir enttted the dlarbima' p'rotessioa. a.mi 
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was altogether unacquainted witli the kind of \es^els 
in question, as to their strength and capacitj for such 
Si. navigation as was proposed to be undertaken in 
them; hut as the jouiig Midshipmen who liad vo- 
lunteered iheir services, must be competent judges of 
the subject, and had ofiered to ri«k their H\ es in na- 
Tiga(ingthe‘:e\e«‘Sels, no smallconddcnce, I thought, 
miglit be placed in their probable secuiity. — This 
project, bovvc\er, n as soon abandoned, aiulnoalter- 
mthe appeared but to thron ouraelres on the genc- 
rositj of England,” 

** In the midst of this midnight Council, hut, with- 
out the least appearance of dejection at the varjing 
nnd rather irresolute opinions of his frieiuU, Na- 
poleon ordered one of them to act as Serretai^, and a 
letter to the prince Regent ol England vias dictated. 
— On the following day, I was employed in making 
the necessary arrangements trith Captain I\I.iitiand 
on hoard the Utllero^ion. That Olllccr conducted 
liimselfnilh the utmo-t politcr.es, nnd gentlemanly 
courtesy, bvit would not enter into any vng-.vgemenls 
on the part of his Govein'nent ; nnd, with the e\- 
ception of Lieutenant Colonel Planat, every jier'.oa 
‘ill the suite of Buonaparte U'oyel tLc,ii>-cAe3 up 
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Biiglancl. But the zeal of llio moment was not cal- 
culated to throw any now light upon the manmuT.rc, 
or to soften the original opinion entertained of it. — 
Indeed, I ought to ha\e told jou before, in order to 
account for any apparent knowledge of the opinions 
generally pre\ ailing in England, respecting the 
French Revolution and the leading characters in it, 
previous to tho Peace of jiroieng, if allusions should 
have been made to them, — that the Count de la.g 
Cases had resided among us as an Emigrant, till that 
c\eut. 


— T shall hero obser%e, that whenever an opportu- 
nity oficred, the zealous attendants of Napoleon, 
never failed to represent him in a manner, that might 
]e-«cn any unlai ourahlo impressions, which the) 'jUp- 
po^ed the English entertained re«pectmg him, whe- 
ther personal or political. The impetuo«itj of his 
temper being mentioned, it was not denictl; hut his 
frequent and eien habitual correction of It was illus- 
trated by these tn o anecdotes, w|jich De las Cn«cs re- 
lated as facts, among many other**. Know ii to Iiiraeclf, 
Xfo refafed them in tic ioffowirg manntTr 


I was at St. Cloud, when Captain Mieolieuec 
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■svailed upon tfie Emperor on his return from Eng- 
land. — He had been taken in the Didon, by an 
English frigate, the Phoenix, commanded by Captain 
Baker.* On my introducing him, his Slajesty said, 
an' a very harsh tone of voice, “ So, Sir, you sur- 
rendered your colours to any enemy of inferior force : 

r 

how can you answer for your conduct ?” — Sire,” re- 
plied Mieulieuse, “ I did my utmost 5 my men would 
light no longer.” — “ If so,” answered the Emperor, 
when an Officer is disobeyed by his men, he should 
cease to command : therefore, begone.” About six 
months after this mortifying reception, and when his 


* A short time preiiious to the battle of Trafalgar, (he Didon tvai 
sent from Ferrol by Admiral Yilleneuvc to ascertain- v/hat English 
ships were oft' the Coast. This Frigate, carrying 44 guns, and 330 
men, liad instructions to «ivoid lightings but faJliog in with the 
Phoenix of 3G guns and 254 men, commanded by Captain Baker, her 
Gmail size seemed to justify tlie French Captain in disobeying his or- 
ders: he backed his raain-top-sail and lay-to tilUhe Phoenix ranged 
op alolig-side, and commenced the’ action; when, after a most deter- 
mined conflict of three hours, part of which time they were on board 
.eacli other, the Didon strnck, being a complete wreck. I was at 
ihat time Surgeon of the Plicenix, and can therefore bear testimony to 
Xlie admirable conduct and bravery of Captain Baker, his Officer* 
^ 2 sd Crew, on fhia jceinorable occasion. 



conduct liad been inquired into, he was ajtpomted fo" 
the command of a squadron at Venice. ^ 

The Emperor had a eonfident' d «ecretaiy, ti 
man of superior talents, wito was blessed with a dis- 
position so mild, and a temper so smooth, that it was 
almost impossible to trouble the one, ortorulllctbo 
other. The impetuosity of his Imperial Master, w itlt 
tlie uncertain and unreasonable hours when he wn9 
frequently summoned to his dutj, and the ralm pre- 
paration in nhich he was ever found to perfornv it/ 
suniciontly probe's tlwr cliaracler that has been given 
of him.— Napoleon seldom tooh a pen into hU hand, 
his general practice w as to dictate to others, n hich he 
dhl nitli the rapidity of thought; and if an idoffc- 
struck hinv in the middle of tho night, thosccrctarv in. 
waiting nas instantly summoned to transmit it to 
paper.. This oflicer had happened, on one of the«o 
hasty occasion*, to have mMakcn an expression as it 
Mas dictated to him, and, for tins accidental mistake^ 
was <H«misscd from the pnjsence in terms of the se- 
verest displeasure. The next morning the Emperor 
*ont for his sccretarj ; and when the latter entered 
the saloon with his usual placid and undisturl>ed 
rcwintenancc, the Emperor, with rather an angry 
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look, demanded of Iiim if he had slept the preceding- 
night r and, on being informed that he had enjoyed 
his usual hdurs of comfortable repose, this replv was 
given then you have 'been more fortunate tlian 
me ; so take your pen and a decree for a very li- 
beral pension to the secretary was instantly dictated/' 

It was wished, also, to counteract a notion which 
was imagined to prevail among us, that Napoleon did 
not possess the active spirit of gallantry towards the 
Ivadies, without which a Frenchman does not believe 
that any generous, noble, or heroic virtue can exist. 
— Such an opinion, if it prevailed, was considered by 
his zealous champions as a most foul and groundless 
assertion. Among other proofs of his more tender 
nature, it was said, that he was sincerely attached to > 
Maria Lnuisa ; and it was added, a fond look from 
lier eye would command any thing from his Ir. ' — 
(Remember, it is a Frenchman who speaks.) At 
the same time it was avowed, that though she might 
possess his more permanent aifeclion, her hlajcsty 
was known to suspect the possibilitj* of his straying 
into an occasional infidelity. 


It is indeed very well known; that the English Is* 
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tlios wliom he saw from the gangway of the Bellero- 
phon, drew from him >ery aiiiiuated evpressions of nd- 
Diiration, Brown, , a daughter 'bf General 

Blown, is said to have fixed his exclusive attention, 
while slic was in a situation to remain an object whose 
iVatiirescould be distinguished. 

— You may remember, perhaps, that some 5 ears 
since, when the INInrquis of Wellesley was Secretary 
of State for the Foreign Department, that Sir 
George,' then Captain Cockburn, who commanded 
the Implacable, was particularly chosen to conduct a 
secret enterprize witli Baron de Colai, a Pole, to res- 
cue and secure the escape of Ferdinand VII. of 
Spain, who was at that time conGned in the Ca«tle of 
Valenyay. — I have now the means of throwing some 
light upon that interesting transaction, by the com- 
munications of those who were well acquainted with 
what I must consider as the unfortunate conclusion, 
of it. 

ill] that could be done by the actiie, patient, and 
unremitting vigilance of Captain Cockburn, to whom 
so important apart of this secret de^iign had been cn* 
trusted, was accotnplUhed; and it nesd not be added. 
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that the officers under his command, shared hfs ger-, 
severing spirit. They, in due time, arrived at the* 
spot, where the Baron was to enter upon the part as^ 
signed him in tlie bold and dangerous stratagem; 
and, as an essential accompaniment of it, money and 
jewels were artfully concealed in different parts of his 

I 

dress. He hoped to return in about a month, and 
all the necessary signals were arranged in order to 
secure his retreat with his royal prize to the ship. 
Nothing more, however, was heard of the Baron ; 
and the Implacable after a long -continued, tedious, 
and ever-watchful cruMje, returned to port. 

The enterprizing Pole no-w became the subject of” 
various conjectures. He was successively considered 
as having betrayed his trust, or seized as a spy, and 
put to death; or that the weak, infatuated Prince, 
for whose deliverance the enterprizing Baron had de- 
voted himself to so much danger, had betrayed the' 
plot, and involved his romantic adherent in the fatal 
consequence of sucli a discovery. But the njystery 
of the poor Baron’s fate was now to be unfolded. 
The necessary witnesses for the purpose were in 
Court : Savary, who was' minister of the Police of 
Paris, at the lime of this secret expedition, was hr 
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ttie su te of Napoleon, nnd could have no objcclioi 
(o tcH all that he knen of the busincse, nhilchis 
inastci*u'U8ati the ppot to confirm or correct the £itato< 
ment. There uai no diflicuUy, therefore, for Sir 
Georg^e Cockhurn, in Ins present liin;h official cha- 
racter, to become acquainted with the finale of the 
bold Daron'a adventures; concernin" which, it may 
be presumed, his generous nature felt something 
more than curiosity. 

The Baron, it seems, had arrived In safety at the 
point to which he was destined, but Almighty Love 
appears to have demanded his first attentions. A 
Jadv, to whom ho was ardent!) attached in Paris, 
was an irresistible object of attraction, and to that 
cit) he bent his first steps : but he had not been two 
hours within its walls before some of Savary’s nivr- 
midons seized the unfortunate nnd imprudent Pole, 
►tripped ofi* hi« clolhc«, with their sahmhle conceal- 
ments, and consigned him to a prison. So far the 
stratagem failed of success s but Buonaparte wished 
to kaaw UiWtUcc the itwprlsiawid. wuciaacch. was. 
to it. — A proper person was therefore selected to 
personate the Baron, and with all his fabcpacvpnrts 
itod rich clothes, introduced himcelf to Ferdinand; 
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but tbougb tlie guards were purposely withdrawn, to 
' give ail possible facility for his escape, tlie imprison- 
ed King dared not encounter' the danger of the at- 
tempt. 

— On our approach to Bladeira, tlie hazy state of 
ihe atmosphere precluded the possibility of seeing 
the Island, until we got close between Puerto Santo 
and the Deserts. The latter rocky island is almost 
perpendicular; and has some slight resemblance to 
St. Helena. This circumstance I mentioned to Be 
las Cases, and he instantly communicated it to Na- 
poleon, who had quitted the dinner-tabic sooner than 
usual, and joined a few of us on the poop ; but the 
comparison of what be now saw, with his gloomy 
notions of the place whei'e he rvas shortly to abide, 
produced not a single word. He gave an energetic 
shrug, and a kind of contemptuous smile; and that 
u as all. — Tlie sloping front and luxuriant aspect of 
the island of Madeira could not but excite an unplea- 
sant sensation, when contrasted with the idea he had 
entertained of the huge black rock of St. Helena. — I 
had presented Johhson’s Work on the Influence of 
Tropical Climates on European Constitutions to fiic 
perusal. That winter has been very lavish of his ck- 
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comiluns on St, Helena ; but be acknowledge*? Ibnl be 
onlj laj- nt anchor o/T it-^or three da)S ; and its .acute 
reader ridiculed the glowing descriptions wliich were 
founded on such a transient and imperfect view of the 
place. 

A Sirocco wind had blown for forty-eight hours 
previous to otirarri>al at the Madclras, and Isad done 
considerable damage to the vines of the Island,— This 
circumstance uill be indubitably attributed by the su« 
per^titious inhabitants to the malign appearance of 
Huonaparte on their coast; and all the saints were 
probably invoked to Imstco our departure. 

■\Vith the line landscape of the rich and fruitful- 
spot before u*?, I conclude this Jjeltor. — IMy next may, • 
perhap*!, inform }ou of oar arrival nt the barren and 
rockysccnoof St. Helena. But, wherever I may be, 
you well know, I (rust, with what truth, 

I am, 

W. W, 

K 
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At Sea,' 


Mr DEAn 


OUR great roan seldom suifered a day to 
pass witliout making' particular enquiries respecting' 
the health of the crew ; and the nature of such diseases 
as then prerailed among them, with the particular mode 
of treatment. The complaints tlien prevalent onboard 
the Northumberland required a free use of tlie lancet. 
We had a young, healthy, ilorid crew, on our quilting 
England, with constitutions liable to be influenced 
■u'ith increase of temperature. Ke seemed to enter- 
tain a 'very strong prejudice against bleeding, 'uhich 
he called theSangrado practice, nor did he fail to 
treat our first conversations on the subject with a 
degree of humour and pleasantry, which proved 
that the great events of Ins life had not driven from 
his recollection the solemn satire of Lc Sage. He 
urged the propriety of sparing the precious fluid, 
under an apprehension of its deficiency, when, as ho 
conceived, the food on board a ship was not suf- 
, ficiently nutritious to restore it. A Frenchman, he 
exclaimed, would never submit to the discipline of 
th3 Spanish Doctor. And on my observing the 
Pi'ench much beef as Englishmen, 

JAIPUR 
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lie pcrcmptonly (^cnied the f.ict ; — to (lie full as 
much,” he said, but they cook it clifTercntly.” — lie 
•was, howoror, open to conviction ; anti when ho had 
been made to understand the general health of dur 
fleet, and had witnessed the good effects of the 
practice nhicli he had so forcibly reprobated and 
ridiculed, he no longer argued against it ; but alwajs 
mentioned it with some facetious observation. On 
mcDtingmc, hcviould apply Iuh fingers to the bend of 
the opposite arm, and a<?k — “ well, how many have 
jou bled to*day ?” Nor did he iVil to cvclaim, when 
any ol his own people w'erc indisposed— ‘‘O bleed 
him, bleed him t To the powerful lancet with liiiu ; 

that’s the inflillihlo remedy.” He liad, however, 

seen the good eftbets on Madame Bertrand. That 
lady was attacked with on inflammatory Fever, when 
«-he submitted to lose two pounds of blood, ns v. c!l as 
to abstain from wine and all animal food: but the 
Sangmdo efiected her cure, and confirmed 

the proscl}ttsm of her Emperor to the practice. 

Of his own stale of health he has good rea«on to 
boast ; and when it is considered to how many va- 
rious climates he has exposed himself, and what a 
fiUcccs:)ion of (oil he has undei^onc during the last 
k3 
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twenty-five yearsj. the excellent lidalth he lias enjoy- 
ed, and still enjoys, is altogether astonishing. — PIo 
declares that ■ he has been but twice, throughout his 
life, in- such a state as to demand medical aid. 
He took a dose of physic foi’ the first com- 
plaint ; and the second, being a pulmonic aliec-' 
tion, required a blister. Mr. O’Pileara, his own sur- 
geon, speaks with admiration of his temperament,, 
and says, that his pulse never exceeds sixty-two. His 
o^vn spontaneous account of hiras.elf is, tliat he iS' 
very passionate ; but that the violence of his disposi- 
tion soon subsides, not only into' tranquillity, but in- 
to coldness and indifference. — I liave neVer heard 
that, in .speaking of his constitution and uncdmnion 
state of health, he everhinteil at the advances of age, 
or calculated the probabilities of his enjoying length 
of life . — He has indeed been knowji to say, and to 
repeat the opinion, that he ought to- have died on the 
day when hc’ entered Moscow ; as lie then had arrived 
at the summit of his military glory. It has been oven ' 
said by some of hi^ few surrounding friends, that he 
should, himself have determined not to survive iL 


— I must beg leave to return to the subject of 
blood-letting, as a eonverbation took place wlucli had 
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escnped me, and is an nddUionsfl pi oof of his curiositv 
pranxict), or perhaps both of fheai, respecting if. — 
He called me to him on the qaaitor-dccL, a’ld as^ei 
the folIowing^ profoaeional questions : — “ Can a per- 
iOn, labouring under a tropical disease, iiqiiiiini^ 
Tvliat }ou call the fice ase of the lancet,' promise liiin- 
ffclf an equal share of health, eighteen monthi allei, 
as he had before' the system of depletion?” — — 
“ How long are the \essels filUng auer being par- 
tially oniptitd of blooJ ; and wlmt quantity can (he 
human body Io'’e nithout p^'oducing tfeath ?” — After 
leasonitig for some time on the subject of tho-^e ques- 
tion^, I surprized him nith’tlic account of a ver) e\- 

traordiiiarj ca^e then subject to my treatment. A 

teaman Tras put ontho'feicklist, thedNease an inflam- 
mation of the stomach. On the second daj the puUe 
beat 150 in the minute, and not an article of food or 
of medicine was retained by the stomach for t« o mi- 
iuitei». In (he course of iTiree dajs the patient lo®t 
fifteen pounds of blood ; when the ptilcc, thoiigli still 
full, was reduced to 87 beats. Nothing solid jc- 
muined orrhis stomach for three months, ncvcrthcle^^s 
the man rcco\ercd. This you nill »aj was a case ij> 
point; and enough to make any one n conicrt to tha 
application of the lancet. He deacnbed to me a pul- 
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monic complaiiit’wilh wliicli lie was atlTected on Iiis re- 
turn from Egypt ; and asked me -wliat treatment I 
should have adojiled in his case. “ Would you have 
done as Coxisart did ? he blistered me twice.” I re- 
plied that, most probably, I should have bled pre- 
vious to the application of a blister, as in the com- 
mencement of pectoral affections, they ‘are generally 
attended with inflammation. The conversation af- 
forded me, as I thought, rather a fair opportunity of 
asking- him, if his sleep was generally sound ; I felt 
at the time, that it was an adventurous question ; nor 
would it have surprized me, if he had turned av/ay 
without giving me an answer ; but, with a look more 
expressive of sorrow than displeasure, he replied, 
No : — from my cradle, I have been an indifferent 
sleeper.” 

Adieu, &c. &c. 


At Sea, 


MY BEAR , 

‘I shall begin this Letter, by introducing a 
very interesting person to your attention; and who, 
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in our various quarter-deck conversations, liad not 
been hitherto mentioned. It Mas the Empress Jo- 
scphinc.“Hcr name happening to occur, she became 
the spontaneous subject of lerj animated culogiums; 
Ml'on she Mas represented as possessing a sweetness 
of di'-pO'itioD, an elegance of manners, and a cer- 
tain melody of voice that irresistibly charmed e\ cry 
one, M ithout any cvceptlon as to situation or capacity, 
Mho MOic adiuillctl to her prei>cnce.— The sudden 
dentil of this excellent Lady Mas \cry gencrolU la- 
mented, and is utlrilmted to a \crj extraordinary 
circumstance, ami a very exalted pcr-onngc. I Mill 
relate the event to you in the words, ns far nsniQmory 
serves, in which the Count do las Cases conveyed it 
as an iimleniahlc fact (o me. — Josephine, it seems, 
had so far Mon the rdmiralion and high esteem of the 
Emperor Alexander, that his Inipcri il IMajesty ti-ed 
to dedicate many of his leisure hours to the pleasure 
of her fnscinaling conversation. IIi-> virit'. were not 
only ficquenl but continual during bis slay at Paris. 
— Her state of bcaltb was but indifTercnt, and on 
fome frafffca?Jr cccs^ha, hec ha<} pre^ 

scribed medicines of a nature that required the utmost 
care and precaution, and an absolute confinement to 
her chamber: but, at this time, tlie Emperor paid 
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©nc of Ills visilsj rrljen Iser respect (or Iiim I'ciidercd 
iiei inc^iitiOJiSj and rIjc received tlie Imperial guest in 
the usual manner. .They walked, during tlie time of 
> his stay, in the gardens of Mal-Maison ; and the con- 
sequence of this promenade v/as fatal : — she was 
seized wdth aviolent inflammation in thedungs, which 

defied ail medical assistance, and in a few days she 

'' ♦ 

was no more. 

— From the same authority I give}'ouan account of 

her marriage wilp Napoleon, v/hich certainly differs 

as far as my recoileclion serves, from the credifed 

« 

histories of that event : it is not, liowcvcr, for me to 
attempt a reconciliation of opposing narratives ; but 
to relate, for your amusement, udiat I have heard, 
and' the author of my information : it is as follows. — 

An order which was i'=suod by the Convention to 
disarm the citizens, occasioned the introduction of 
Buonaparte, then a General, and high in militar}' 
comn'iand, to Josepliine. Her Jiusband, wijs said to 
Jiave sufi’ered eighteeji months before tne circumstance 
about to i)e niciilioned. lie bad IcR a sou Ftigono 
Beauharnois, at this time a most interesting youlb, 
who took an opportunity to address the General on 
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Oie Parade, and solicit Itis fallicr*fe sWord ; tv-hicli,’ 
according to the late order, liad been removed from 
Ins mother’^ residence. Uuonaparte, cliarniod by the 
request, Und tlw animated modesty with whicli it ivas 
made, instantly granted it. The mother si rote a 
letter the following day to thank the General for his 
Kijulncss to her son. This grateful attention produced 
a sisit on his part, and the Lady not being at home, 
she sent a note of apology and pafticular invitation. 
An interwow of course foHowed: ho has instantly 
captivated, and in sit weeks they were married.— U 
has been generally thought, I believe, that the se- 
cond marriage did not obliterate his regard for her j 
and it is here ac'crtcd, by tho^c who were qualified 
to form a correct opinion of the matter, that he would 
have given more evident proofs of his regard, if tho 
jealousy of Ujc second Empress had not intcrpo&ed to 
prevent them. 

■ — Having induced you, perhep®, to suppose that 
Napoleon was susceptible of love. I shall introduce 
I^fadaine Bertrand to persuade you, that he is not 
without a capacity for friendship.— She related, iii a 
very impressing manner to u?, (he last intervier/ 

L 
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■with Dukoc, Duke of Frieuli, and his afflicted So- 
vereign. - ' . , 

, » 

That officer, Avhb, as it will appear, stood high in 
his Master’s regard and confidence, was struck by a 
cannon-ball, as' he was reconnoitring the position for 
a night encampment of the army, and his bowels fell 
to the ground ; when he had the exlrfiordinary reso- 
lution to collect and replace them with his owm hands? 
on the spot. In this hopeless state he was removed 
to a neighbouring cottage, 'ivhere he survived twenty- 
four hours. — A mortification soon took place, and a very 
offensive smell began to issue from his body, which 
continued to increase. After he had been some time 
in this state, the Emperor came to visit and console 
him. The dying man, after expressing his acknow- 
ledgements to his Blaster for this gracious act of 
kindness, which he accompanied with sentiments of 
the utmost loyalty and devotion, recommended his 
wife and daughter to the Imperial protection : and 
then entreated him to depart, lest the effluvia proceed- 
ing from him might be attended with infection. — She 
represented Napoleon’s grief as perfectly romantic, 
and stated as a fact, that he lay, for it is not to. he 


\ 
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supposed that ho slept, a whole nijht on the ston« 
winch coxcred tlio grave of his friciul.' , 

— She » also rnentioued that he possessed an equal 
attachment to Lasne^, Duke of Montebello, who was 
killed at the battle of C^ing, and a similar scene of 
oflliction and regard took place. — That bras c officer 
had been obliged tu submit to the amputation of one 
leg just below the knee, and the other Ju^t above tlio 
ancle. Duonapattc and Bertrand sisited him in this 
unhappy condition, on the left bank of the Danube. 
Bertrand was cn(lea\ curing to console him bj com- 
paring his situation to that of the bra\e Cafiarelli, 
wlicn he, with a certain eagerness of expression, 
thus intuiTuptcd Iiim: — The attachment of Caf- 
farclli to the Emperor was cold, when compared with 
(he alfoclion which I feel.” 

—It was on a Sunday, at (he Admiral's table, that 
Buonaparte catechised the Chaplain of the Northum- 
berland in the following curious and unexpected 
manner : though the learned Divine U well qualified 
(o Aa\ c answ ere J a more proAtmrf crrqirtr) n^qiecif- 
ing the Faith which he (eachc«, and the things (hat 
belong to it. 


J. 2 
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—How many Sacramcnls does tlie Church of Eng- 
land acknowledge ? 

Two— Bapdsin and the Lord’s Supper. 

— Does not t!»o Church of England consider Mar- 
riage as a Sacrament ? • . • i 

Iso. 

— ^V'lial" a re' the Tenets. of (he Church of England.^ 
-The Tenets of the Church of England are Luthe- 
ran. nr Ej)iscoi)al Protestant. 

— How often is the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
administered ? . , 

Ip the churches of the mcti’opolis, and other cities 
and large towns,, the Eucharist is observed inouthl't/ • 
but in the country churches, -where the population is 
not so large, quarterly. The Festivals of the Na- 
tivity of our Saviour, or Christn7a ^ Day ; of the Re- 
surrection, or Easter Sunday; the Descent of the 
Holy Ghost, or IITit-sunday ; and the Feast of 
St. Michael, are thp quarterly observations of thc- 
Eucharist. 

—Do all the communicants drink put of the same 
cup ?— They do, 

— ^I.s the bread made use of in tlie Sacrament com* 
jnon bread 

— The bread is of wheat, and the best that cait he 
conveniently procured, - .r 
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— Supposing tlinl iu»c could not be procured in tbe 
Adniintstr.Uion of tlic Saeramonf, uould any other 
liquid be nlloned ns its &ubs(itu(e ? ‘ 

It is not at ail piobnble that a case of this hind crer 
occurred : nine being to be procured in crery part of 
the kingdom. 

— Do the bishops ficquenllj preach ? 

Seldom but on cxtroordtiiary occasions. 

—Do the} near the mitre? 

I bcUc\c 1 may ^enUt^cto«ay — never. Though 
I cannot affirm whether the aich-bishops door do not 
wear the mitre, when they crown t)ie King? 

— IIn>c not the bUhops a seat in the. House of 
Peers? t 

They ha\ c. 

— How long is it requisite for persons who arc 
candidates for Holy Orders at the Uni\crsit}, to ha^c 
resided there ? 

Four'je'irs : — ^but previous to their becoming mem- 
bers of the University, tlic) aie gener.dly seven or 
eight }car« at a classical school. 

— or ho«r long standing must a person he in the 
Unircriiit}, before (he degree of a Doctor of Di- 
xinit} ? • 

Nineteen years from (ho time of Ids matrIcuJaltonk 
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' —‘Wliicli are the most approved places of education 
for candidates for Holy Orders ? 

’ The universities of Oxford and Cambrido-e. 

♦ O 

—Are there many Puritans (meaning Presbyterians) 
in England ? 

There are a great many. 

— ^What are the religious tenets of the Church of 
Scotland ? 

The tenets of that Church are Calvinistic. They 
do not allow episcopacy or the government by 
bishops. They are Presbyterians, because they 
hold the government of priests, and presbvters or 
elders. 

— To whose custody are the registers of baptisms, 
marriages, and deatlis committed ? 

They are generally entrusted to the care of the mi- 
miuisfer 5 but it is a more regular proceeding to kerp 
them in a strong cliest which remains in tlie vestry- 
room of the parish cliurch. This chest is guarded 
by three lochs of different construction : so that it 
cannot, or at least ought not, to be opened, without 
the concurrence of three persons — the mini^-ter, and 
the two church-wardens : who, each of them, pob'-es= 
their official and separate key. Tlie idea of kens and 
locking up, might not excite sensations altogeUicr 
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pleasini; to tlib exlraordinary Captive, for here he 
closed his enquiries. 

It may be said tliat every thing is possible, if it 
should please God; as was observed, accoidingto 
the story, by a Dutch burgomaster, when a man was 
brought before him who was accused of hav lug bit off 
his own nose. Dut at nil events, it m.iy be considered 
ns a very striking article of the clmpter of improba- 
bilities, in any preceding part of Buonaparte’s life, 
that lie should ever be found catccluring the chaplain 
on hoard an English man of war bound for St. He- 
lena, respecting the fornis, ceremonies, tenets, fire, 
of tbe Anglican churcli. 

— •The* ceremony of crossing the lino, a day of jubi- 
lee to the voyagers of every maritime nation, is so 
well known, that it would be suporiluous to give a 
minute description of it ; though more tlian u«ual ce- 
remony was displayed on the present occasion ; andit 
must be acknow ledgcd that the French party submitted 
with tbe best grace, timl is to say, with the luost 
perfect good humour, to the novel freedoms of the 
marine Saturnalia : Nor had the Xcpluno nod Am- 
phitritc of the day any cau«c of complaint. Tlicy were 
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sealed HI a boat 5i!ed witli water, the tbrone a match- 
tub, and the sceptre a painter’s brush. They were 
surrounded by their Tritons, consisting of fifty or sixty 
of the most athletic men in the sliip, naked to the 
Tfaist, and bedaubed witli various colours, each bear- 
ing a pail of salt water, to drench more or less, the 
Pubjecls of the brihy god. The licence of tlie pastime 
may be imagined, wdien Captain Ross, Avho command- 
ed the ship, received the contents of one of them with 
' perfect pleasantry. 

— Bertrand, Montholon, Gourgond, and De las 
Cases, w'ith all the domestics, presented themslves to 
the temporary but potent Neptune, and received, with 
the necessary cheerfulness their share of his ablutions. 
The two former led their cliildren forward, eacJi of 
them presenting, from their extended little hands, a 
double Napoleon as their offering to the presiding 
deify of the deep. A sea-boy sung the song of the 
“ Snug little Island,” some of whose lines were not 
very complimentary to the enemies of Great Britain, 
but not an unpleasant look was produced by them. • 
The ladies viewed the scene from an elevated position, 
and appeared to be equally amused and astonished at 
the festivities of it. Neptune was rather disappointed 
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t!mt Napoleon did not make lii*! appearance, tkougTi 
he acktjoulcdged the sovereign dignity by sending hU 
tribute. Ill short, harmony prevailed to the dose of 
this festive medley. 

— Y<»u, ny friend, who have aftnrded a vigilant at- 
tention to eieiy part of Napoleon'^ extraordinary 
c^reei, and to sili«fy v.ho-!,c prevailing curiosity 
•coniT^rning him, I have become nvvriicr ol biogiapbj, 
'auciuis it ma) prove, yon, I s**), may remember, 
thovuh il docs not occur to me, that a rumour pre- 
vailed ufior tK* Ttoat> ofTiUit, of p projected mur- 
nago betr.ecn the Emperor of Franco and a Tlu‘»siati 
IPrinu'-a. This ctrcuai«rtancc seems to bo acknow- 
ledged here ; and it !«( taid, moreov cr, that the failure 
of this ncgociation aro«e from the bigotrj of tlioladj’g 
rojul mother, ivbo insisted on the Cbtahlishmeiit of a 
Greek Church in the palace of l)ie Th«illeric«..— I 
mere!) vtntc it ns a little article of our political chit- 
chat, fervour political amusement. 

—I recnr once more to the person of tliis object of 
your inquisitive opirit, as it Icad^to circumstance*;, (I 
know tbev vuU not Ixs thought trifling bv >ou,) whiLli 
ar® connected with this additional description of it. 

K 
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Helms an uncommon face ; large, pale, and full. But 
not sickly. In conversation the muscles suffer little or 
no exertion : with the exception of those in the im- 
mediate vicinity of the mouth, the whole seemed fixed, 
and the forehead perfectly smooth. That of a French- 
inan is generally wrinkled, from the habitual muscular 
■ exertion of the countenance, which we denominate 
grimace ; but how'ever earnest Napoleon may be in 
conversation, he discovers no distortion of feature.— 
When he wishes to enforce a question, he sometimes 
employs his hand, but that alone ; and were I describ- 
ing a PtiiL MuUre, I might a.ttribute the display to its 
• uncommon handsomeness. — He sometimes smiles, but 
, J believe he never laughs. I have never observed, 
when laughter has prevailed around him, that he has 
'caught the pleasant infection. The interesting cliil- 
dreU' on board, ivho amuse every body, do not attract 
bis attention. There is a large good-tempered New- 
foundland degj U’lio is a frequent, and rather a rude 
play-fellow of these urchins ; and in a situation where 
no active entertainments are exhibited, the interludes 
of these performers afford no small degree of amuse- 
ment to those around them, but they have never won 
a smile, that J have observed, from tlie Ex-impe-. 
rial sncctator. Once, indeed, when Bertrand was in. 
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conversilion with his Mister, the Count’s little girl 
intnuled upon it j with i storj which all her fathers 
prohibitions could not silence On tins occasion Na- 
poleon took her by the luml, lieird out her little tile, 
and at the conclusion kib-»cd her But tliH ^ery un- 
common ittention w is probably paid to the child as 
the Old) mode of getting rid of hei which might not 
hi\e beenpiinful to the ftehngft of the father 

— ^\ou will f!ij, perhaps, when jou ln\c read a 
little further, that we arc ver) much in want of amuso- 
nicnts on hoard of a ship, which we ccMainly know as 
well a3)ou, and that we arc pic iscd with little tliingi , 
however, as )oii aro the fither of children, I will tell 
you something which 1 think will amuse 3011 Fre- 
qiicnt attempts arc made on the lojalt) of the little 
Berlrando, b\ courting them in verv F^dacing words to 
■paj — Vt e le Jloi, and Vrcc I oms lit hml But the 
tw o eldest arc lo) il childun, and trii", and nev or f «l 
to reply with, Vtxe fEmpercur The yoingost of tho 
three was however, al length, hnhed by irre«istjble 
sweetmeats to saj — Tire Loins i!ix hitt ^ for he, like 
other cautious politicians, could not he persuaded to go 
nil lengths, and add— *1 ire fc iJoj But tlusdiring 
djsKafcc*jon never filled to be followed by the re- 


u2 
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pi*6aclies of liis uncorruptible brotliei' and sister.—^ 
^liis charming boy is said to bear a strong resemblance 
, to the young Napoleon, and ha^ acquired the title 
among us of Jolm Bull, which he trinmphantiy re- 
tains ; and if asked who he is, — appears pleased to 
fexclaim — Jepn BeolL 

.* ' j 

— You have known me long and have been ac- 
quainted with my general views in life : but who can 
foresee what he may come to ! — and could you sup- 
pose that I should ever be a teacher of the English 
language, and to the late Grand Marshal of the Pa- 
lace of the Thuilleries j though I have reason to lie 
proud of my scholar for his amiable disposition, sol- 
dier-like frankness, and cultivated mind. He, speaks 
English intelligibly, but with a very French accent. 
This he wished to imprpve, and I undertook to read 
with him. Such has been my task for an hour or two 
every day during the last fortnight. We have got 
through the Vicar of W^akefield with great success; 
Roderic Random, the never-failing novel of a seaman, 
now occupies us. The sea terms and the seamen’s 
language are rattier perplexing, as my persevering 
scholar will not suffer a single sentence to pass by 
without the best explanation that I, can, find. The 
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Tour of Doctor Syntax yet remains,, and tv iU proba- 
bly last us to St. llclcno. 

—As you Iiavo desired me to omit notbini;, however 
triflinjf, that relates to, or is aulUcnticoUy related of, 
our chief Passenger, I shall ju'^t mention that Count 
Bertrand, in the history nrhicit he gave of the Ger- 
man campaign in 1807, took occasion to ob«erve that 
Buonaparte had Tcry seldom employed spies. Ila 
appeared in the course of his warfare, to know but 
one instance of a person beinjr engaged I'J master 
ill that capacity, w Inch was in Italy ♦ at tlic same time 
he acknowledged that the serriccs performed by him. 
were of con«idcrable importance. In speaking also 
of Napoleon’s talents, Tor which he uniformly avows 
the I most profound admiration, lie expressed Iilmseir 
to the following cficct: — “ When 1 was first admit- 
ted to the Emperor’s confidence, he employed me on 
a particular service, and no zeal was wonting, on mjr 
part, to execute it ; but 1 (bund it, as I thouglit, to be 
impracticnblo ; and 1 did not hesitate to submit inj 
opinion to him that it srasso. It may he so to yon 
I(C fTqT?fCf?. ?/cf^ ift what tnaaaer dfJ jew pn7cce»c?? / 
accordingly explained themcons I had pv,rsucd. You 
havo/uiled he laud in following your plans : now sea 
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succesp you \Yil1 have in pnrsninir mine. Tliese 
he explained I adhered to them of conr-pc and suc- 
ceeded. I then determined never aijaiu to suppose 
that any commands of his could fail ofbeine- fnlHncd: 
and in any future operations which lie entrusted to mo. 
the idea of impossibility never occurred to my 
thoughts in the performance of my duty, or was 
forced upon me by my experience in the failure 
of it.'* 

— I have observed; that at cards, our extraordinary 
man plays rather a negligent game, and loses liis mo- 
ney with great good humour. Nay, he is fi'eqnently 
inaccni'ate in reckoning- his points. (Src. : but as often, 
most assiu-cdiy, to his loss as his gain. At chess, in- 
deed, which is a scientific game, independent of foi‘- 
tune, and considered as being connected with militai-y 
tactics, he may not possess, perhaps, the same indiffe- 
rence. Hon-ever that may be, I shrewdly suspect tliat 
hlontholon, Avhon he plays A'vith liim, takes care to be 
the loser. I have read, though I know not Avherc, that 
some great Commander, on being beat at chess by one 
of his officers, Avasso infuriated by the jealousy of tlie 
mon :nt, that he drcAV forth a pistol and dispatched 
his conquerer. I AA onder whether the Aid-de*Camp 
has ever heard this story : 
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‘ —Ua\ing crossed the Line, the south-west wind- 
occasioned our roaliing a sn cep off the Gulph of Gui- 
nea, hefore w o v, ere enabled to shape a course for our 
destined port. TIic declining sun of the 14lh of Octo- 
ber, 1815, shot out a parting ray e’er it sunk beneath 
the Iiori^on. Under this small illuminated space, n as 
pcrcei\cd the lofty Peak of Saint Helena. The,me- 
morahlc morning soon dawned which was to us|hcr,^ 
the commencement of Napoleon’s exile. This neir 
feature in his history, will be tlie subject of my next 
Letter. 


C' 


Adieu, d:c. &c. 


w. 


St, ITei.ena, 

»iT nr.An — , 

The sensation excited in the little interesting 
Colony of St. Helena, on the arri\al of this extraor- 
dinar) guest, may be more oasil) concehedthan des- 
cribed. Curio^it), astonishment, and interest com- 
bined to rouse the inhabitants from their habitual 
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iinnquiUity^ into a state of hnsy activity and iuqiiisi- 
'tivc solicitude. 

Napoleon did not leave liis caWn for a full hour 
after tlic shi]) had anchored in the hay ; hoTvever, 
wficn the deck became clear, he made his appearance 
and ascended the poop ladder, from which he could 
'•tJsxamine every gun that bristles at the mouth of James 
Valley, in the centre of which the town of that name, 
and the only one on the Island, is situate. While he 
stood there, 1 watched his countenance w'ith the^most 

i'.r% 

observant attention, and it betrayed no particular 
sensation: He looked as any other man w'ould look at 
a place which he helield for the first time. I shall also 
take this ojiportunity to mention that, during the 
w hole voyage, from the moment the Northumberland 
set sail from England, to its arrival at St, Helena, I 
never saw any change in the placid countenance and 
tznassumifig manners of our distinguished shipmate ; 
nor did I hear of a discontented look, or a peevish ex- 
pi-ession, being remarked by any other person in the 
ship. The Ladies, indeed, discovered some distress 
on the first view of their rocky cage ; hut their ge- 
neral conduct oil the occasion, displayed a degree of 
self-posseesion wdiicli was not expected of them. 
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Tlio first object of the Admiral was to make 
tUc occes'^ar) arrangements for the accomodation of 
Napoleon and lii« Suite; and the Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor’s house was appropriated for that purpose, 
till a proper place could be picpared for his fix- 
ed residence. It nas not, therefore, till tho 17th, 
that tlicy discmb.irkcd — After sun-set, on that day, 
when the liihahltanls of the town, nearied out in 
nutting for the spectacle of Buonaparte's landing, 
had retired to their homes, he, according to the 
nUh ho had expressed, passed unohscrved to tho 
house nlicrc ho nas to pass the first niglit as an 
inhabitant of St. Helena. 

— At an early hour of the following morning, 
the General was on horseback, nccompanicd by Sir 
George Cockburn. Tlicj a«ccnded tlie mountain 
to Longaoorf, which was to bo the tranquil rc»i- 
dcncc of a man, on an isolated rock in Africa, 
who had poiscv«ed gorgeous palaces in so many 
of the splendid cities of Europe, 

About a mile fiom the town, and midway up tlie 
Tnoiintaiii, stands the counlrj-hou«c of a most res- 
pectable man and a merchant of*tho Island, Mr, 

h 


( so ) 

Balccnihc : It is namotl T/ie Briars, and is situated 
on a level spot, which might almost he imagined to 
have been formed by art in the steep ascent. It oc- 
cupies about two acres, and is bountifully supplied 
uilh water, by whose irrigating influence a pleasing 
and conli'astcd scene of vegetation, enriched by fruit- 
trees, lias been j>roduced : and seems, as it were, sus- 
pended between tlic heights above and the depths be- 
loAv. — Here Napoleon, on his descent from Long- 
wood, was induced to call ; and such was the hospi- 
table importunity of tlie amiable master of the man- 
sion, that he relinquished liis intention of returning 
to the valley, and thereby avoided the public gaze 
that was waiting his appearance. 

* ) 

On an elevated mound, about flfty yards from the 
house, is a Gothic building, having one room below, 
and two small apartments above. TluVMasonette, 
Napoleon chose for his residence, till Longwood could 
be completed. There was no choice in the arrang- 
ement of this confined abode ; the groundfloor was, 
of course, occupied by him, while De las Cases, with 
his son, who was a page, and the valet in waiting’ 
were tb possess the upper story. 
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A few after he had ftved hW residence at the 
BiinrSi I called to paj Inm a complimentary 
when I found Mm iccHnin^ upon a sofa, apparently 
incommoded b} the heat He had been, he said, nmtis- 
ing himself uilh a walk in the gaiden; but that to* 
wards noon he found it ncccssarj to shelter himself 
from the sun, beneath his little roof. He appeared to 
bemiei) good spirits, and expressed himself with 
great cixilit) to ino, as well as in liis cnquirj after the 
officers of the Northumberland. — After some general 
questions respecting the restrictions onibUtnghim, 
ho said, “ I find there is a considcmhle force on tho 
luhind, full as man) as the pioducc of the pla£C is 
capable of maintaining. What could induce jour 
goicrumenttoecndout the fiftj-lhird regiment? Tliero 
wa=,,8urcl\, a sufficient force before form) Recuril); 
bultM«is Ibe waj lUal jou Ilngli»b people get rid 
of jour mone).”— “To tins obscriation I did not 
bc«i{ntc to repU “^Vlicn a measure is once re«olv- 
cd upon, sou, ficneral, will acknowledge it to bo the 
best pnlic) to cmploj airthe means that maj secure 
it*, being carried into complete cRVct.” — You, my 
friend, inaj think, that 1 hazarded liis di«ploasure 
bj iijj answer^ bat the manner in which hcrecehed 
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scrambling through the«tc rocky paths, hishlastor, brdly 
he ^\alKs, had got the start of him. On all sides of 
the fcpot ^vhc^c we seated, rocks \\cre piled on rocks 
to (lie bciglit of a thousand feet above our head’s, w hilo 
there was an abj’.s of equal depth at our feet. Katurc 
seems in a sporti\c mood to ha\e afforded tliis lc\cl 
space for a fcmi».crial dwelling; and while I was 
gazing w ith some astonishment on the barren wondei 8 

of the scene mound me Well,” said Napoleon, 

with a smile, “ what say jou to it? — and can you 
think that jour countrjmen ha\c treated me kindl> ?— 
I had but one answer to such a question; and that 
was, h) not giving any answer at all — llis coiner- 
sation then turned upon the ’state and character of 
the Island, of whiclt, hcoh«cr>cd, all the books he 
read respecting it, during lhc\o\agc, hadgi\cn a 
\cry partial reprcsenlatioii, unless there weie parlsof 
a more pleasing aspect than an> he had sreu in his 
rules to //Oirgcrood, which comprehended the uluio-.t 
extent of his observation, llis convcr'dlion was, on 
this occasion, os on all oilier^ when 1 have been with 
hnn-on>.\, good’iumoured, ami familiar, without the 
least taint of his former grcaliiC'.'s ; und whenever tlic 
llie topic would admit of it, he never failed to give an 
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nil of cheeriulness to liis x'enipj’hs. On niy mention- 
ing- tlie activity of the iidmiral in superintencliiiir the 
repairs at Longmootlj ami that it would probably be 
ready to receive him in the course of a month.— lie 
replied, ^ our Admiral knows, I doubt not, to a mo- 
tr.cnt, in what time a ship may begot ready, but as a 
architect. I think liis calculations will fail. — I main- 
tained, however, that ixliether it was upon land or sea. 
Sir George Ccckbtirn was of a character that would 
ensure success in whatever he iniglit be called upon 
to undertake. — I added, that the officers were actually 
employed in accompanying the seamen to Longwood, 
v.’ith the materials necessary for its completion. He 
then enquired after those gentlemen whose names he 
endeavoured to recollect : and expressed a wish to see 
them as they passed *'• IlV’ said he, they u ill be 
contented to visit me as you now do, in the fields ; as 
mv present habitation, which serves me for breakfast, 
dinner, and bed-room, is not precisely calculated to 
receive company.” 


The Briars had derived, and will ever retain a cer- 
tain degree of celebrity, from its having been the un- 
expected residence of ?yapo]con; and this circum- 
stance will, I doubt not, bring to your recollectioji, 
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ll:c ^a^ou^ in^CanccswIicie remote end oiscurc 
tion<i, which noNOr foimcd the smallest sjeck on a 
innp, lia\e, hj accidental c’lent'?, l»ecoini; important 
points in the gcographj of the Ittsloiian. — Napoleon 
frequently makes one of ISIr. Balcomhe’a par- 

ties, w here he is iicillicr tronhlesonic or intn^iNC, hut 
conducts himself with the manners of n gcnlieman, 
and a li>olY demeanour that promotes the general 
vivacity of the domestic circle*.— 1 lia\e not heard of 
a»)y instunce of Ids di«contcnt but on the following oc- 
casion.— -Since he ha-^ been at the Jlrinrs, an oflicer of 
Captain's rank is constantly in attendance there, and 
becomes answerable for his person. TUIb, 1 nuder- 
fitand, has occasioned remonstrances to the Admiral, 
who lias not thouglit proper to answer them with any 
rcla\ation of this duty. 

— ^Napoleon ha>ing cornplalned of the intrusion 
of ^i'•i(or>•, during his slay nt the BnarSf it afforded 
the Admiral an •opportunity of executing the orders 
tranemitted from England wit!» n degree of d< llcacy, 


* I hatf »fnc »efB. tn (he roimt S'empmcTi, acf«unt» of In* 

In- »t card* for ♦i>r3i-.plarjt«, bcinj lajxttibui wiili aflull, a-J ro- 
to iotnfilifnj hi- noilcyarfclt | fet litre i» r3ttl« 

lt&itfDondati«n ofssx LlotS. 
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'fvhkh, whocvov hr.'y Uicplcnpurn of knowing him, must 
hr i-ati.'fifil I hut lie v.ould prefer. It was accorcliiigly 
onlined, (hut no one s-liould be permittetl to visit 
witliont a passport from the Admiral or 
the Governor. 

On his removal thither, certain limits were assierned 
liiiii lor exercise, around •which a cordon ol centinels 
v/eiv slnUonod. ^^'hile he continues within the circle 
he experirnres no additional vigilance; but when he 
ventures beyond, an officer is on duty to attend him. 
Ti.ve latter circumstance, which he considers as irk- 
some, disposes liim to confine himselfin a great mea- 
sure to the grounds of his mansion. 

The indisposition of General Gourgond occasioned 
my passing mucJi of my time at Longwood. The 
disease, from its commencement, liad assumed very 
nnfavourable appearances ; and my friend Mr. 
OAIcara, ■whom I have already introduced to you as 
the E.\- Imperial Surgeon, was desirous that we should 
be together during the treatment. 

3\Iy first visit, on this occasion, was attended •with 
sonie particulars, which, I presume, from your rivetted 
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atlcnllon to the principal character in the scene, you 

Mill not tlsiuK uUuortlij of being related. About 

si\ in ([jc CNoning I rcnclictl Tfuhgate, a small house 
on the Longuood Rond, about a mile fiom the prin- 
cip.il residence, and the habitation of Count Bertrand. 
It consists of tuo small apartment* below, and the 
same nninher aboVc ; But in this cottage, licaltli 
reigns, the children arc charming, ;ind care seem* to 
bo bani^htid from U. — A %olun»o might he filled uith 
all 1 know of this family. Most ofmj rparc hours 
during the Nojago ucrc dedicated to reading English 
isitlj the I^Iar’Oial j and, in rclurn, ho gave an history 
of some of the campaigns in which he had sorv cd. 
lie would oHen vaj, « You arc do had master: ) 0 U 
will hoar all, and speak to me none.” Xapolcon, 
when enquiring after me, during our passage, would 

di^linguish me hy the title of Btrtrnmts frUml. 

Madame insisted upon mj dismounting from mj horse 
and accompany ing licr in the carriage to Longwood, 
as her Imshand had gone on before. It was now 
growing dii*-K, and as uc approached the house, wo 
saw’ her Emperor, as she always called him, and Ber- 
trand in conv creation close to the road-cfifc. ‘^Xow,” - 
raid the Lndv,” ‘‘let us surpil-c them: shewyour- 
selfatlhe carriage wincovr as we pass; whea'lhcy 
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\vifl fancy a gallant, and it will remind them of Paris 
tricks.” — We passed them at a quick pace ; 1 obeyed 
my instructions, and, having handed the Countess 
from the carriage, she left me to go and explain who 
the stranger was. — In a few minutes I received a mes- 
sage from Napoleon himself, with .an invitation to 
dinner. — I very readily accepted it, as you may ima- 
gine: and was rather pleasingly surprized at it; as 
he had for some time confined his guests to his own 
suite. I had no means of presenting myself hut in my 
riding equipments, and in such guise I made my entrd. 
— General Ivlontholon, in full dress, received mein 
the anti-chamber, and introduced me to an adjoining 

f 

room, w'here Buonaparte "was engaged at Chess with 
the Count Bertrand.’ He received me with the com- 
mon salutations, veiy civily expressed, and, on my 
taking a position behind his chair, as if to observe the 
.game, he continued the contest. — There was little con- 
versation among the party in the room ; and tliat was 
. carried on in a kind of respectful w^hisper, wliich, as I 
knew not how to adopt, was interrupted at times by 
the ihorough-lass of my answers to the questions which 
. were addressed to me. 

A very short time before dinner was announced; 
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General Monlliolon \iln«pcrcd in mj car, that I wag 
to talvc nij ecat at table between the Evtpero) and the 
Otand Marshal . — Hero arc honours for jou, and I will 
gi\e }Ou lca\c to figure jour plain, bumble, unas- 
suming friend in his elevated station. I cannot say 
■that tny situation resembled that of Sancho Paneba, 
bccau«e ever) dish was at my service ; but a piece of 
loa&t beef or a leg of mutton with caper sauce, would 
liavo nlTorded a rellcfto mj appetite which has never 
been familiarised with ragouts and fricassees.— 1 bad 
rsrpolcon on nn right, and the hlnrshal on mj IcHj 
nnd tlmre was a vacant cbalr, Ibat had the nir of ce- 
remonious emptiness, as a reserved sent for JIarin 
Louisa. A bottle of claret nnd a decanter of water 
were placed bj each plate: but there was no drinking 
to ercli other at dinner; and if jou did not help 
jour«elf during, tlic time it lasted, the opportunity 
would be lost, as the wine vanished with the eata- 
bles. The service of porcelain far exceeds in l»eawty 
whatever of that kind I have beheld. The silver 
plate is massive, and decorated with eagles in curious 
abundance; the gold sen ice appeared in tJio desert. 
—-The entertainment lasted aboutlan hour, and f«o 
frequent were the qwc*.tioiw of mv ho't, that from tbo 
pCTple\itj 1 suffered In conjuring iipan-wcrs to them, 


o2 
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I fccarcc Icnevr what T eat, or what I drawk.. 1 ill 

endeavour to give you a general specimen of his con- 
Yhial enquiries. 

— Have you visited General Gourgond ? — Yes, Ge- 
neral, I came to Longu'ood for that purpose. — How 
have jou found him? — Extremely ill.— What is his 
disorder? — Dvsentry. — Where is its seat ? — In the in- 
testines? — ^Vliat has been the cause? — Heat of cli- 
mate on a con‘'titution peculiarly predisposed ; but 
remove the cause and the effect will cease. Had he 
been bled in the lirst instance, it is probable that the 
disease would have been le^-s violent. — What remedy 
is now proposed? — The functions of the liver and 
other V iscera are deranged ; To restore them; there- 
fore, to a healthy action, it will be necessary to have 
recourse to Mercury. — That is a bad uiedicine. Ex- 
porience has taught me the contrary. — Did Ilippo-- 
crates use it? I believe not; I|e had great faith in 
simples. — Yet, he is considered as among the fir^t 
physicians. — He might, nevertheless, have derived 
great advantages from modern discoveries. — Does not 
Nature endeavour to expel morbific matter •, and may 
not the present painful struggles be an eiiort of Na- 
ture to ridierseif of what is obnoxious ? I have been 
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tnugijt lo a'5'.ist Nature — could not jou do ro 
rrcotjrso lo iIji** dargerou*; iniuernl? 
Lxjj.incnt.c l.\is convinced me that IMercurv, provided 

it produces galivation, is inCiUiblc. Then go on 

with )our Mcicury. 

•—Have I ou lost trnnj men cn board the Northuni- 
bciland? "We liavehadllie nwsfoilunc to losesuvcral. 
— Of what di^ea^c? Dvfcntry and inflammation of 
Ihel. cr. — Havovou examined them after deillu — 
Invaiiably. — 'W'hat was the nppearaucc? Extensive * 
Fuppurations of the liver m the one di-eaoc, and gnn- 
gr-^ncoftho intestines in the other. — What is death, 
01 how do vuu ''ctinc deaths A suspension of the vital 
functions, tlic organs ofrcsj.rratlon, and the action of 
the heart. — docs the fouI quit tlie body ? Th.at 
is a qculion 1 do not pr.-»-iui e to answer with a j rc- 
cisiou which v.o .Id fati'^f^ )o«; for, in cases of sus- 
pended niiimation and in svucopc, lean is to oil ap- 
pearance, dead; vet, b\ artilicMl means, rc'^nscitctinn 
is produced and life pic'crved. — ^Vhen do von sup- 
pose that luc ^v>ul enters the bodv ? — 1 am not sufiici- 
cwtls vw iwctapUysvCN to give a va.U«-fa.ctorv rc- 

plv. T^'C f.tcidt\ of thought pppears to be tl e dawn- 
ing of tlia toul, and lo whatever perfection reason 



(103 ) 

attains, then the soul is most perfect, at least then. man 

becomes the most responsible for his actions. Here 

the conversation ended to my great satisfaction, as it 
seemed to be taking a turn too profound for my philo- 
sophy ; you Vriil say, perhaps, that part of it was not 
calculated to whet the stomach of any one at dinner 
but a medical man. — I fancy, howevei*, that, to your 
appetite, it will prove a savoury dish. 

ISIapoleon now rose, and was followed by his party 
into a card-room, wlicn Whist succeeded. He ap- 
pears to be master of the game, but plays with a kind 
-of carele.^sness, and good humour,- as if he preferred 
losing his money. Ho stayed lialf an hour longer 
this evening than was usual with him, and duringthat 
time, he ^^alked up and down the room, continuing 
his pT'evailing habit of a.'jking questions. On his taking- 
leave, Has Cases, in his good humoured way, said. 

Well, this has been a day of quei^iions : indeed, I 
fear it must be a punishment for you to dnie with us, 
"it is so, like undergoing an exanunation : but you 
may be assured, that your answers afford salisfaction, 
or von would not be troubled with so many questions. 


In a few da j-s -after, the arrival of a ship from Eng- 
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land ‘inilaceil me to taKc a ride to tim \allcj j and, on 
mj return in (he oveninj, 1 was informed, that Napo* 
Icon de‘>ircd to sec me in General Gonrjjojid’s apart- 
ment ns soon as I retuined ; and there 1 found him 
waiting for me. On lu) entrance, the first question 
related to the progiess of the Gencrars disorder; 
nlien he fiiuldenlj changed the subject.— “ You Iia\e 
been at the Tonn ; and U (he ship just arrived from 
Kngland — if so, I suppose she l>rings Letters and 
Ken ‘‘•papers. — Ccrtainl) ; and 1 have loohed over u 
file of the CowWer. — Is there no Morning Chronicle? 
—I have not )ot seen it. The other papers which I 
just had a glimpse of, v^crc The Tunes, njnl a provin- 

cial Paper. What is the news from Franco } I did 

but slightl) glance over (he French news. Be that 

as it nia) , ) ou rememher, 1 suppose, something of u hat 

)ou rend: so let me hear it. 1 saw some articles 

respecting jou ; liul the principal part of the French 
newBwhicIi I had the opportunilj of examining, re- 
lated to the trial nnd sentence of IMiirshal Ne}. 

Napoleon now advanced n step nearer to me, hut 
without the least change ofeountenaree “ What,” 
said he, “ Marshal Nc\ Ins been sentenced to l>e 
phot.”— 1 replied, It was even so : he addressed 
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the ministers of ilie Allied soverbigiis^ but ijV vain : 
Ji'e urged in his defeneb, the Tvvelidi Article’ of the' 
Convention : he pleaded on his trial tiiat he v as de- 
ceived by you : that the proclamation of which he was 
accused, and made a part of the charge's against him,’ 
\vas written by Major General Bertrand; an A that 
. he Was deceived by your report of Austria and Eng- 
land.” Count Bertrand, v/lro' was in th'e room^ 

fjuielly observed, that Marshal' Ney had a right to 
.save himself if he could; and if fabricated stories 
would answer his purpose, he could not he blamed 
for employing- therii. But, He added, “ respecting 
the proclamation, it was aw assertion cquaily false 
and ridiculous : Marshal' Ney could write himselif^ 
and wanted not ray assistance.” — Napoleon made no 
comments on the account which lin'd he'eu gii-en him'. 
One solitary expres-ion>- indeed, broke from hi'i'n, and 
that was, Marshal Ney' was a brave' nian.” 

I mentioned a report, as stated iWoric of the Lon- 
don papers, that an apjmehcnsion was entertained of 
an' insurrection in Paris, on the event of MaVBial 
Ney’s sentence being carried into execution.- An 
insurrection,” said Napoieoii, ivitli a k:nr} of con- 
temptuous ■ calmness. “pugb'l get the ' troops under 
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firm*; ! — Has tlie Duke of Wellington loft Paris?— 

1 really do not know. Are the EngH'ih and allied 

fijrces btill in the vicinity of Iho capital? The 

English, I believe, are still in its neighbourhood ; but 
it appears, from (lie papers, that the Ilussians and 
PruFsinns haic retired upon thellhine. That dispo* 
sitiun of then), he replied, is altogether the most pro* 

per. Hut how is it, he continued, tliat antojig the 

papers which arc sent for nty perusal, 1 so tcldom 
ice tljc J)forning Chronicle f That was a f]uc5tloti, 
wliich 1 did not pretend to aimwcr. ] thougiit pro* 
per, however, to inform him, will) some little curio- 
ilt\, to see how he would receive the intelligence, 
(riding as it may appear, that, according to the pa- 
perSj n Parisian had been sentenced to pay a fine for 
publishing a caricature in which he was represented, 
lie permitted me to describe it, which I did in tho 

language of the paragraph. “ On one side of tho 

print appeared the dgurc of JLouis XVIil. surround- 
ed by his family, with the in«cnption, * This is veil 
and on the other side, that cf Napoleon attended by 
»W w.W.’ ‘ .*> Anttv. - 

“ Pugli!” said he, “what nouser«e! but such trash 
will be propagated, from some idle motive or othcr^’*^ 
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and with tliis observation he retired to iiis apart- 
ment. 

General Gourgond’s disorder assumed a very dan- 
gerous appearance; and the symptoms seemed to 
announce a fatal termination. His spirits, indeed,, 
were so sunk, that he refused to take the only medi- 
cine tliat promised the least chance of relief; and 
even though it continued to be administered by con- 
trivance, and subterfuge, he must have become the 
prey of his melancholy apprehensions, if that ^oice, 
•which he dare not disobey, had not urged a sliarp, 

and as it proved, a saving remonstrance. “ What 

ridiculous behaviour is this,” said Napoleon to him ; 

and what are these silly fears of your own creation, 
and which you appear to be fond of indulging, by re- 
fusing the means of dissipating them — Hoav often 
have )OU faced Death in the field of battle, without 
the least sensation of fear ; and now you are resolved 
to yield to his power, as if you were afraid to re.sist 
him. — What a childish obstinacy! — Play the fool no 
longer, I beg of jou, but submit to the remedies with 
cheerfulness, Avliich can alone promote )our restora- 
tion to health.” This reproach softened the patient’s 
dbslinac}, he became submissive to the regi.uen pre- 
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icnbtd, and recovered Some sbnrt time after, Na- 
poleon said to mo, “AVcll, )ou Doctors ]la^c per- 
firmcd venders v ith fiourgoiid if, lion c\ or, tli'^re 
had been a Priest on the Island, lievouldha\c dis- 
charged jou lioth, and trusted alone to his trcatricnt , 
hut fortunately for him, such a thing as a Confessor 
uas not to be found *’ 

I am about to \ ary the eedno, but I follon the track 
oftlic dislingui-hcd nxilo, uhenevor I have t! c op- 
portunitv , and I now call you to attend lum onmng 
llio Arcadians of St Helena When ho lubes Ins ex- 
cret e on horseback, he generally bend-. Ins wpy 
through n deep ravine, luxuriantl) covered with ve- 
getation and u<icd lor pasture The road is narrow, 
the place lonely , and he, m a pcnliincntal or poetical 
moment, had named it “ The 1'atiej/ n/Stfcrtcc ” On 
nsctndiiig this conlmctcd pa^s, the eye is grcc'c'’, and 
on the first occasion, might probably bo surprised, by 
Iht rc".iJLncc of a Farmer Hero the confned Tour- 
i-^t, on hi« fir't excursion, detemuned to snatch a 
probable amu'cmenl, by payin'; a vi'-il Fortunatclj 
for him, the family vvc*-c laKca b\ suriinte, fir the 
apprclien«ioa of *iiich a guest vv ould I av c emptied the 
hou^tofils inhabitanU Master Lcinr, the tenant of 
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tliG iliansiorij a plain honest countryman, met him at 
the door, u'hen the extraordinary visitor, on the in- 
vitation which he received, dismounted from his horse, 
and accompanied the Count De las Cases, entered 
the house, familiarly took his seat, and, as usual, be- 
gan his interrogatories. 

Have you a wife? Yes, and please you. Sir '^Em- 
peror .- — Have you any children ? Six. — Row much 
land have you got? A hundred acres. All capable 
of being cultivated ? No, not one half. — What profit 
docs it bring you ? Not a great deal : hut it is much 
improved since you, Blr. Emperor, -came amongst 
us.— Aye, how do you make that out? Why, you 
must knov/, Sir Emperor, we do not grow corn in this 
here Island ; and our green vegetables require a 
I’eady market. We have generally had to- wad for 
ihe arrival of a fleet ; and then, rat’em, they would 
sometimes all spoil : 1ml now, Sir General, we have 
a. prime sale for ever}' article. — Inhere is your wife? 
Dang it, and please you, I believe she is scared ; for 
I see in}* children haxo all run out. — Send for tliein, 
and let me be introduced. Pray have you any good 
watery Yes, Sir; and wine too, such as is to be had 
from the Cape. 
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The gooa i^omin 8 oHrm had hj this time <iib id- 
cd TTid si 0 pcrsindcd In her husband to make 
her nppi n jiiccj nnd entered mil) cverj mark of re- 
spect, and come astonishment. Napoleon, Be las 
Cascr, the Farmer and Ins aiifc, forming a jarlte 
i^^rrur, for jour philosophic and profound contem- 
plation, sat donn to four glasses of Cape wine , nnd, 
when the) ncrc emptied, the Msit concluded 

The good man nnd his famil) had been placed so 
mucli at their ease b} the courteous demeanour of 
their unexpected guests, that the subsequent Msits 
laid them under no restraint , and cron tlic little chil- 
dren u«ed frcquontl) to express their uishes bs in- 
quiring of their mother, ‘‘"When mil Bosna come 
nnd see us again ’ 

But there is another Farmer, whose name is Ko- 
binson, ulio, like his neighbour I^gg, occupies his 
acres of garden ground, which arc diiidcd into cn- 
do tires h ** n '* of earth enlivened In the aloe and 
pnclh j c^r Here, os m the foriiiei humble habita- 
tion, the horot snnplici*\ of rural lift appear* in all 
it* mtiie r'''oi rs but tVre is floiicr o‘’noc m- 
non beaut) that adorns the spot, a icr) prctti gi-1 
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of noDiit srvcutei'ii, flic oftho owners of it. 

i?lu' !s A\hut wo phouiii ciii! in h'cotlniuK “a very 
bonny T/.wsio.'’' — ^Vlu'llun' it v.u? tbo primitive sin- 
cerity ;uul innocent mnnnei's of t’nose bonc'it people, 
or tiu' nntivo elinnn.s' of tlio rnstic nunpli, or t;ie 
picture of coiiloutineut tlmt they j.rosonted to tbeir 
Yisitor. nbicli uttrnctou liiuu 1 slmll not pteLend to 
ueiermiue,' Init his visits hecnuie so frequent, that 
1110 lY'Uuions id' these g-ood people in the town, ro- 
conuuended jnx'cnutiou respecting' i'ueir dinurhter, who 
was then forhitKleu to ttuihe her nppenrnnce nhenever 
the jtrout mtm duouivd the farm with his visits: this 
circnmstnnce he soon ol'ser\cd, nud accordinaly ceas- 
ed to continue .tiiom. 


I s'nnil not nnit for any additional occnrrcnceSj 
'wiucii aix' uncertain, -nitii e. lien to jcnptiicn my 
tiotter. 3 i any further infornuuiou occiu's. it may 
form the subject of another Epistle. I thereleoescirc 
the prese:nt opportunity of assunn”: you. that 


I am. vice. "Src. 


tv. 'W, 
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St. KcT.rNA, 

MY ni:Aii 

I li(‘j:an to think tlinl my last Letter noiild ha\c 
concluded the little IlUtur) whicli I lu\c compiled 
from the In" document'? around me, for the aimi&c* 
inent and gratification of jour nnxiovis cunohitj. If 
it has niisuerod that purpose, 1 shall he Falisficd ; and 
1 iun happ) to continue lu) disjointed narrative, v ith 
some unexpected notices (iiat may be equallj intrrest* 
ill", far ns the term can he applied to those which 
Imtc preceded them. 

It l< near sik weeks fiiicc I have %i«itod lionguood, 
,nr hn\c had any comniunicaUon ^tilhtltc inhabitants 
of it. Cliance, howoer, rooducted mo to a party 
where 1 met ])es lus Cnsr* ; after Fome general con* 
\cr>a(ion on (he arrival of the new Governor, he in- 
formed me that his Mu“lcr had made frequent en- 
quiries after me; and had even exproEsed bis Furprizo 
at mj absence. ** "We have not seen vnu,” ie added, 
** finceyoiir re.^Uf'Citaticn of Gereral Gourgond; njid 
1 cuwwol but foel curiow? to Kt^w, v. belter your uct- 
iug ns a stranger, ari»e» from any di'tnclinallon cn 
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yoiirpart, ora parlicuJar jirohihitwn from the id- 
Jiiira] r” — I replied, neither the one or the other : 
but, at the same time, I tlsought it became me to at- 
tend to the general order.<, and I could not justify 
myself in reejaesting a pasjsport to Longnmod nith- 
oiit having some ostensible reason.” — “ But I wisli 
very much,” he answered, to consult you about the 
Jicaltli of my soji.” — “That reaso.n is sufficient; I 
yvill immediately apply to the Admiral, who is now 
in the room, and have no doubt of his ready acquies- 
cence.” I n as accordingly engaged to breakfast with 
TCupoleon on the following morning at eleven o clock. 
The violent rains, however, disappointed me; but I 
took the earliest opportunity of fullillnig my promise. 
The breakfast Iiour was passed v, 'hen I reached Long- 
wood, and its Master had been invited by the serenity 
of Ihc day, to take an earlier walk in the garden than 
tvas his general custom. I presume that he had ob- 
served me as 1 approached the house, while he was 
.screened from me by an intervening hedge. As I had 
exceeded the breakfast hour, after which he generally 
rctii’es to the solitude of his apartment, I did not ex- 
pect to see him ; and to say the truth, unless therehad 
.been a prospect of obtaining some novelty, my dear 
friend, for your .entertainment, I should rather have 
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fell n Tcliefin the? itica that I y\A‘i not to bo cxpo'?ctl 
to one of his rapid examinations. — I soon, lion ever, 
met the Count Dc las Ca«!ec, nho, prosuinini^ that tlie 
^atiSIanliad retired for the da), proposed mj ac- 
compan)!ng him to his apartment, nhcrc, l.e p-id, 
nftcr )ou have seen my son, nc will tahe a few peeps 
into o«ir flistor), iiliichiknow mil interest )ou, as 
the Work itself mil interest the whole world, ifnc 
have perseverance lo get through with it. 

1 do not recollect iilictlicr, in any of my former 
Letters I mentioned, from the authoril) of this gen- 
tleman, uho is the Emnniicnstr of the Historian, tl at 
liiionapartcMas senousl) and laboriou-lj engaged in 
nritiiig the ylnnahoffitt Ijtfe. I bad alrcadv been 
informed bj the same person, that the Cfinipiigns of 
Eg)pt and Ital), and what he styles /irigii of an 

huvdnd Dnt/s, or some such title, w ere completed ♦ ; 
and that the intermediate periods were in a progres- 
sive state. I thtreforc was looking forward to a very’ 
curious morning, and hugging mvsclfon the approach- 
ing view of such manu-cripts os were to be unfolded 


‘ ThU Work incUdnike ioWrrsl. ar tameforlioanf U, bolwrcslkt 
aSjiCAliOB of t «ei>ioM^Aq bbJ tkut of PAri* 

a 
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to rno ; blit this expectation was disappointed by a 
inrstn|rc from K^apoleon to attend Iiim in bis roora. 

I bricw that niy visit would not be one of mere 
cerenjony, I prevailed tipon iny companion to accom- 
pany me, as bis interpretations are always given with 
Midi aptitude and perspicuity, and besides, aftbrd me 
time to arrange my answers. There was some little 
fiiH'ssc employed in ttiaking tliis arrangement, as the 
forms of tlie Court at Ix>ngwood are most respectfully 
• observed by the attendants on it. 

On entering tbo room I observed the. back of a sofa 
turned towards me; and on advancing I saw Napo- 
leon laying at full length oh it, >nth his left-arm 
hanging over the upper part. The glare of light was 
excluded by a Voaetian blind, and before him there 
was a table covered with books. I could distinguish 
among them some fine bound volumes on the French 
31c volution. The lieat of the day had occasioned 
3jim to dismantle himself of coat and waistcoat. — The 
moment In’s eye met mine, he started up, and exclaim- 
ed, in English, in a tone of good-humoured vivacity, 

« Ah, Warden how do you do ?” I bowed in return ; 
when he stretched out his hand, saying, “ I have got 
3 fever.” I immediately applied my hand to the 
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x\rist^ nn3 ob^er^ing, both from the regularity of tlio 
pulsation and the jocular expression of his counte- 
nance, that he was exercising a little of his pleasantry, 
I expressed mj wish that his health might aUrajs re- 
main the game, lie then ga\ c me a gentle tap on the 
check, uitli the bade of his hand; and desired mo to 
go into the middle of the room as he had something 
to paj to me. I now congratulated him on the pre- 
<-cr\ation of his health, and complimented him at the 
same time, on the progress he appeared to hare made 
in the English language. “ I ccrloinl> enjoj,*' he 
said, a scry good state of health, which 1 attribute 
to a rigorous ob«crvaiicc of regimen. Mj appetite is 
such that I feel ns if I could eat at any time of the 
da) ! hut 1 nmrcgiilarin in) meals; nndniua)slcn\c 
off eating with an appetite :* besides, 1 net or, as)ou 
kuow, drink strong wines. — ^\Vith respect to tlio Eng- 
lish language,” he continued, “ I ha\c been \erj di- 
ligent: I now read ) our Tvews-papers with ease; and 
must on n, that (hc) aObrd me no inconsiderable 
amu‘‘ement. The) are occnsionall), inconei-lcnf, and 
sometimes abusuc.— Inonc paper I am called a Jjcnr^ 
in another a in a third a and in one 

of them, which I rcalK did not expect, 1 am describ- 
ed ns a Cbtcurrfj bu{ it turned out, after all, that the 


02 



( 116 ) . 

writer did not accuse me of avoidin'^ dant'^er in tl\c 
field of battle, or flying from an enemy, or fearing to 
look at the menaces of fate and fortune; it did not 
charge me nith wanting presence of mind in the hurry 
of Jjatflc, and in the suspense of conflicting armies. — 
No sucli thing : I wanted courage it seems, because I 
did not coolly take a dose of poison, or throw myself 
into the^sea, or blow out my Iwains. — The Editor, 
most certainly misunderstands me ; I have, at least, 
too much courage for that. — Your papers are influ- 
enced by party principles : what one praises tlie other 
will abuse ; and so vice versa. They who live in the 
metropolis where they are published, can judge of 
passing events and transactions for themselves ; but 
persons living at a distance from the capital, and par- 
ticularly foreigners, must be at a lo.ss to determine 
upon the real state of things, and (he characters of 
public men, from the perusal of your Journals.” 

' Napoleon appearing as it were, to be speaking out, 
and in a humour to deliver opinions, instead of con- 
fining himself to asking questions, I was determined 
to speak out too ; and I had no doubt that I should 
lead him into an interesting conversation, or induce 
him to wish me a good day. 
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I nccorclingl} replied, “Ircall) think llmt jou must 
mere palifMice llinii lu) countrjmen ore dis- 
posed (o allon you, if jou really wade llirougli all tlie 
columns tliat have been filled oo your subject. You 
cannot. General, suppose for a moment, that the c>:- 
Iraordimij oentfi uhich liatclaken jdace, and of 
nbicb \oti bn\u formed 6uch a prominent part, would 
not be considered and observed upon with great free- 
dom by a thinking; people like llic English, and who 
have the privilege, and may they ever poe^css il, of 
Bpcaking and writing what they think.” I vras pro- 
ceeding in full swing and in n very patriotic way, 
when he tlui« interrupted me. “ This calling of 
namce, and these scolding epithets, only sertc to 
nniuse me 5 but there are obiervntions in your papers, 
which produce far dillorcnt Fciisntions. You have 
he rontinued, “a writer whom I greatly admire, I 
believe he is of your country, n Scotcliman — Iilac- 
phen-on, the author of Os«ian. There is al-o a per- 
son oftlic name of nebham: on vrhat sukjrcls has he 
written } — I replied, “ that 1 l»elicvcd he had written 
an nccouut of our excellent Sovereign.” — “ Ye-,” he 
said, “ VQur Laws pern it you to write of king®, oC 
tnini»'ters, of m*‘asnre’», and of one another.”—— 
“ Ye«,” I n*idied, such is llic piririlcjc ofEcglivh- 
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men ; and, possessing the infirmities of human nature, 
they may sometimes abuse it. Misconception, party 
spirit, and perhaps factious minds, may, at times, 
tend to propagate and support erroneous, and even 
v\ ioIeiit opinions ; but the love of jtistice and of truth, 

forms the genuine chaz’acter of an Englishman.” 

ISTevcrthelcss,” he observed, “ you appear to handle 
my character rather roughly : and more so, sinOe I 
have been in your power.” “ To that opinion, Ge- 
neral,” I answered rather quickly, “ I must beg leave 
to address a direct negative. — You ha\e not always 
had the leisure to examine English publications which 
you enjoy at present, but I do assure you, that from 
the time of your becoming First Consul of France, to 

S 

the moment when you set your foot on the deck of 
the Bellerophon, the English press has never ceased 
to fulminate its displeasure against you; and this 
witliout exception,’ for the parties who differed in 
every thing Jjesides, expressed but one and the same 
opinion of you. This, I presume, you must have 
known at the lime, thoug’h the vast projects that have 
occuj.ied your mind, may have prevented your me- 
mory from retaining a detail of our literary offences : 
your official papers, however, marked their perfect ac- 
quaintance with the hostility of our journals, and le- 



( 119 ) 


turned their paragraphic missile^ in every direction. 
You were rather angry with Old Knghud, \\hen )ou 
ordered the Itfoniteur to call us a ,* Xation of Shop- 
heepcru:’ — A great commercial nation rrc ccitninly 
ore, and ma)M\c ever remain so: for it is that com- 
merce nliich has pro\odii fountain of resources, wlioso 
failure nould ha>c proented e\en the native nnd ir- 
resistible bravery of Cnglistimcn from making the late 
immortal adclilionfl to our national glory. But uc 
arc al«o a most nohlc-mtndcd, magnanimous and ge- 
nerous people; and were never known to insult a 
conquered enemy ; nay, how often has it happened 
that both our sailors and our soldiers have ri«qucd 
their lives (o save a fuUcn foe. * Even when you had 
throw n aw ay one of the brightest diadems in Europe, 
andhad^accepted n slender Sceptre in Elba, you were 
instantly treated with comparative mildness by the 
more prevailing public opinions in England. And 
now, that you arc, as you chusc to term it, in our 
power, a general feeling of a generous nature isljiown 
to bo excited: Yes, Sir, there arc numbers who 
would have rejoiced to hear that you had bit the 
ground on the field of l>attlc, who nre now dhposed 
to wish you every comfort that can be safely cllowcd 
in your present situation.— If the Northumberland 
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hsd overtaken you in aFrencli nian-of^war, endeavour- 
ing to make your meditated escape to America, every 
oflicer, and every sailor and soidic-)- would have keen 
bravely engaged- in the attempt to fake, Inirn, sink, 
or destroy the ship that bore you ; yet, as you have 
readily acknowledged, you were treated by tl'.ein, 
during the whole of the voyage, with every gentle, 
manly, and polite attention. And, if I may venture 
to speak of myself, I shall heg leave to add, that I 
was bred up in the hatred of you ; nay, that no jiroofs 
of Holy Writ w'ere more stron'gly imprinted in ray 
mind, than the truth of the then universally prevail- 
ing opinions concerning you ; nevertheless, I am 
j*eady to shew yon every personal courtesy, to be 
thankful for the civilities I have received from you, 
and to otfer you such service as I am pcrmittedlw the 
benevolence of the Government which T serve, and 
may he consistent with those regulations which its 
political wisdom has thought necessary to provide, 
for tlie safe-guard and ultimate security of your per- 
son,” 


I w'as resolved to speak my sentiments with free- 
dom. and you may now' think my good fnend, thaf I 
did not balk my resolution. I could not, indeed, for- 
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"bear to tlefend tlic generous temper of Englishmen, 
5\hcji it received sucIj an attach. I\Iy candid sonti- 
ments and unreserved language appeared, houever, 
to meet my auditor’s approbation, ond lie ashed me, 
to my great surprise, if I remembered the history of 
Captain Wright.——! answered, Perfectly well; 
and it is a picvailing opinion in England, that you 
ordered him to bo murdered in the Temple.” — With 
the utmost rapidity ofspeccli, he replied, “ For what 
object ? Of all men he was the person whom 1 should 
Iia\ 0 most desired to live. "Wnicncc could I Iiav e pro- 
cured so^aluablc an evidence as he 'ivould have prov- 
ed on the trial of the conspirators in and about Paris. 
Tlic Hoads of it tic himself bad landed on the French 
coast.” My curiosity was at this moment such as to 
be betrayed in my look?. — “Listen,” continued Na- 
poleon, “and you shall hear. The English brig of 
war, commanded by Captain Wright, was cmplovcd 
by your government in landing traitors and spies on 
the AVc«l coa«t of France. Seventy of the number 
bad actually reached Paris; and, so mysterious were 
Iheir proceeding®, so veiled irf impcnelmblo conceal- 
Wkcwt, that aUlvwvigU GcvwvaA of tbo Polite, 

gave me this information, the name or place of their 
report could not be di-covered. I received daily a«- 
B 



c 122 ) 

Gurances iliat fny life ■^vould be attempt^dj tind though 
I did not give entire credit to thetOj I took every pre- 
en ntion for my preservation. The Brig was after- 
wards taken near L’Orient, with Captain Wright its 
commander, who nns carried before the Prefect of the 
Department of 3Iorbcau, at Vannes : GeneralJulian, 
then Prefect, had accompanied me in the expedition 
to Egypt^ and recog'nited Captain Wright on the first 
riew of him. Intelligence of this circumstance waS 
instantly fratismitted to Paris; and instructio'ns'we're 
cxpcditionsly returned to interrogate the crew, sepa- 
rately, and transfer their testimonies to the IMinister 
of Police. The purport of their examination was at 
first very unsatisfactory; but, at length, on the exa- 
mination of one of the crew', some light was throwm 
on the subject. He stated that the Brig had landed 
several Frenchmen, and among them he particularly 
remembered one, a very merry fellow, who w'as called 
Pichegiu. Thus a clue was found that led to the diss- 
covery of a plot, which, had it succeeded, would have 
tlirown the French nation, a second time, into a state 
of revolution. — Captain Wright was accordingly con- 
veyed to Paris, and confined in the Temple ; there 
to I’emain till it was found convenient to bring the 
formidable accessaries of this treasonable design to 
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trial. Tlio law of France uould have subjected' 
Wrigbt to the {lunisbrnent of death; but he was of 
xniuor consideration. iMy gr.and object was to secure 
the principals, and I considered tha English Captain’s 
evidence of the utmost consequence towards complet* 
ing ni) object.”— lie again and again, most (solemnly 
osgorted, that Captain Wright died in the Temple, by 
his own hand, as described in the Moniteurj nnd at a 
much earlier period than has been gencrall} believed. 
—At the samo time, he stated, that his assertion was 
founded on documents which be had since examined. 
Tiic cause of this cnquir) arose from the v i«it, 1 think, 
he said, of Lord Ebrington to Elba, and he added, 
** That nobleman appeared to be perfectly satisfied 
w ith tlio account n hich was given h iro of this m} steri* 
ous business. 

I was BO fur encouraged bj the easy, communicative 
manner of llm Ex-emperor, tliat 1 continued m> ob- 
servations without rc'-cnc : 1,* therefore, did not he- 
sitate to express my doubts respecting the time that 
Cnpt. Wright remained in the Temple previous to his 
de.nth. To salivfy me in this particular, Napoleon 
lunied over a long succession of pages in a late publi- 
cation of Mr. Qoldamith’s, which had been brought 
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liim by Sir Hudson Lowe. I do not recollect tlie- 
title, '»\Iiicb is probably familiar to you, who have suf- 
fered nothing' that relates to the government of France 
to liave escaped you, but I could perceive, that it con-’ 
sisted of Extracts from the Moniteur, &c. during the 
Itnperial reign. — As he referred to the index he fre- 
quently pointed out the name of Wright, spelled Right, 
and with a confident expectation, as it certainly ap- 
peared to me, of finding some document that would 
confirm liis account. The Author, however, either 
had not been able to discover any v/ritten testimony, 
to mark l!ie precise time of Captain Wright’s death, 
or had intentionally withheld it; and the latter 
Buonaparte repeatedly and firmly insisted must have 
been tlie cause of any doubt remaining as to the truth 
of his assertion. 

As he turned over the leaves ofithis volume, he ac- 
knowledged that many of the reports were genuine, 
but M’ith frequent inaccuracies and mistatements; and 
if my memory is correct, he particularised that which 
was given of the battle of Jf/are/rgo. But lie did not 
stop here ; and continually desired to luiow whether 
I perfectly comprehended his meaning, as that was his 
most earnest wish. And now, to my utter astonish- 
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mcntjjic entered upon theoent of the Du! c D V ng* 

J nu s (iiatli This nns a topic that co ild not l>e cx- 
pcctid, and particuHrl) bj m**, is thert appeared 
c\cn among Ins follower^, ulio were aluajs on tip too 
to be Ins apolOjjista, an c\nei\e eilcnce or contradic- 
torj Ftntcmcnti', nhenexor tlii« amictiiigCNcnt I)''carae 
the Buljtct of onquirj, winch bad occasion iUn happen- 
ed during the course of our \ojago Here Napoleon 
liccarao \er} animated, and often raised himself on 
the Bofu where ho had hitherto remained in a reclin- 
ing posture The interest attached to the subject, 
and the cnergj of Ins dcli>cr}, combined to impress 
the tenor ofhis narrative ‘‘Ostrongl) on m) mind, tint 
)ou need not doubt the accuracy of this repetition ofit 
——He began os follows — 

“ At tins eventful period of mj lift., 1 bad succeed- 
“ cd in restoring order and tranquillity to a I ingdom 
*' torn asunder bj faction, and deluged m blood 
** nhat nation bad placed me at tlicir Iicad I camo 
“ not as jour Cromwell did, or your 'Ihird Ricbard 
“ No such thing,— 1 found a crown in the Kennel , 1 
“ cleansed it from its filth, and placed it on my bead 
M) safi.lv now became ncce>«arv, to preser'a? that 
“ tronquiUit) fco recently restored , and, biUicrto, so 
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“ ^>li>ch rules the world, occasioned m) slumblinj:, ns 
“ it ucrc, on the name of a surgeon, >\ho had lately 
“ returned from nn EngliOi prison. This man’s age, 
“ education, nnd experience in litb, induced me to 
bclic\e, that his conduct must be attributed to any 
other inoti\c than lluit of jouthful f.mnticisrn in fa« 
> our of a Bourbon: as far os circumstances qualiH- 
ed mo to judge, monej appeared to be his object.'— 
I uccordingl) ga\c orders for this man to he arrest- 
“ cd ; \riion a summar)* mock trial was instituted, by 
nhich hen ns found guilty, sentenced to dje, and 
informed he had but fix hours toliio. This slratn- 
“gem had the dedred ciTcct: he nas terrified into 
“confession. It as now Lnonu that Pichegru had 
“ a brother, a monastic Priot, then re«idlng in Pans. 
“ I ordered a part) of Gens d’Armes to visit this man, 
nnd if he had quitted his house, I conceiscfl there 
“would be good ground for suspicion. The old 
“ Monk was secured, nnd, in the act of his orrc<t, his 
“ fears betrajed wliat 1 most wanted to know. — * Is 
“ it,* he exclaimed, ‘ hccau>o 1 nflbrdcd slieller to a 

“ brother that I am thus treated,* The olycct of 

“ tlie plot was to de-tro) mej nnd the succc»-s of it 
“ wotild of course, base been mj de*trnction. It 
“ emanated from ilie capital of jour countrs, with the 
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Cnjinl d’Artoi? at the head of if. To the West he 
ff’Jit the Dtjico fie Bern', and to the East the Duke 
D’i'jnclicin. To Fra7)ce youi’ vessels conveyed 
nrifleriingR of the plot, and Moreau became a con- 
vert (o the cause. The moitjcnt Avas big" Avith evil : 
I felt myself on a tottering eminence, and, I resoh’^- 
“ cd to hurl the thunder back upon the Bourbons CA^en 
“ in the metropolis of the British empire. Bly Mi- 
“ nistcr A ehemcntly urged the seizure of the Duke, 
though in a neutral territory. But I still hesitated, 
and Prince Benevento brought the order tAvice, and 
“ ui gcd the measure Avith all his jjoAvers ofpersuasion ; 
“ It Avas not, hoAvever, till I Avas fully convinced of 
its necessity, that I sanctioned it by my signature. 
‘‘ The matter could be easily arranged betAA’^een me 
and the Duke of Baden. Why, indeed, should I 
.sutler a man residing- on the very confines of my 
kingdom, to commit a crime Avhicli, within the dis- 
“ tance of a niiic, by the ordinary course of Iuaa', Jus- 
“ tice herself AA’ould condemn to the scaffold. And 
noAv ansAver mo : — Did I do more than adopt the 
‘‘principle of your.government, when it ordered the 
“ capture of the Danish fleet, Avhich was thought to 
“ threaten mischief iv your country ? It had been 
“ urged to me" again and again, as a sound political 
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opinion, that the pcw' dynasty conlil not be secure, 
while the Bourbons remained. Tnllcjrand nc\er 
*‘(3o\iatcd from this principle: It was a fixed, un- 
“ chnngenhlo article in his political creed. — But I did 
*'• not become a ready or a willing convert. I ex- 
“ nminod the opinion with care and with caution,: 

“ and the result was a perfect con\ictiQn of its ncces- 
“sitj. — Tlic Duke D’Enghein was accessary to thp 
Confederacy ; ond although the resident ofn neutral 
lorritory, the urgency of the ease, in which my 
“ safety and the public tranquillity, to use no stronger 
** eskpresfion, were imoUed, justified the proceeding. 

1 accordingly ordered him to be seized and tried : 
He was found gulUy, and sentenced to be shot.-— , 
“ The sentence was immediately executed; and the 
same fate would ha\c followed Iiad it been Ijoms 
“ the J^i^hteeiith. For 1 again declare that 1 found it 
** necessary to roll the thunder l>ack on the metropolis 
of England, as from tbcnce, willi the Cojtnt d" Artois 
at their head, did the ossasins assail me. 

Your country also abcu«c3 me of the death of 
Piehe^tu^’ — ' 1 replied, *• It is most certainly and 
“ unisersally l»clic\cd throughout the whole Brlfidt 
** empire, that he was strangled in prison by your or- 
s 
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dcrs.” He rspuilv ans^rered, '• ^at idle, di.^en- 
'’‘§:cnuoiis folly 1 a uno piv»oi; .how pj'^'jnaice can dc- 
.^troy tho boa?ied reastvain^ iaculHo? of En^ls$h- 
** rneii 1 Ivliy, I ash yotu should that life bo taken 
" aw'ay in secret which the laws consig-ijod to the 
*• hands of a public executioner. The mattv-r would 
have been different with respect to Jfcrv.av. Had 
he died in a dun^Ton. there mi^ht have been grounds 
*' to ivistifv the snsuicion that he had not been iruiltv 
“ of suicide. He \ras a Axry poptilar character, as 
well us much beloved by the arnn ; and I should 
never have lost the odium, however guiltless T might 
** iun-e been, ifthe justice of his death, stipposiitg his 
life to have been forfeited by th.e laws. Itad lu't been 
made apparent by the most public execution." 


Here he paused : and I replied. — “ There may. 
perhaps he pei'sons in Enghand. wlio are disposed to 
achnowledge the necessity of vigorous men^mes at 
this important period ot your history: but uoue, f 
believe, are to be found oho would attempt to jus- 
tifv the precipitate manner in which ti;c \oung 
Prince was scired, tried, sentenet'd, .and shot. 

He instantly ansnxred. 1 was justifeu in my own 
'^• mind; and I reimat the dcclar.t'uon whicli I hate 
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already njailc, tliat 1 would I]a\c ordered tlio cxc- 
“.cution of Louis the Eighteenth. At tho&amc time, 
“ 1 ‘■lolcmnly anirm,thatno mo'.'iagc or letter from the 
Duke reached me oftcr sentence of death had bcon 
passed upon him.’* 

Talleyrand, however, wa*^ said to lie in pos'c^sion 
of a Letter from the Koyal Prisoner, addressed to 
Napoleon, uhich they nho arc nell qualified to know, 
declared he took upon himself not to deliver, till it 
as too late to be of an) ecrTicc to tiic u riler. I saw 
ft cojiy of this Letter in possession of Count do las 
Cases, niiich he calmly represented to me as one of 
the mass of docuniuntc, formed or collected to authen- 
ticate and justify certain m)»>tcriou$ parts of the Iiis- 
tor) nhichhc nas occasionally employed in writing*, 
under the dictation of the hero of it. Do not startle 
— the Letter was to beg I iih Life; and to this c.Tect. 
— It stated hi^ opinion that the Bourbon dynasty was 
terminated. That iras thcsottlcd opinionofhis mind, 
and he wn-iaboul!opro\ctheslncerit) of it. He now 
considered France no otherwi-e Uian as his country, 
which he loscd srlth the most patriotic ardor, but 
mcrclj ns a private citizen. Thecronnwasnolongcr 
in his slew ; it was now beyond the pos»ihUUy of re- 
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deodj I repliodj I have oilsn heard of that ma';- 
sacre in feng-land : it ’n-aa a general topic at the iiniCj 
and treated as a British mind never fails to consider 
subjects of that description.” — Her then proceeded. 

• At the period in'question, General Desaix \rp.s 

left in Upper Egypt ; and Kleber in the vici|ity of 
Gamietta. I left Cairo and traversed the Arabian 
Desart, in order to unite my foi’ce v/ith that of the 
“ latter at El Arish. The town was attacked, and a 
“ capitulation succeeded. Many of the priscners 
“ were found, on examination, to be natives of ibe 
“ Mountains, and inhabitants of Mount-Tabor, but 
^‘chiefly from Kazareth. They were immediately 
“ released, on their engaging to return quietly to their 
“ homes, children, and wives : at the same time, they 
“ were recommended to acquaint their -country men, 

“ the Napole.se, that the French were no longer their 
“enemies, unless they wore found in arms as.sisting 
“ the Pacha. When this ceremony was concluded, 

“ the army proceeded on its march towards »7i', iiU. 
Gaza surrendered on the route. — That city, on the 
first view of it, bore a formidable appearance, and 
“ the £-arriscn was considerable. It was summoned 
to suirendcr : when the officer, wlio bore my flag of 
truce, no sooner passed the city’ wall, than his head 
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inhumanly «!lrnck ofT, in^tanlly fixed upon a 
pole, and in'uhlrijly'expoccd to the \iow of the 
Trench army. At the ^ijhl of llilsj Jiorrld niul un- 
‘‘ e\pectcd object, the indignation of the ^oldiCM 
hncu' no bounds : (he) wore pcrfcctlj infuriated ; 
and, uith the most eager impatience, demanded to 
*• he led on to the «tonn. I did not he«itate, under 
‘‘ such ctreumstanre*’, to demand it. The attach was 
“ dreadful j and the carnage exceeded any iicliou I 
“ I had then uitnc«ccd. Wc carried the place, and 
“ it required all my oflorts'and influence to restrain 
“ the fur)* of the enraged soMiers. At length, I sue- 
cceded, and night closed the sanguinary scene. At 
“tlicdaun of the following morning, a report was 
“ brought me, lliat fisc hundred men, chiefly Kapo- 
“ lose, atIjo had latch formed a part oftlie garrison cf 
“ K1 Arish, and to uhom I had a few days’ hefore 
** gnen liberty, on condition that they should return 
“ to their honjc®, were actu.ilh fliiind and recognised 
“ amongst the pri'oncr*. On this fict being indubi- 
“ tably ascertained, 1 ordered the fiAc liundred men 
** to he drawn otjt and instantly sbct.* ‘ -~ — In the 
course of our conTcr«»tion, lu^ rnxiefy .appeared tolo 
extreme, th.nl 1 should be«a!isficd ofthotnilb ofrrcrr 
partofhi^ narratiAA', and he continually intcrnutcd 
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il, hy a?\'ing rac if I pcrfecfly comprehended him. He 
•svap, Ijowcver- Patience itself, when I made any ob- 
servations expressive of doubts I had previously en- 
lertaiued respecting any part of the subjects agitated 
behveea us, or any unfavourable opinion entertained 
or propagated in England. . Whenever I appeared 
embarrassed for* an answer, he gave me time to re- 
fleet : and I could not but lament that I had not made 
myself better acquainted nith tlie events of the period 
under consideration, as it might have drawn him into 
a more enlarged history of them. 

He now returned tajhe subject of Sir Robeii Wil- 
son, and asked me if I knew any thing of his military 
character, and (he teruloncy of his writings ; and if 
the latter had added to his fortune. — I replied, that I 
could not speak upon either, from my own knowledge ; 
but I was induced to suppose from the services in 
•which he had been engaged, he must have stood high 
in the opinion of those n ho employed him ; and I had 
also understood that his works were considered as 
having'been very honourable to him both as a writer 
and a soldier. — “ Pray can you tell me.” he continu- 
ed, from what motive this officer has acted in the 
escape of La Yaiette, the decided and avowed friend 
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of ihe man wliom lie lias so «on*nnly calnmmated ?— 
I was Ijcrc, ns it ninj br supposed, rallicrcnibarrass-ed 
fornn immediato reply, but he guveinc full time to 
collect my&clfj and I ansjvcrcd, That 1 had no 
doubt they ncrc such as did honour to bis heart; 
nliatcvcr hiiputation may have been passed upon UU 
judgment and bis discretion. Somewhat of an adven- 
turous and romantic spirit might have governed Iiim : 
but it never was imagined by any one, that be wa** in- 
fluenced by sordid or pecuniary motives; that idea 
never seems to have occurred, when the trnnsncliou 
was the subject ofunucrsalconsidcrtilion and enquiry. 
There was not, 1 (bought, a person in Cngluud who 
received him or his companions, \uth a diminution of 
their regard for the part they had tiibcn in this myste- 
rious business.” In an instant he observed, “ I bc- 
Heve cscry word you have said, at the same time 
“you may bo assured, that money would not have 
“ Won wanting to pa\e Valetle,— ldcsire\ounl»o 
^“•to gise your particular attenUon to my o}.i:iion, 

“ wliiclj is a decided one. That this act of Sir Ilo- 
“ bert Wil-on, for llio preservation of La Valette, is 
“ Uie commencement of his rccautatiuu of v> hat he hai 
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^viiUen against me^.” — It is a coincidencej perhaps, 
not M'ortii mentioning, hut is a singular circumstance, 
that we had a son of Sir Robert Wilson, at tliis time 
a midshipman on board the Northumberland. 


hly curiosity now grew bold, and I was determined 
to ti’y whether I could induce Napoleon to satisfy me 
as to the particulars of a conversation between him 
and I'.Ir. Fox, relative to the infernal machine, which 
I had heard related by the honourable Mr. Bennet, 
who took passage with Liord'^F. Stuart, in the Lavi- 
nia, from Lisbon to England, in the year JSOL 

I prefaced my enquiry by observing, that an ac- 
count had been published, and was very generally be- 
lieved in England, stating' a conversation between 
him and BIr. Charles Fox, at St. Cloud : that to my- 
self it was very interesting': and as I heard it related 
by a genllcraan of rank, talent and higli character, I 


« La Vah’ttc, 1 believe, ViTis a great fn'ouritc nf liis late I-openir; 
and I inorv, that c\cr\ one cf tiie.vuiie espro-.-t! the greatf tjoy 
at his escape. I u'tncinber Iiuaring OenenU iJertrand tn>,th.'it 
the whole time La Valetle was in the Poit-Oiuco, i-o! a m. jle leaar-rr 
of unnecci'arv ligour wa- Lnowu to have taLcn [’hict ; nor j>>i . 
peace of a private faciih ever disturbed iu the sliahlcH £:ci.rec- 
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tad entertained no doubt of the general fact as he 
italcd it. Nnpolconj in a most good-humoured ^ra^, 

laid, “ Repeat it — I ihall remember.” 1 then pro- 

cccdud. 

The account, General, is os follows.— As )ou 
Tvero one c\cning going to the Theatre, jou encoun- 
tered groat danger of ^our life Ly the explosion of a 
machine, to ahich the title of wfcrnnl was afterwards 
applied. This engine of destruction was said to ha\c 
been placed in n narrow street through which }oii 
were to pass. The rashness of ) our coachman, it is 
said, sa>cd jour life: fur finding a \chicIeploccd in 
such a manner as would hn\oprcsentcd an insurmount- 
able dilTicultj too less timid driirr, hcga>c ^pred to 
h>s horses, and the wheel of jour carriage coming in 
contact with tlio machine, oicrset it with great ^io- 
Icnce, and immediatclj after jou Iiad pa«8cd, the ex- 
jdosion took place.” “That,** he replied, “is true: 
jour information h correct.’* “And it is al«o said, 
that jou went to the Theatre, and enjojcdtbc play as 
if nothing had happened.** lie now nodded, or ra- 
ther made aslight obeisrncc. “ And it isnUo assert- 
ed, that in a conversation jou had with Mr Fox, at 
St. Cloud, on the subject, jou accused the laigllsh ef 
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Imping- invented the machine foi’ your destruction.” 

That is the tact^ he said, I certainly did.” 
And that you pai’ticularly alluded to Mr. Windham.” 

,v 

^\eS} IMr . Vandam .^’ — It is also said. General, 
that Mr. Fox contended it rvas not of English inven- 
tion, for that the crime of assassination was repugnant 
to the national character. He also particularly defended 
Mr.Windham,who, he said, though they differed in po- 
litics, he knew to be an honourable man, and incapa- 
ble as a British Minister, of'sanctioning such a dis-‘ 
honourable transaction.” Napoleon remembered the 
conversation, and acknowledged that he accused Mi“ 
Windham. I now ventured to ask him if he continu- 
ed of the same opinion. Yes,” he said, ‘‘ the Eng- 
lish Ministry were instrumentaLto the plot. Their 
money has gone for that and other extraordinary pur- 
poses.’^ My English blood was a little up on the oc- 
casion ; and my reply, depend upon it, was to the fol- 
lowing effect.— “ My nation detests an assassin more 
than it" does a coward : indeed he is the worst of 
cowards ; and I do not believe, that there is a British 
heart which does not revolt at the thought, and sub- 
> scribe with an honest and glowing sincerity, to the 
opinion of Mr. Fox.”— He gave me no answer, but I 
could perceive that he was not convinced ; and he still 
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rctnlns hie original belief in the contrivance of the In- 
fernal Mncliinc. 

I now tli>“Continued the subject, and approached the 
chimncj-plece to examine a small bii'd in marble, 
which appeared tr» me to be exquisitely sculptured. 
Al''licn lie «au m> nttciitio.i to it, he exclaimed, “ that 
is my ROM.” Indeed the resemblance to the father is 
so very striking, that it is discernible nt the firat 
glance. On one side is a miniature alroofyoung Na- 
poleon, and a highty-nnt‘>hcd portrait of Ins mother, 
Maria l.(Ouitia, on the other. 

He non complained ofa pain in the great-toe ofhis 
right foot j described the ten'^ntion he felt, ond a'^ked 
if it betokened the gout.— 1 rcquc‘“tcd to know if he 
could trace the di«ca«e of gout to any hereditary trans- 
mission. “ No,” he replied, neither of his parents 
cv cr had the gout j but, recollecting himself, he aildcd, 
*• that his uncle, Cardinal Fc»ch, had been very much 
afllictcd by it.” 

1 remarked, tbal even when the dl-ea-e was kriuun 
to be hereditary in families, attention in early year-, 
to exercise and diet, often retarded its approach, and. 


u 2 
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wliftn it came at lengthy would rendei the disease more 
mild. 

I observed to biro, that, considering the active Kfe 
be led, it did not appear that be' took sufficient exer- 
cise to preserve biraself in a right state of health. , He 
replied, my rides, indeed, are too confined; but the 
being accompanied by an officer is so very disagree- 
able to me, that I must content to suffer the coh- 
“ sequences of abridging them. However, I feel no 
inconvenience from the want of exercise. Man can 
accustom himself to privations . — At one period of 
“ my life I was many hours on horseback’ every day, 
for six years I and I was once eighteen months with- 
out passing from the house.” 

He now returned to the grievance of being watched 
by an officer. “ You are acquainted,” he said, with 
the Island of St. Helena, and must be sensible that 
a sentinel, placed on either of these hills, can com- 
mand the right of me from the moment I quit this 
^ house, till I return to it. If an officer or soldier 
placed on that height will not satisfy your Governor, 
why not place ten, twent)’, a troop of dragoons. 
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T>et tlipin never lose of me, onlj itcep an ofiicar 

from mv side.” 

Believe me, my good Friend, I ilb not grudge tlie 
pains tins Letter Iiaa cost me, that I migljt be clear in 
ray recollections and accurate in my report. — I Know 
the pleasure It will atTortl you, and that rcHection re- 
pays me. Future circumstances can olono deter- 
mine, whether you will receive another St. Helena 
XfCtter frora 


&c. 4'C. &e. 


vr. ^y. 


St. IIcLr.TA, 

wr nrAH — 

Tun arrival ofn Fleet at the Island from In- 
*dia, and which vrill afford the means of conveying my 
l.^st Ijcttcr^ has already enabled me to bejjin another. 
T'hjv circumstance crovrded the little Tovrn w itii pa«- 
fcnecrs, who were all, as usual, eager to ?ee IJiiona- 
yartc. The Counte«5 of Ixiudon disemharhed from 
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thjv Fjcct ; nntlj during lior stay at St. Helena, 
accroiiimodaU'd at J^lantation IIoupg, the residence of 
the (.ouHiMjr. In coinplinunil to tliis Lady, a din- 
ner of ceremony was given on the following day, hy 
Sir Hudson Lowe: and an invitation was dispatched, 
throi'gii CJeneral llcrtrand, to General Buonaparte, 
so arranged in point of politeness and etiquette, as to 
an e.\']’,cctution that it would be accepted. — 
'j'his, however, liappencd to be the Jirst. invitation 
which he had received; and some remarks passed, 
that it had rather the appearance of a wish to gratify 
the Countess, than, an act of particular civility to the 
person to w hotn it was addressed. 1 know' that it 
was recei\ cd in tliis light at Longwood. Count Ber- 
trand delivered tlie Governor’s card, which was read 
and returned witliout a word of observation. “ Sire,” 
said blarslial Bertrand, “ H'hat answ'er is it your 
jMajesty’s pleasure that I should return ?” Say, the 
Emperor gave no answ er.” 

I passed a considerable part of the afternoon of 
that day in Napoleon’s apartment ; and, as usual, 
was employed in answering, to the best of ray infor- 
mation, such as it is, the various questions w'hich he 
thought proper to ask me. His enquiries w'ere parti- 
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cularlj (lirectocl to the mtiirc, circtimetances, anil 
state ofltio Fleet >\tt)cU had jii«t ni rived * «tn trade 
"w itli India, ami tlie mimerou-* vvlui-li njijicared 

to l)c constantl) pa*isin!» to nml fro, Ijctvveen India 
and Europe. In the course of ilii» convcr^ation, I 
iMppened to mention the hope entertained hj the 
strangers in tlie town of heing gratified by t!ic sight 
of him as lie passed (a ihc Plantation House to dine 
■with the Governor. This little piece of information 
proved to lie fort mat a propos, as It produced the 
onlj sjnipton of petulance 1 had witnecsed in nij va- 
rious communications with the Ex-Emperor; and it 
was dlspla)cd in tone, looh, and gesture, in his verj , 
briefbut hast) rcpl) What, go to dinner, with 
perhaps a file of soldiers to guard me — la a few* 

minutes, however, he resumed his usual cool manner, 

and continued the tiubjccl. “After all,** he said, 

the) could not, 1 thiiiK, expect me to accept the in- 
vitation. The di-tanceis coii'-idemhle, and the hour 
unseasonable, and I have almost nlimpiithed the 
idea ofexceeding mv chain, accompanied as I imi't 
be by an officer." 


The Counle-s of lioudon left the Island vritliout 
seeing the Ex-Euipcror; and is <»aid to JiavencLnow- 
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iedgcd ’her disappointment on the occasion ; and if I 
limy venture an opiniouj but remember it is altoge- 
ther my own, I think the regret is mutual. 

He asked me some days after, if I had seen the 
Countess. I answered in the affirmative | and added, 
that she had honoured the Northumberland with a. 
visit, and, as it was usual with all visitors to the ship, 
slie was shewn the cabin which he had occupied dur- 
ing the passage. I thought also, it would amuse him 
to be informed that curious strangers generally chose 
to indulge them fancy by sitting down in his chair. — 
And did the Countess,” he said, “ do the chair that 
honour?” Unfortunately I could not speak with 
certainty on that item of his enquiry, not having been 
in the cabin at the time. He seemed, however, to 
enjoy the whim of sitting in his chair, and continued 
‘ ' his questions. “Would it, do you suppose, have 
“ appeared indecorous to the people of England, ^ if 
“ the Countess of Loudon had visited Longwood ’ 

“ Could it have been thought incorrect, in any degree, 
if the Lady, in company with Madame Bertrand, had 
“ paid' me a visit in this garden ! Many Ladies, on 
“ their return to England, have been introduced to 
me in that manner. Had the Countess of Loudon 
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<’xprc3«c(l Iicrself fdttg^ucd hy tlic vo)-a 5 c, or Iiail 
“ been imli'^posctl from any otber cause, I slioald c 
been pleased to wait on her.*’ — I could only say, in 
return, I tias a countr}man of iicr Lailvs'ifp, 

and I'tJ by any chance, I should have the honour of 
posse«ein" the opportunit}, I iroulJ certainly in- 
‘‘ trudo m}selfso far upon her attention, a** to inform 
** her of your polite disposition towards her.**-—— 

He now dashed at once on a subject so totall) difTc- 
rent from any thing j ou'ean expect, that I would gis c 
jour sagacitj Us full plaj for the rest of jour life, nor 
fear jour stumbling upon it. It was as usual, in the 
form of n queUion, and jour impatience n ill, in a mo- 
ment, be satisfied. 

• Have jou,** he exclaimed, *^anj knowledge of 
Plijsiognoraj ?*’ — “ Not from studj,**— ** Ilaie jou 
rend La\aterr*— “ I ha»c read some extracts from 
bis Morks, and that is all I know of them.” — “ Can 

“ JOU judge nhcllicr a man possesses talents from ob- 
icning the features of bis fjcc?”— “ All 1 can saj, 
“ General, is this ; that I known when a face is pleas- 
“ ing or displeasing to me.**—*' Ah,** he replied in an 
“instant, “ there it is— ‘jou base found it out.— Have 


X 
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yon observed Sir Hudson Lowe’s face ?”— « Yc?, I 
“ have.”— “ And what does it promise;”— “ If I am 
to speak the truth, I like Lady Lowe’s much bet- 
ter.” — He now laug-hed, and I was thinking how to 
■ get rid of the subject, which had a tendency to he ah 
• audiward one, as it might be addressed to me. He, 
Jiowever, gave me no time, and proceeded to draw 
comparisons between his late and his present' guar« 
dian ; but in a vein of pleasantry, as it appeared, and 
with such a rapid succession of ideas, that I did not, 
by any means, comprehend his expressions, or the ob- 
jects of them. 

I happened to be at Longwood, when BIr. Raihes, ’ 
the late Governor of Java, and his suite, obtained 
permission to visit the grounds at Longwood. The 
anxiety of that gentleman to see Buonaparte was ex- 
treme : his curiosity iras a perfect rage, and the ut- 
most was done to accomplish itsfgratification. In 
short, though indisposition might have been pleaded, 
an hour was appointed by the Ex-emperor to receive 
the Ex-governor; and the latter had not words to 
expi'css his deliglit at the manner in which he had 
been received. - - 



' 'Inasiibrt timc'aner Mr. Raffles liad taken leave, I 
received a message from Napoleon to join him in the 
garden. On my arrival there I found him surrounded 
by his whole suite, Mc«damcs and IVIessicurs, with the 
carriage drown op, raddlc'horses by it, and all ready 
for imifjcdiatc departure. My appearance, however, 
c]i«;arranged their.inlention 1 For, instead of stepping 
into the carriage, the principal person of the scene 
turned round, as-ifto address me. I Lowed, removed 
niy hat from my hc.vd, and instantly replaced it; whilo 
the ISIairshals, Counts, and Generals, stood with their 
hats under their arms. That circumstance did not al« 
togctiicr dit^turb me ; (l)ougl) my gallantry was some« 
what embarrassed on account of the Ladie«i, whoso 
petticoats werv blowing about them from o smart, and 

rather unmaiuicrl} breeze. Do jou know,” bo 

laid, ** (hi*. Governor of Java?”—*' I know no more 
of liim tban from the introduction of to-day.” — “Do 
jou know oil} thingof that Island?" — “ What 1 know 
of it is merely from the information of others.” — The 
Dutch have represented it as a pestilential climate; 
bttf J bcl/cie that a atcrc CttottrahJe o^rinioa if wow 
entertained of it.” — “ I believe so : at lea*t we hav# 
not found it so bad as, from previous accounti, nc 
had reason to expect.”—** Have }0U ever <ecn a case 
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|)f ilic'plague ?”— « Never. Bo you know 'the 
<3iseagD ?”— « My only knowledge of it proceeds 
hat I have I’ead, “ The arniy of Egypt suffered 
much it, and I had some cifuculfy in supporting 
the spirits of jnajiy of those who remained free from it. 
Yet for two year's I contrived to keep my soldiers ig- 
norant of what I myself knew. The disease can only 
be communicated through the organs of respiration.” — 
I replied, “ that I had understood actual contact 
would convey it.” — “No:” he said, “ I vioited' the 
hospital constantly, and touched the bodies of the 
sick to gi\e confidence to their attendants; being con- 
vinced by observation, that the disease could only be 
communicated by the lungs. At the same time I al- 
ways took the precaution of visiting after a meal and 
a few glasses of wine ; placing myself on the side of 
the infected person from wdiich the wind blew.” — We 
must have been at least twenty minute's in conversa- 
tion. with the suite in all the formality of attendance, 
when 1 thought it proper to make some show of re- 
tiring ; but he would not take the hint, for a consider- 
able time. At length he made a slight bow, and led 
Bladame Bertrand to the carriage: he followed; and 
i stood to see them drive off ; observing, however, 
that there was a'vacant seat in the carriage, he hailed 
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/TIC <0 cotiio nnil take a ride wilh tl.cni : I, ofcoiirsci 
ncccjUed the iii\italion ; and I declare, if U had been 
ft part) in n jaunting car to a counirj fair in Ireland, 
there T>nuld not ha^c been ntore mirth, ca«:c, and 
ftflahility. 

The carriige droTC off nt a pretty round pice, and 
the pleasantry of Napoleon fccmctl to keep pace nith 
it. lie began to talk I'ngh'vh ; aod hnTing tlironii 
Mb arm half round Madame Bertrand’s neck, he cx^ 
claimed, addressing Mmt'Clfto me, “ This is my Mis* 
ircM ! 0 not I^Iistrcss— yo«, yes, tins is my Mistress!” 
vliilr the Lady uas ondea\otinng toc\tr!catehcr-clf^ 
and (ho Count her husband bursting nith laughter. 
Jlc then asked if he 1 ad nmdc a miblake, and being 
informed of the English inlcrprclalion ofthenord, he 
cried nut “ O, no, no — I t>aj. My frumJ, my line; 
No, nolloie; my friend, my friend.” The fact was, 
tlmt^lndnrac Bertrand hadheen indisposed for sct oral 
dayp, and he ni«hed to rally I cr spirits, na veil ns to 
gi\rnn imre«cncdcasc(ol!or«n\crsali6n. Inshorl, 
to use* a nclhknonn UngJi«l« phra c — lie v.is the life 
oflhe pnriy. 


The circuitous ivlndmg«of the rhle at Lorgtrood 
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may extend to five or six miles ; and in our progress^ 
with a half comic, half serious countenance, he asked 
tins very unexpected question In the course of 
your practice, and on your conscience, how many pa- 
tients have you killed It is not unlikely that I 
looked a little surprised; but I calmly answered, 
*‘lily conscience does not accuse me of having caused 
the death of any one.” He laughed, and continued, 
I imagine that^ physicians may mistake diseases; 
that they may sometimes do too much, at other times 
too little. After you have treated a case that has ter- 
minated fatally, have jou not reflected with yourself, 
and said — well, if I had not bled, or vice versa, if I 
jead bled, this man, he would have recovered, or if he 
had not consulted a physician at all, he might have 
been now alive.^’ 1 made no reply, and he con- 
tinued his questions. 

i 

« 'Which do you think are the best surgeons, the 
French or the English ?” — “ The English undoubted- 
ly.” — Buti wherefore r” — “ Because our schools are 
better. There is more system in our education ; and 
the examination is such as to establish the fitness of 
anv candidate for the profession before he is regularly 
admitted into it.— ^ But in point of practice will .you 
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>iol allow tlmt the French siirgconi Iinvc the advan- 
tage of jou?” — In praclicc, General, the French 
•re ciii’j'iriw, though they do not vend nostrums like 
our quacks in England. They ore, in fact, more 
guided b) experience than theory. But )ou, Sir, have 
enabled my brethren in the English army to be tolera- 
ble prolTcionts in field practice.** Xnpolcon smiled at 
mj reply, and innncdiately proceeded to n question, 
nhich, thougli it is not altogether dieconnccted «ilh 

the former subject, I did not expect. It was this. 

Who is your first physician in London That 

is an enquiry which I did not expect, and cannot take 
£ 

upon mjpclfto answer: (here arc £o many phjsicianit 
of eminence (here, (lint it Mould be hazardous to men- 
tion a fat ouritc name.” — “ Bu(ha\c you no particular 
person in the profession who takes the lead?” — *• No, 
indeed; there arc, it is true, fashionable physicians, 
mIio ha\e their run for a ecaeon or tno, or c\cn three; 
but I could not gi\ethc preference to one, without 
doing injustice to fifly. I could, 1 think, more parti- 
cularly distinguish eminent surgeon^.”— — “ What is 
the general fee ?” Tliat frequently depends on the 
rank and fortune of the patient.”——” What is the 
highest that you ha>o ever known?”— ” I really con- 
not gi>c a precise answer to that question: no partH 
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ctilar Puni tn that way at jwesent occurs to me. Han^< 
foinc fortunes are sometimes acquired by practice ins 
ibw years; but that falls to the lot of but few, whom 
particular circumstances, and distinguished patronage, 
as well as professional shill, have raised info great ce- 
lebrity.” — ^yhen Corvesart attended my wife, the 
JKmpress Maria Louisa, on the birth of my son, he w'as 
ordered three thousand Napoleons. I wished, at one 
time, tliut tlm Empress should be bled, according to 
your jiractice,. but Corvesart refused : She was in a 
very full ha!)it. You are much employed on shore, 
are you not, as well as on board of ships?” — lam 
sometimes ashed to visit the patients of my friends.” 

Do they pay you well ?” — I never yet accepted of 
a fee. While I serve, I am satisfied with my yaj.” 

‘‘ What does your King allow you ?” — “ Two hun- 
dj‘cd and twenty pounds a year.” — “ You have been 
all your life at sea, have you not?” “I have, in- 
deed; and during a space of near twenty years.”—- 
“Does your King provide for you afterwards?” — 

“ Yes, Sir, he does. At the e.Ypiration of six years 
service, lie allows me, provided 1 am no longer in em- 
ploy, six shillings a day : but that sura is not increas- 
ed for any subsequent service, until I have completed 
thirty years.” — “ That I think, is ;aot an adequate re- 
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mnnpratlnn.’* — I thuilv ro too, General ; however, I 
Iinvr no riglit to complain, because I'knen the condi- 
tions before I engaged; and, in England, we arc 

never obliged to do so against onrJnelinations.” 

Is it not verj expensive living in the Island of St. 
Helena?’* — “ Verj much so: a-slranger cannot board 
antler thirty shillings a daj.'* — “ lion, then, do jou 
contrive to livo?”—.^ At prc«cnt by tlie ho-pitalitv of 
a verj kind and generous friend ; and, occasionallv, I 
have recourse to the fare of the Northumberland.’* 
He continued bis qiic^tlono, and 1 my replies, ns }ou 
will perceive. “ The armv ujusi he an enormous ex- 
pense to ) otir gov crnmcnl, is it not “ Kol more, 
I trust, than it can maintain. It is, I fane), greater 
than the nnv),” ** But from what cau«e?”— •“ The 
espeii'e ofthe arm) is oncntimes, and indeed nece‘^- 
s-irily increased, I conceive, from il» local situation.” 
— “Andvvh) not the navv " The latter is nicxely 
stalionar), and the former more or less permanent.” 

“ Is not England more attached to its Navv than its 
Armv ?” — “ The Navy is ctrtainlv considered as its 
wore natural, essential and cffc'ctual defence; but tbc 
Armv will fcometimes raise it? head verv high, and l>c 
regarded with a rival favour when it i« crowned, it 
to often if, with laurels : feuch a field as that oCAVa- 
Y 
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terloo can hardly find adequate gratitude in the hearts 
of Eiiglishinen. To this observation Napoleon 
made no reply^ nor did he giv^e an unpleasant look ; 
But he changed the subject. 

Wliere,” said he^ “ were you educated ?” — J re- 
pliedj “ in Edinburgh,” — “ You have very eminent 
professors there I know ; I remember Doctor Brown’s 
system was in repute during my first Italian campaign. 
I have read of your other men of notcj and I wish 
you w'ould call them to ray recollection by repeating 
their names.” — I accordingly mentioned Black in 
Chemistry ; Monjio in Anatomy and Surgery, and 
GnEGony in Physic; hut, at the same time I observ- 
ed, that wdiile I particularized these distinguished 
characters whose pupil I was, I could name others 
of equal merit in the different schools of the British 

empire. “ I never knew,” said Napoleon, “ but 

one physician who was infallible in his diagnostics. 
He was certain in his discovery of the nature and scat 
of a disease ; his name was Dubos ; but, strange to 
say, he could not'prescribe : and consequently would 
never undertake the treatment or cure of a complaint 
whos'e character his acumen could so accurately pene- 
tratef”' I observed, “ that he had a very able sur- 
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gton with him in iMon<5tcur Lajrt/'^ — “ Yc«,” 

lie nnsncrcd, “he excellent in hi« field nrmn^o- 
ment'i ; but I ha\c had men with me who, in scientific 
hnowlcdgc, were far tuperiorto him.” ‘OIr. Perej,” 
I said, “ who joined joti on the mornin" of the bitllu 
of Anctcrlitz, had the reputation of superior talents.” 
— “A/i," he exclaimed, with a glow on his counten- 
nnee, “ how did jou hi»oi» that?” I must either have 
read of it in Larrj's Publication, or heard it men- 
tioned hy General Uertrand,” — Hccontinucd. 

It was mj intention in Franco to ha>c classed 
^our profession Into three dUhions. 1 ha>c alun>s 
respected It : it is n science and more tlian a science j 
because it requires a knowledge orsc\cral: Chemis- 
try, Anatom), Uotan), and Physic.— -For the first 
class 1 j-hould ha^c pciected (he ino-t eminent of the 
'profo«{>ion.”— “ Uulhow, Gcncml, would you hare 
dIbCo\cred them By thcirrcputalion, income, and 
the figure which they made in the world.” “ But 
would not that plan be Ihblcto objection? many men 
of merit H\ e in ob'Curit) “ Then llicrc let them 
remain,” he paid, *• what else arc they fit for ? if 1 
were to choose a surgeon from your fleet, fhould not 
I take him from the Xortbun^bcrland in preference 
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to the little Brig r” — There General^ you may also 
ho rnistaken.”- — ‘^Noj no, no; a man of talent- in 
c\ cry station and condition in life will discover liim- 
solf. Depend upon it I should be safe, in a general 
sense, in adopting iny own plan. The 'first ranks 
should have had some honorary marks of distinction, 
exclusive of (hat respect in private life which their 
education ivili always coninmlid. The third class 
should be humble in the extreme; nor would they 
have ])ecn permitted to :administer any thing •be3'ond 
the most inofiensive medicines.” Perhaps, Sir,” I 
remarked, “ after such an arrangement, you might, 
according to our English custom, have submitted fu- 
ture candidates to an examination.” “ Yes,” he re- 
plied, “ that might have been rJght/^ 

A physician,” continued he, “ appears to me to 
resemble a.general officer. Pie must be a man of ob- 
servation and discernment, with a penetrating eye. 
Possessed of these qualities, he will discover the 
strength of the enemy^s position. Thus far, Doctor 
Dubos could go, and no farther. A sagacious practi- 
tioner will just employ sufficient force to dispossess 
the enemy of his. strong hold: a force beyond that 
might enjure the citadel. Nmv, I think, if you carry 


f 
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your Mercury too far you mu^t do nu«clucr so I any 

ofllie pnctjcc of Sangratlo *’ 1 tlicti c\prc^'-td to 

lum my Rurprice nt tljo gciicml good hnltli \ Inch lie 
Iiad uniformly experienced during llie singulir vici • 
situde- of In -7 cxlraordimry life ‘‘ Ye?/’ lie “aid, 
“luylitjllli has 1)001 \cr) good \Vlieji tlic Italnn 
Rrm> was incampcd tii the Mctnily of s^^nlnp?, tniny 
sufTcrLd by focr, nhilc 1 leut not nn\ complaint ti 
I ohsened tcmpenince ond a gcninily abittmions 
balancing hctuccn my appetite ami the poners ol my 
digc'-liic organs I had, at the simc lime, exercise 
nufilcicnt, both of (he body and the mind “ It was 
reported honcicr, tlntyouwcrocry ill on > our return 
from ng>pt I was Tory linn, and at tlut time 

subject to a had cough For my recovery I uas in- 
debted to Doctor Con c-art, who bli«tcrcd me (nice 
on the clicst ” “ Report *i!«o raid, tint sou were 
t^icn subject nbo to an eruption, at least on the t^kin 
——Your friend Goldsmith says so * — “ Yc“,” he an- 
swered, “ 1 will tell you Xcier shall 1 forget the 
pleasant manner in winch he related thiit anecdote. 

“ At the Ficge of Toulon, I commanded a small 
battery ottxo f'uns. One of your boats approacIcH 
close to the shore, and firing their gun, Idled two 
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canonneers by my side, I seized a ram-rod when it fell 
froniMic dead soldier’s warm hand. The man, as it 
happened, was diseased; and I found myself in a very 
few daj's sulTering- under an inveterate I/c/i. I had 
recourse to baths fora cure, and at that time succeed- 
ed. Five years after, I had a return of the same com- 
plaint with increased violence, and I presume it had 
lurked in my blood during' the whole interval. Of 
that I was shortly cured, and have never had any re- 
turn.” 

I now perceive, my dear that ' I shall bring 

this letter myself; but I well know it will not be the 
less welcome because the writer is the bearer of it. 

1 shall therefore continue my narrative without 

any farther interruption to the end. 

f 

The Newcastle and Orontes appeared from the 
heights of St. Helena on the morning of the 19th of 
June. My delight on the occasion is not easily to be 
expressed. 

. I now bent my steps to L/ongwood, where I arrived 
about ten in the morning : and I was no sooner known 
to be there, than Napoleon sent to desire I would 
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Lrcakfdst nithliini in thc^rdcn. On mj nppearifuj 
Ijc said, “ jou nrc comn to iol»c Jcn^o of »«.” — “ I 
»in cotne tip, GoncrnI, nidi that intention.” — “ Vou 
nlll breakfast tlicn,” be ndded, pointing to a cliair, 
SI Inch the attendant in naltin^ immedintcis placed 
for me. The fulloningcotuer^ation tlicn took place. 

IIn\o jou had letters from soar fiicnds?” — 
No, .Sir, the fillips- cannot reach the Ua) before 
cseninj/’— 1« the Admiral kno«n “ Yc«, lie 
18 Admir.tl Itralcolm.*’— Arc jo» glad to return to 
to England ?”— <• Very glad indeed.”— “ I nm not 
ourpri«cd at its but base >ou heard ans nens?’ — 
** The last 6lorc*8hip Mliicli came from England, 

brought fiomc new Publications 'I'ht Q'lartcrly 

Resiew; abookstiled ‘ PaulV Leltei> lo hii Kn.^• 
folk,* tSc. •• and ‘ llo)ce*fi Iluonaparte’” — “ Haso 
JOU read them?” — “1 base indeed, and uitli more 
than common interest.** — *• And nial ccc3«ioncd this 
particular feeling of intciV't r”— “ 'IV.cix' i' ii ore 
truth and candour dii>plajed tn tbc-^c tvio pubhratiotu: 
than an) 1 base hitherto read ; and more ] ariiridarU 
the urork of i\Tr. Rojee, nbich I ti.euhl ni*h sou to 
fee,” — ‘‘ Wh), then, did sou rot bm it lor me.” — 
“ There haj pened. General, to bo but one cops on 
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ihc Inland, and k was purchased by a gentleman, o» 
bis way to China, who wished me to read it.; that, 
by 'comcfi.-ig any inaccuracies I might observe, the 
ivnrk would become doubly interesting to his friends 
in that ])art of the world.” “ Is it like the work of ‘ 
Helen lUaria IVilliains ?” — Very superior, and 
much more authentic.” — “ Of what does it treat ?” — 

“ our motives for quitting- Elba; your subsequent 
conduct, from jour landing at Frejus till you em- 
barked in the Eelleroplion. Idiey still, however, 
represent you as subject to violent fits of passion, 
takino; Jiastv strides across vour aoartment, with other 
impctuou.s marks ofajjger and disappointment. There 
is also a palliotio story related of the introduction of 
General Solignac, when he waited' upon you from the 
Chamber of Deputies, to urge your abdication. This' 
author, as well as Paul, whose Letters are under a 
feigned name, gives very interesting particulars of 
Waterloo. It uiil, I think, p)ake you smile, Ge- 
neral, w hen I tell you that your guide La Coste is 
not forgotten. lie is represented as Jiaving been 

most dreadfully frightened.”. “ Frightened !. at 

what?” — “ At the balls. Sir, that were flying about 
him. • It is said also, that you, at the time, rallied 
and consoled him with the assurance, that it was 
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mncli more Ijonoiirable lo receive a bill in tlic brc-vf 
Uian in (iic bade. BesideB, be j-) made to conipbip, 
that lie nas \ery inadequately recompensed for the 
l.ibonr and dangers of the daj : tliat a single Xa» 
polcon was bis only rc\\artl.’* Napoleon in^tanlly 
replied, nitli an inleUigeiiC smiU*, “It miglil as neil 
ba\c been taid fuc bundred.” — J continued ; — 

IMr. Bnjeo appears to ino to bare been very at- 
1enti\c to Accuracy In hl> report of tbetno contending 
armies,"— “ What number" 1 ^^n•* instantlj obked, 
does be gi^c to that of France lie quotiH 
from an oHicer, and makes (bem to have been resent) 
tliotennd," Tbc reply wa*. — 1 b.id fc^eat>-one 
tbousnnd: nnd lion* many Cnglish is it plated Ibere 
w ere in tlic field ?” — ** Iiicludiiig tlie German Legion, 
1 undcfxtand tbere ircre tbirl) lliousaiid Britiib 
lroop> ; siliicb, united nitJt the Belgian^, llano- 
Ycrijns, nn.l'llnins^'iektrp, formed an i^Itole ofsixh- 
eight iliou«and men." — *’ lion many P^u^’ians nere 
there under Bulun?"— ” 1 cannot corfectl) f-ay, 
prrinps fillern iboasind." ** And bon many on the 
rrn\al t)f Bluclirr, in the c\c.itng.*" Iresllt^’o 
not Know ; but it is »-aid lint the Duke of IVtJb'n^fon 
acknowledges bow \cr\ l^appj befell i 
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hU fr.ViuI ; ami tli.it (he pcr^'on rlicl not 
txl^i co-!|f| havr hocnmorcwckomciohmtn 
ih( r4 (he fvcnlnq- than Blcchcr. 


K^OI*-}nf•e I nrri enjmr-;} an ocra^jonal commtmica- 
tinf! V. ita ..T f':''on. I ncvr^r cco'ca to ha ainaiated 
vJtli n stron;’ aiul cmintic «lc'ire, lo learn hi' oja'nion 
f>S (nsf jrnDune.'i (,’»taiii5ntider. 1 iind repeatedly heard 
(Lat Ij * th'I not aitl.haid it. hut I conul never ascer- 


t.iin th<’ hurt on any certain authority. The pre.^ent 
imviicot appeared tv afierd me the opportunitr which 
J hr.d «o anxiously .‘•ourht ; <!> he fccwed to be in a 
temper of more than n?nal communication and 
cnurte.'V; fliouph I hare never had reason to com- 
plain of either. -At ail hazard?; I therefore resolved 
to make (lie trial ; ns it might be the only opportunity 
T should ever po'^'^C'S. — “ The people of England,” 

I said, “ apj.car to feel an interest in knowing your 
sentiments respecting the military character of the 
Duke of A'VclIington. They have no doubt that 3 'oa 
would he just ; and, perhaps, they may indulge the 
expectation that yotir justice would produce an eu? 
iocium of which the Duke of AA^ellington might be 
proud.” Silence ensued : I began to think that I 
plight have gone lathor too far; for it is most iru^ 
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tlmt I Ind ne\er I>pfare a(ldro«ec{| Jnni witliout looL* 
irijj full m I IS face for n rcplj, but in> ojcs dropped 
at llic panic, and no rrpU was made. Thi«, hon- 
e\< I, ms tlie second question I had ever asked whicli 
roiiiaincd a moment unatibucred 

At the same time, ho did not appear to lie, in tljo 
least displeased , as in a few mnintes lie renewed tho 
conxersjtion with this inqnir}. You mentioned n 

/iVirT whntdocs it contain ” “Criticisms on 

new Puhiicationc ns the} appear, nnd this Number 
ol)«cnebUpon throe publications that relate to )oii . 
one in particular, said to be b) a Lieutenant of the 
Ilellciophon “ What could ho find oniii) subject 
to work tip into a book’” — “I am almost ashamed, 
General, to repeat to \uu the trish thiEC publications 
contain indctd, it furj ri-cJ me, ll at fo resp^ctahle 
a work as tins Ucmcw should condescend to notice 
them, and quote ^llc!l eiil) falsthoodH , nor can it be 
arcounfed for in an) other was, than a desire to 
tir\ tie public impatience to be informed of eierj 
tliin^aiid nil) thin*; that ma} nlntclojou. It coa- 
taini, nmon4 oOilf iiii«inf«niialion<, accounts of 
sour conduct and demeanour whili }ou rrsnltd at the 
Unrrj. Yon willjud-jc of Uic ingcnui* 


z 2 
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■tions Tt'lieri 1 aSd, that he mentions ydui’ being angry 
with one of the little girls, because she \Va 5 ignorant 
oF joui coin, the Napoleon. You are also represent' 
6d, on the same authority, as havihg been in a groat 
mge ^vita one of her' brothers, for haring slion’n you 
the picture of (be Great hlogul on a pack of cards. 
iSsay, Sir, Monsieur Oe las Cases does not escape : 
for lie is sent to the side-board to play at Patience^ 
iiiitil the new pack AvOuld deal with more facility.” — ^ 
“ Your Editors,” ' said iSTapoIeon, are infinitely 
amusing; but is it to be supposed that they believe 
•h’h at they write.” At least, Sir, I presume,- that 

they hope to amuse those who read. There is, how- 
ever, another ivork, Tvhicli, from its apparent authen- 
ticity, has been received with attention'. It is written 
by a Frenchman, the Abbe Pradt.” I was now per- 
fectly confounded by a' general, arid, as it appeared, 
an involuntary laugh ; with an exclamation of “ O, 
the Abbe !” — It appears that this personage was the • 
very humblest of the most humble adulators of Na- 
poleon : bediad been in a low situation in the Police, 
but possessed qualities that are favourable to advance- 
ment insuch tiriies as those in which he lived. “ He 
bad both cunning and humour,” said Napoleon, and 
I took hiiri ti'ith me when I went to Spain ; and, as I 
had to wage "ivar with monasteries, 1 found the ALbc ' 
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a plnl7nx njpitnst the domimoton of PncM*?. Do ta? 

liP ndded, * will joti fifi) entortauuni; 
aijccdotes of (he Abbe — Can )o*i tell mo al.at i<» bo- 
cm»c of him I realij hive not hoard. Ut* also 

giie^H dc’criptjonof jour return to \Var*a« nftor the 
di''j<>ter» in UiHsia, nhicli, I doubt not, nouldcnui^e 
vou Ho doFcribcs u toll figure entering hjg hotel 
wf.jppcd in fur, /iioro resembling n beng of (1 e other 
a*orld than nn^ thing c.arlbl). — It was Canlincourt — 
Ilofusj hKc\ri*c, joii wcreconcealcd altlic Kngli«h 
Ilotri, where he procured joti homo excellent mnc. 
Thix UcMCW, howeter, docs not spare the Ab'it, 
who declares that the subjugation of Ru-mi uas In- 
evitable, had It not been for the sagacit) of oi e man . 
‘And jrav,' the Uciicncr, ‘who isthi^man? 
Whj, ijo le**® a pir^onagethan liie ALbi, Pradt, who 
would have it thought that bj In'* roguery be oiit- 
w iltcd his Ma'-lcr.’ ’* Napoleon doe* not often laugh ; 
but tV i-lcrs, or the idea of the Abbe, or perhaps 
be’li, brought bis risible Rcnltic. into complete 
•xcrtion. 

tInroU >mir Mnp of riander-, irv friend j di'play 
it in due form on voor table, rrd frllow n e, if 
Tou can. Lwaii this moriiiL^ curiojilx gratiCcd bj a. 
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huHl.'irv dr^frlpUon nf tlu* vnrinnp inovcmrnts of tli6 
I'loueh nriny, on A/z/Jo/ro^V Chnrt, from Ihc dayif- 
to (he cvciUruUmltle of Watcr- 
F rjalurally r^riif'rk'd, ,n<; you mny fuppose, a 
OfSrsiilo} (liHio vtufou*: ci$*cun}5;fnjjco? jjv ivliicii H wna 

hi fy or, for Is nmoiuit' tn the .'•arnc thing",*— T!:c 

soul thf* rv.7</i//-Vr if u;>H not g^ainotl. 3Jj conjec-turo 

n;s>- Dfit iil-fcMtiuIec!, for (4ourgoin} proceoiod to point 

<ni? to jno llif't't rofv ^rhieh wore committed I>v ?ome of 

tJif pi'inrijjfil eommrtfidor.-^ in the French army, and 

proved fit.’d to the la>^t ^rcat eifort of their Im* 

pecial rdnster. ‘'riiei-e lu* traced tvilh a rcadincs.'! and 

perspicuity \shtch induced me to imagine, at the time 

t?:a{ I clearly comjireliended the whole. Nevertheless 

1 have niv dtzubts, uliotlicr.I shall mak<y the errors', 

* ' 

of ttuNj- hliu. during ci{)tains as cl,*ar to you, as they 
w ere, in iny Huicy, made apparent to me. 

Napoleon, it scfzms, nvus completely ignorant of the 
luoNonictit tnade from Frasnes, by Count Erelon, 
(Drouct) on the Kith. For wlum he appeared near 
Lf!^-}fj/y Nsipolcon actually deployed a column of 
Frencii to oppose him, mistaking" his force at the time, 
fora division of the Prussian army. — Ereloinvas now 
Kjade acijuainted fvith the defeat of the Prussians; 



find, \^ithout tJniil»ni 5 it iicccs«ary to liaro any coitji 
imirucatioji «itlj Nupoloon, ns to future operation*, 
returned to Ills original position. Tiint division of 
the arm), therefure, hccaiuc totall) useless for that 
da) both to the nuijieror and to Marshal Ke). — 
Grouch), losing eight ot llliicher, niid Inking ihe clr- 
cuitnm. route uhichhc pursued, uqc repre-ented at 
ha\ing‘ cotmmltcd a met fatal error. — While llie 
light wing oflhc French, iMhc battle oflho Iblh «as 
engaged, in defeating the Tank mo\cmcnt of IJuloir, 
ofnhjeh the) were pcrftcti) apprised, Mar.hnl Xey 
had orders to engage (he attention of (lie Ilnglish dur> 
ing this part of the action; buth) no mcansto hn.'ani 
the loss of his troops, or to exhaust their strength, 
Nc), it appears, did not oW) the order, or ini I with 
circumstances that rendered it impracticdhlo for him 
to adhere to it. He was slated to ha>c contended for 
'the occupation of a lieight*nnd thus weakened his 
coqis, fo (lint when the Imperial guanl# were brought 
to tlie cliargi*, he was iiiinhie to ns>i-.t ll.ein.— I un- 
ilcr-tood (hat Napoleon 1 ail cro»'cd the Farihre with 

111.000 men. In (he battlm of l»igu) am! t^ertre 
liras he lo-t 10,000. Grtnirh)** di\i>|oii cor.t^i.ted of 

50.000 detached to fulhtir Ilkcher. Kaiirg an enVe- 
ti\e force, on the tnorntngof the Ibth of 71,000. I 
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Jiopd you 7/ilI comprehend my account, which I thick 
M'UB the purport of General Gour^ond’s statement to 
me ; though I do not know any two characters more 
liable to a-small share of perplexity, than a sailor de- 
scribing a terra firma battle ; and a soldier entering 
into tlie particulars of a naval engagenient. — But, by 
way of climax, I was assured that the report of Buona- 
parte’s standing on an elevated wooden frame to ob- 
tain a commanding view of the field of battle, is alto- 
gether a misrepresentation. — It was, on the contraiy, 
a raised mound of earth, where he placed himself with 
Jiis staff; and the ground being sloppy and slippery, 
he ordered some trusses of straw to be placed under 
his feet to keep them dry, and prevent his sliding. 

» 

This w’^as the last visit I paid to Napoleon : and 
when 1 took my leave of him, he rose from his chair, 
an4 said, “ I w'ish you health aud happiness, and a 
safe voyage to your country, w'here I hope yon wall 
find your friends in health and ready to receive you.” 

I had been uniformly treated .W'ith such respectful 
kindness, and, in some degree, with such partial con- 
fidence, by Genera] Bertrand, ‘Mons. de' las Cases, 
and, indeed, by every one of the suite,- that I could not 
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tolit* m\ Icn^c of them nilbout a con^Idonible ilogrre 
<)rheti'«ibilitv. A more amiable, nnilcd ami dclighl- 
ful fainil) than timl of Geiierul nertranJ 1 no\cr vet 
eau : nor is bis nfTiclioii a Ittisband, and bis fond* 
nc-v, as a father, Ic&a &tribiii; than hi» fidelity to bis 
Muster, 

And here I c'-ncludcni} Narratl\e. Tfnnv other 

littlo matters should occur to mj recollection, I cau 
make a l»ind of I’ofUccripl of lliem,— — The sketcli 
^>bicb )ou dcalrcd of St. Helena, ma) bo the subject 
of conservation beruafler, sour bo^pitablc and 
fricndlj firc‘6idc.— — ‘III the mean lime, and at all 
times, ^ ’ 

1 am, Ac. Ac. 


W. AV. 


ADDJTIOyjL NOTlCLi;. 

Captain I'jontowvU, anotficcr »n I' c PoH-b troop? 
nttaclied to lluonapartc’? person, svbo had nccoaipam* 
cd him to Elba, andbad a co umand in the liitlconav 
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^^laf IsdocH in Fi*nnce, formed one of the ynite n'llicli 
ficconipnnied the Fx-emperor to England. — He was, 
lioM ever, reft’sed to attend the exile of his fallen Slas- 
ter, i.he r.isappoJntnient he sufered, on thecccasion, 
'oasexJrenjp : and he still continnod to pcrseycre in 
his uppucation to tolL)\r that fortnneto Ti ldch a sense 
ot the n'tost ardent nnd affectionate, duty impelied him. 
Xotw itiistnnfiine- a Lady from Fnmcr. to whom ha 
' had heen iK'trotheah joined him at Ph mouth asid Cv-ar- 
ried iiim, he still most rcalously adticrccl to his origL 
nal object : and. havinj; at length obtained the sanC' 
tion of government, he took his passage in a store-ship 
■ for St. Helena. — The arnhul of this fauhrul ibllomec 
vas not expected: Napoleon, liemever. could not hut 
sensihie of ids attachnienr, and received him with 
kiiuitu'ss. P'Ut neither his .situation, uerlds manners 
vrere such as to associate him o ith the suite, nc-r did 
his modest V appear to expect it. An apartmetit mas . 
assigned Idtn i?v the Lcacrals: and ..dr, O .'lean', n.o 
Surgeon, fhinhirg he was neglected, with that gecd- . 
r.ess orhearl and ger.rixnis naturc Vvidciv aisdugms- cs 
his ehnovacthr, made him melcome to Ids trdde, St ch 
nert' the amiable and unassuming manners ol the ro- 
mr.r.ticFelc. that this distant tix-auVierd of him was a 
>yh}cr.t of genexal animatlvemon: and tjAVant oi ge- 
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Ttf'reu*! ferlin^wnp altrnni<c(l(oXft]io1cf>n.forinatlon« 
lion to«uc!i nn cvi<lcnt ojcnmplc of fiiloliiy. But this 
nncrwaril** appeared to l*c n grounclleoa Mi<5picion. 
The Captain occupied hi? durinjf the night, 

and occnsioinlly amu<ed hiin«eir with his cun during 
the day ». happy in the enthu^iiastic »nti«lhfrion pf 
eharinpr the fate of tlie jrrent object of his idolatry*. It 
hnp])emMl, honever, in one ofhie «porilnc e\cur>ions 
that Ms piece nccidentnlly went off in the rcl ofload* 
ing it; nnd tery «evcrcl)’ wounded hj« right. h.'ind. 
With this tni'ch'ir.cc Napolcpii became acquainted^ 
and cxprei'«cd a de#iro to pce nnd console him : hut, 
prrtiotis to the execution of this kind intention, a fe* 
tnale f ervant of General Monlholon tras temo> cd from 
onoorthe^cry comfortoblc tPomeat Longi^ood, and 
Plontovr^ki was con\eycd thither. The following 
day Napoleon paid him the projected l)til nltlt- 
out nuspecling he had l>ccn in any other npartment, . 
and amply rejnid liis devoted Pole for the syound In 
lii« hand, by pit ing such n wrfnn delight to his honest 
and faithful heart. 


In speaking ofdircrent diica«es to which the huaaa 

2 A ♦ 



c ISO ) 

frame "vyas su^bject, a favourite topic with Napoleon, 
when a professional man was by any means admitted 
to him, the small-pox happened to he mentioned ; and 
he instantly entered upon the discovery of vaccination, 
with which he appeared to be perfectly ncquainted, 
and whose beneficial effects he mentioned with the 
highest encomiums. Nor did his observation close 
without their usual Jinale — an interrogatory, — “ Have 
not the people of England given me some credit, for 
njy having adopted, encouraged, and indeed, decreed, 

the rigid observance of Dr. Jcmicr's Sj/stc7nr’ 

0 

t 

« 

The quiet, unassuming demeanour of the persons 
composing the suite of Napoleon, never knew any in- 
terruption, on the deck offlie NorthumLcrland. where 
we held our conversation, hut m Ijcji General Gour- 
gond chose to display the bloody track of his heroic 
feats in the field. No idea, however, is rntended to he 
conveyed of his exceeding the real prowess ofliis mi- 
litary character; hut only that he loved to talh ahniit 
it, when his former comparrions in arms were silent. 
Among other proofs of his Iiair-breacilh V eapesj he 
was fowd of exliibiiing a sword, whose rcjunvn, as ell 
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ns lliat of its owner, nns en^rarcf! on <!’p Matlc; and 
whose inscription relatod, that with thU nji^hlj ami 
glorious weapon he soxed the life of Xajiolron, in 
Uijssja, when it was threatened hj the uplified arm of 
a fierce and n\cnging^ Co&cncL. 


Tiir followin'^ is a correct nb'-lractof a conseixi- 
t^nniiadwith CJcncral Itertrand ; when, anti parti* 
eulnr!) nt llio commencement of it, hi' foehns:* ap- 
peared to ho >or) iitrongh excited •—-He achnoK- 
letlgcd \crj fiilljj and Inineiited \cn ten«'tblN, the loo 
extended of Napoleoir* aialdfion.— “ It in^ 
“ ilvelfn jjrand and nohle princijde, and, Kft to 
“ own ornjinal ohject% and confinetl to ils mfural 
** operations, nii^ht Intc^proird a source ofetten* 
I'M c "ood and untarnished Rion. Hut c\il coun* 
“ fils, and who cm, at nil morren*<, and under all 
“ circntijslance*-, repel their in«‘jnmtln?^or niortentnnr 
*• indiience, pros oi.ed the cxct<'es "hicli have l>^en 
*' ^o ofifn rcen to strip (he nio-( cotnn afidiri" if all 

” p'l'.vjon" of its associate xirturv.” Il^re his oni- 

nion «eeincJ to |>oinl to Maret, D iVe of Hi'smo, r$ 
(tiu cause of un<{>cjhaLle miebuf. and sn exs* p!c 



( 182 ) - 

\ 

tliat iiifel'iof spirits are sometilines permitted to inf!«- 
enee minds of a far higher order, and not linfreqnentlj'' 

to their dishonour, if not to their ruin “ Napo- 

Jeon,’^ he added, “ is a most extraordinary and 
wonderful man.” — ^ — The conversation proceeded, 
and I replied. 

Tins is not to be doubted ; but I wish to sec 

^ more of the ordinar}' man in him. Could I but 

observe him endearingly caressing cliihh’en, as 

^ you, General, do your Hortentia and your Henry; 

or playing with a dog, or patting his horse, I sliould 

“ consider him with very different sentiments from 
' * •% 

^ those which I now feel.” — Believe me, dear Doc- 

tor, he is a man totally different from all others.” 

* \ 

That may be ; but I wa^it him to possess certain 
qualities in coramon'with ordinary men, and I wish 
you would tell me that he discovers, at any fime, the 
^ feelings of affection and tenderness ; the capacity 
to be a land husband and a fond parent.” 

That I can most assuredly do. He is not without 
a heart, in your sense of the expression. But he 
” does not, cannot, will not make a parade of it. Is 
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it poesible iliat >ou slionld (yTp^ct nny tlinic’of a 
“frivolous, or trifling appearance from liuu ; ami, in 
“ n cl/Jfncter like bi», tiii«a»iieMc plajfiilne«s of pri- 
>ato domestic life, nuglitliavc gucb a ecmManco i 
bcsidcH, the HKlividiinl feeling/* of (he man must, 
afu rail he lost to those uho only tictv him in the 
hluze of hi* juihhc life.*' 

- But tlut Mazo, General Rsrtrandj-.Is hovr cr- 
“ (ifiguished ; nnd I n Mi /or hii sahe, andlhc honour 
ofhuinnn nature, that the fjmplonlsr of love, ten- 
*' derness, and attnchmetit might uppoar^ in^bonje dj* 

* rcclion or other, to beam fron> hioi.*’ ' ^ 

“ You inav believe roe, v»hcn 1 n«sure’}OU, that 
though tl cv n aj not liavcnpjjrari'd to jou, thej, «ro 
“ bj no inoflos n noting in him.— »flv ofcjrMnpIe, 
“ ifutiginc n da> it mod to he pw«ed nt the Thuil* 
“Irric'; I will describe it to fix in the 

“ morning lie m oiildhft examining a Itus'ihn di^pilch; 

“ nl *rven, the vjine fron \ lenra ; rt eight, he might 
*• vi-il n vn*il» oforl ; at ten, u revn w hurcredrJ : at 
“ twelve tlie ricepthm of^mu c dej nrlmenf ; at one, 
“then/lh/fs fit tlf armr ; nt r»nr,a IVrfifjdrn aided 
** audirnce: at -is. prrlixj <*, he had aj]K»jnleJto;Lc«l 
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the Empresp, M-honi ho would treat with every mark 
of kindness and aficclion : admire, with a Parisian 
»'a] Jan try, the embroidery of her govVn, the folds of 
“ Jier robe, the /lowers in her hair, or the display of 
“jewels on her person ; while he v/ould continue de- 
“ tooted to Jier till public husiuess again required his 
attention ; to which he Avas ever in a state of pre- 
“ paration. He was never sensual, never gros'-, but 

“ in an unceasing state of action.” Count de Jas 

Cases continued the subject. 

“Ho ncvcY speaks of himself ; he never mentions 
“ his achievements. Of money lie is totally regard- 
“ less ; aiid he nas not known to express a rcg'ret for 
‘‘ any part of his treasure but the diamond necklace 
“ which he wore constantly in his neckcloth, because 
“ it w'as the gift of his sister, the Princess Bourgoise, 
'whom he tenderly loved.” This he lost after the 
Battle of W aterloo. 


rt u i 


I was naturally induced to make a. sketch of the 
and noaitioii of our passengers, af the 
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whon we cime to on anchor, ofi* St. FMcna • hnt, 
Inxin" inielTjd it nt the mnnieril « hrri T wrote t? e 
nccontit ofotir arm il in one of the fore^onitv Ty»t. 
ter', T then stated it from the jjenenl recollcf lim of 
tlje ifjcfnnt Ilnin:' notr recotrrcfl t?;e I 

ln\p ndiJed it n more exoct picture the 'eerne, 
and nlilrh T ]n\e per-.indel oill not be consi- 
dered ns mi impertinent repetition 

The mornin" wx* pleo^nht nd the hreerc pteadv : 
at dinn VC were sunicjentU neir to ^ ehoM the M-ick 
peak of St Hefem H tween ei^ht nndnine, we 
vcreeloee under the ^tijar-I/>if Hill The vliole 
oflhe Trench part> had quitted their cahin«, nhh t!ie 
excct tinn of Vapolenn, nnd token tlwir re-prcti^e 
sintiniw — Hn tlie n^hf sfool "Milat e '^Inn^hoIon, 
V illi her nrni * ninined m t!ml of the riVncr.iI, I or 
Inrhand. Her look penned to a-k n cl eerin:: infl i- 
ence from him; I co'ild Cinc\ (hat fhe saiJ,— •* If 
tin*, i-* to be m\ lot, ftill 1 h i\e a o i for mv comfort ; 
and there i'« ^’^l»l^am, that little darlm?. vho mil ha 
a eomfirt to s botli ’* On the poop «al M iJane Her- 
trand, and the Mar>hsl p(o»l b^hin 1 her. 1 wnstha 
* onl> unoccupied person l»clon^r" to Ilia *hip, and 
2 8 
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could therefore, undisturbed, contemplate the scene 
around me.* I was afraid to approach Madame Bcr- 
trajid, for I was near enough to perceive an action 
in the muscle of her throat wliich betokened a sob. 

De las Cases resting his arm on the shoulder of 

his son, was stretching his little ^figure on tip-toe, but 
\ iu vain, to look over the gangw ay j but all his exer- 
tions would not enable him to see more than half-way 
down the mountain. — General Gourgond endeavour- 
ed, by a smile, to suppress wbal he felt ; for he had 
no female to console him. The servants were gaz- 

ing with open mouths, and all their eyes ; while the 
children, unconscious of island or rock, or prison or 
pakice, were performing , their little evolutions as 
usual ; when the Newfoundland dog. would occasion- 
ally break in upon their hollow squares. — We did not 
see Napoleon till the ship had anchored in front of 
the town. About ele\^en be made bis appearance. — • 
Pie ascended the poop, and there stood, examining 
with his little glass the numerous cannon which bris- 
tled in his view. I observed him with the utmost at- 
tention, as I stood beside him for near half an hour ; 
and could not discover in bis countenance, the least' 
symptoms of strong or particular sensations. He af- 



ierwprda ralhec] iVIadftmc Bertrand on the elejs 
stockings she ^lore on the occasion ; vrhcnshclri 
to clicck the tear; Imt it nnuld not do — Shoe 
claimed, “ Oh, Doctor W———, no aro inde 
too pood for St. ifefana V* 
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covery : it n^ouja not. it could not be restored. He 
tlierefore requested to be allone^ to live and deVote 
Ills life and services to J^-aoce, merely as a nativ e of 
it. tie mas ready to take any command or any rank 
in the French army, to hecome a brave and loyal 5:oI- 
diei'j subject to the will and orders of the Govern- 
. tnent, in whose hands soever it might be, to which he 
mas ready to swear fealty; and that, if his life were 
spared,’ he would devote it •oitth the utmost courage 
and fidelity to snpport France against all its enemies, 
Such was the Letter which, as it was represented to 
me, Talleyrand took care not to deliver till the hand 
'that wrote it was unnerved by death. 

Napoleon continued to speak of the Jjoitrhdn 

Family — “ Had 1/’ he said, “ been anxious to get 
any, or all the JBoiirbotis into tay possession, I could 
“ have acconiplished the object. Your Smugglers of- 
fered me a Bourbon for a stated suin (I think he 
“ -named 40, GOO francs) but, on coming to a more pre- 
“ cise explanation, they entertained a doubt of ful- 
-filling the engagement as -it was originally propo- 
« sed. They would not undertake to possess them- 
selves of any of the Bourbon family absolutely alive . 
‘though with -the alternative, nlireov they had 
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no doul I of cotnplclmg it — T3ul it i\as not my nibh 
* nurtl} to dCjimc tlo*n t>f lilc Hcsidc'-, ctrcum- 
slnnccs 1 i ! tjkcn a ti rn nliicli t! on fi\cd me nitL- 
'‘out ftir of cl •'ngo or chance on t'-e throne I pos- 
“ ‘set'sed — 1 ftU my eccnrity, and Icfl t!ie i?owrionr 
undisturbed —^’i'anton, ueelt*<is nuidcr, ilatcier 
hub been fud and thought of me in England^ lias 
ne\cr been my practice to what end orpurpo«e 
could I laic ndulgcd the homhle propensity — 
“ ^V!lcn Sir George Uumlold and ^Ir Drake, ^ bo 
■** bad been carrying on a eorrespondeucc mtli con- 
«rj)irator» in Paris, were bdiicd, they were notaur- 
“ dcred 


Here be ceased to speak; and as 1 nas determined 
to gratify lny*cuno*ity us far as bis present cotuiuuni- 
cutiicrpint nould a|Ioiv, 1 -was determined (ocon- 
finite the conicrsnlion — -I nccordiiigly observed, 
‘‘that of all the undertakings which composed his 
w onderful career, no arcunistance had exated such 


* In looklcf; etcr Inter*, for tSr | fr**i I frit s iSoutt ulirtlitr 
tbli ol»»r(atWn rrtprenn* *{r Geor^ rnmboU «n> mad-nl (b i nae 

or m tunie uibcr { or wjrtbrr It |>rocrr<InI Troa Lito&apmtr or Cicot 
<£*laiCu«t p>ii U«e tUalt ««4 Bhdet* ose •rUo'Cl^r. 
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ri"foni'.':rncnt in Knglnnd. a= uis cxpedHicnio Ptcssisj 
hpfvrc he hnd brought ihe F^^r/wruhr rrsr to a term* 
jrc’iion. rJisch. atfnat tirae. appear^r to he an altama- 
hle thrJCi. ' I pau'^f-d. ei-pctiiisi.^ a reply on the sub- 
ject: — hinrevc-r; he g-ave none: biit, as if he had not 
heard my oi/Strvation. proceeded to a rene'Mil^ in f^ome 
degree, of the former ton'ics. 

O * X 


“ 1; cT;r country/’ he said. '■ lias accused me of liar- 

jt 

iiir nivnlered the sick and ’irounded of nt^- armv at 

— ^ • » 


a 




T3e assured that if I had committer] such a 


Jjcrrid act. iny very soldiers themselves :vould have 
^‘execrated me; and I might have looked to their 
ceasing- to cbev me. There is no occurrence of life 
to which I gave more pnhlicitv than this. You 
have an clhccr^ a Sir Robert IZlhon^ who has writ- 
ten very copiou.'^ly on the subject of my camj-aigm 
in Egypt/’ A? he repeated the last sentence, he 
assumed an air and tone of sarcastic jocularity: and 
then asked me, if I had read Sir I? chert’s puhlication. 
I replied in the aiGruiafive : — It is possible." he said. 
“ that he -ivrote from the iesliwony of other people 
equally prone to error as himself: he cannot pretend 
to ha\e done it from his own observation. — Can you 
teil mej” continued Napoleon, ‘‘yvhether Sir Sydney 
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Smith, in any nfitcial communication'^ (o jour go\crn- 
mcnl, ullcinptcil, in .an) n a\, to corroborate the tcsli* 
mony of Sir Robert WiUon.” I could not, at the 
moment, suflicienll) recollect the ptirport of his dis- 
patches, to determine the point* but I replied, as I 
felt, “ Tliat he liad not/* This reply hon*c\cr in- 
dcclsi\a ns it was, appeared tontTonl him considerable 

satisfaction, ns he instontly repeated “ I believe 

so; for Sir Sjdney Smith is a brave and just man.” — 
I hero obserted that “There arc many in Eng:land 
vlio imagine your Jealousy and hatred of Sir Sydney 
Smith influenced your conduct towards Captain 
Wright.” — Ho smiled with ngfonishment at such an 
idea— —the thought of coupling the two names ap- 
peared noer to hu^e entered bis imagination. “ Ri- 
diculous! nonscn'c !” was his reply. He then enter- 
ed on the follouing nurratne. 

“ On raising the siege of St. Jean de Acre, the army 
retired upon Jaffa. It had become n nmltercf urgent 
necessity. The occupation ofthis town fornny length 
oftime was totally impracticable, from the force thrt 
Je/za Pacha v.a« enabled to bring foruanl. The 
sick and wounded were numerou-; and their renoial 
IS at- my liivt cou^idemtum. Carriages, the mo»l con* 
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venicnt tnat could be fbrmedj were appropriated to 
Ine purpose. Some of tbem were sent bv water to 
J)amiettaj and the rest were accommodated, in the 
best possible manner, to accompany their comrades 
in their march throug^h the Desart. Se-cen men, how- 
ever, occupied a quarantine hospital, who were in- 
fected with the plague ; whose report was made me 
by the chief of the medical staff ; (I think it was De- 
genette). Ke further added, that the disease had 
gained such a stage of malignancy, (here was not the 
least probability of their continuing alive beyond forty- 
eight hours.” — I here exclaimed in a dubious tone, 
the wordi— seven? and immediately asked wdielher I 
was to understand that there were no more than seven 
— “ I perceive,” he replied, that you have heard a 
different account.” — Blost assuredly, General; Sir 
Robert Wilson states fifty-seven or sevcnty-'-cvcn ; 
and speaking more collectively — your ;vhol(* sick and 

w'ounded.” He then proceeded “ The Turks 

“ w'crc numerous and powerful, and their cruel (y pm- 
verbiai throughout the army. Their praefieo of 
mutilating and barbarously treating (Iieir Christian ' 
“ prisoners, in particular, was well known ajnong my 
‘‘ troops, and had a pre.servative infiiience on my mind 
“ and conduct : and I do affirm, that there were only 



( 137 ) 

** Fev'cn men «hom circumstances compellcl me to 
lca\e as fi]iort*Ii\cd sulTcrers nt Jnifu. The) \\cre 
“ in lliat stage of the disease nhtcli rendered thf ir re- 
“ mo\al nlterl) impracticable, c\clii-i>e of tlio di'^=c- 
“ rnimt/on oftlic disease among tbc Iieolth) troop®. 
“ Situated as I nas, I could not place tliem under the 
“ protection of tbo English ; I, therefore, dcaired to 
“ see llic senior medical oflicer, and.observing to him, 
“ that the aniiclions of their disease would be cruelly 
“ aggravated the conduct of the Turhs towards 
^Mhcm; and tlmt it was impossible to continue in 
** pO'^ossion of the Tovtij, 1 desired him togl>o mo 
^‘his host advice on the occa-ion, I said, tcH mo 
“ what is to be done! He licsitntcd for home time, 
“and then repeated, that thc«e men, who wore the 
“ objects of my verv painful solicitude, could not sur- 
“vive fortj-cight hours. — 1 nccordingh suggested, 
(what appeared to be Ills opinion, tliougli lie might 
not chu*‘C to declare it, but w.ilt with the trembling 
** hope to receive it from me;) the proprielv, because 
** ] felt ii would he humnuitv, toshoricn ll esufitTiJjgs 
“ ofthe-c 5crc.i men hj odmiiu*>!ering Opium. Such 
a reVicf, \ added, in a similar occasion, 1 shoaltl 
*• nnxiourlv solicit for -But, rather contrary 

“to mv expectation, the proportion waw opi> 0 icd, 

X 
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''and consequently abandoned. I therefore halted 
« the army one day longer than I intended; and, on 
iny quitting Jafia, ieil a strong rear-guard, who con- 
‘‘ linued in that city till the third day. At the expira- 
“ fion of that period, an officer’s report reached me, 

that the men a cre dead.” » Then General,’" 

I could not resist exclaiming, “no was given.” 

The emphnOe nnsv/er I received was — “ No : none I 
c- — A report was Lronght me that the men died be- 
“ ibre the rear-guard had evacuated the city.” 

i again interrupted him by mentioning that Sir 
Sydney Smitli, when he afterwards entered Jaffa, found 
one or two Frenchmen alive. — “ ■^Fell,” he answered, 

“ that, after all, may be possible !” — It was, I think, 
at this period of the conversation, that he stated his 
being in possession ofa Letter from Sir Sydney Smithy 
written in very complimentary language, which ex- 
pressed the ■writer’s astonishment, as well as praise, 
on the accommodations w'hich were contrived and 
executed to transport the French sick and wounded 
from Acre to Jaffa, and thence across the Desart. 


I here took occasion to observe, “ that a late Eng- 
lish traveller^ a distinguished scholar and learned pic>- 



fbe«or of the University of Cambridge, liad excited a 
verv general doubt respecting the accoracy of tliis 
pnrticiilnr part of Sir Robert 'Wilson’s narrative. 
Dr. Clark, the person to vthom I alluded, bad” I said, 
“ travelled tbrongb Turkev, iftid as I believed, by the 
route of l\leppo and Damascus to Jerusalem, and 
from tlioncD to JnfTa, uherc he remained some titn6. 
This gentleman, whose character stands high in (he 
world, mo} he said to contradict the Icstimon) of his 
counlrjman Sir Robert, respecting the charge whicli 
the former ma) be said to have brought forward 
flgninsl vou. Though he merely states that ho never 
heard of the cruel transaction j but very naturally ob* 
serve**, that if such an extraordinarj event had occur- 
red ns the mnrder of such a number of Frenchmen by 
their own General, some (races or recollection of so 
horrid an event, nod of such recent occurrence, mn®t 
have transpired and been communicated to him dur- 
ing his rc-idence there.” A question in«tanfancou-Iv 
followed.— lla« this traveller said nnv (hingofni 
Ansh 1”— M) memorj did not serve me sufRcienllv (o 
give nn answer. “ Well,” he continued, “ you alnll 
al«o hear the particulars of El Aridi aiid the garrison 
of Jaffa, "^’ou have read without doubt, of mv lia> ing 
ordered the Turks to be *hol at Jaffa.” Vc^, in* 



